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At a press conference after the talks, Áder also called for “stricter than ever before” measures against humans smugglers.  

Parties at the talks agreed that the origin countries of migrants should be assisted “from EU sources but involving third 

countries”, while assistance should also be provided to countries accommodating millions of refugees such as Turkey, Jordan 

or Lebanon. Such measures would be aimed at “weakening the urge for migration”, the president said.

On bilateral ties between Hungary and Slovenia, Áder noted that trade was robust, and a mutual goal was to improve the 

trade infrastructure. The motorways of the two countries would be linked with the completion of the last Hungarian section 

by the end of 2019, and a year later the power grids of Hungary and Slovenia would also be connected.  He said it was a 

shared objective that direct agricultural subsidies should stay at the same level, and argued that countries that joined the 

community at a later date need those funds to close the gap with older members, he said. 

Europe’s external borders must be protected while the internal borders should be kept open, 
President János Áder said in Ljubljana, after talks with Borut Pahor, his Slovenian counterpart.

ÁDer: eU OUter bOrDerS SHOULD be PrOtecteD
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SLOVeNIA PreSIDeNt 
PrAISeS tIeS WItH 
HUNGArY

At a joint press conference with 

Hungarian President János Áder in 

Ljubljana on Friday, Slovenian President 

Borut Pahor praised economic 

cooperation between Slovenia and 

Hungary, and said that the turnover 

of goods and services would soon 

reach an annual 2 billion euros. He said 

the high turnover was “a sign of very 

close cooperation”. Pahor also called 

on Hungary to create more jobs to 

encourage ethnic Slovenian youth 

to stay in their homeland along the 

river Rába. Slovenia also seeks to help 

its ethnic Hungarian community, he 

added.  

HUNGArY, SLOVeNIA 
PreSIDeNtS 
cOMMeMOrAte 1956 
UPrISING

President János Áder and his Slovenian 

counterpart Borut Pahor participated 

in a reception in Ljubljana on Friday, 

marking the upcoming anniversary of 

Hungary’s failed anti-Soviet uprising, 

which started on October 23, 1956. 

In his address, the Slovenian 

president said that the event 

was dedicated to the memory of 

“courageous people, who stood 

up for important ideas and values”.  

Referring to the “many vicissitudes” 

Slovenians and Hungarians went 

through in the past 75 years, Pahor said 

that the experience gained through 

hardships should be used to promote 

“peace, security, cooperation, solidarity, 

mutual understanding and freedom”.  

Áder said that some 2,000 Hungarian 

refugees had found shelter in Slovenia 

after the uprising was stifled, and 

thanked Slovenian people for helping 

and treating them as friends. He went 

on to say that the memory of 1956 

has been a link ever since with those 

who “similarly to us, know the real 

value of national independence and 

sovereignty”. 

ÁDer VISItS WW1 
MeMOrIAL SIteS  
IN SLOVeNIA

President János Áder on Saturday 

paid tribute to soldiers fallen in WWI, 

on the second day of his official visit 

to Slovenia.  Áder laid a wreath in the 

cemetery of Tolmin, western Slovenia, 

at the graves of soldiers of the Austro-

Hungarian Monarchy, and visited a 

chapel raised by soldiers during the 

war in nearby Javorca. Afterwards, Áder 

and Slovenian President Borut Pahor 

visited the WWI museum in Kobarid. 

SZIJJÁrtÓ: FOrGING 
cLOSer tIeS WItH ASIA  
IN eUrOPe’S INtereSt

Europe has a clear interest in forging 

closer ties with Asia in light of the 

unfolding global trade war, Hungary’s 

foreign minister said on the sidelines 

of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) 

in Brussels. Péter Szijjártó told 

Hungarian journalists during a break 

of the summit that the looming global 

trade war needed to be averted at 

all cost “because it could have an 

extremely negative effect on European 

economies”.

Hungary is an open economy and 

therefore its interests lie in trading with 

the fewest possible legal or economic 

barriers, Szijjártó added.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: MIGrANt 
QUOtA ISSUe NOW OFF 
tHe AGeNDA

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó called it “good news” that 

the question of mandatory migrant 

quotas was now off the European 

Union’s agenda and that “everyone 

has understood that there won’t be 

any mandatory quotas.”  Speaking to 

Hungarian journalists on the sidelines 

of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) in 

Brussels, Szijjártó, when asked about 

the outcome of this week’s EU summit 

on migration, said: “There won’t be, 

because there can’t be any mandatory 

quotas.”

The minister said there were 

member states that do not want 

migrants to be resettled on their 

territory and become countries of 

immigrants. He added that member 

states would never agree on the 

introduction of such a scheme.

“Hungary is of the opinion that the 

right solution is that if we establish a 

clear order and at the top of that list 

is the protection of Europe’s external 

borders,” Szijjártó said.
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GOVt SPOX: cOMMON 
eU bOrDer cONtrOL 
‘UNAccePtAbLe’

Government spokesman Zoltán Kovács 

has dismissed proposals to set up EU-

level controls for the community’s 

external borders or introduce a 

European immigration agency and 

called those initiatives “unacceptable”. 

Speaking on Hungary’s public Kossuth 

Rádió, Kovács insisted that “a state 

cannot exist without state borders”, 

and argued that “centralising border 

control would harm member states’ 

sovereignty”. 

Similarly, he added, leaders of the 

EU “must not snatch the member 

states’ right to decide whether or not 

to accept refugees, either”. He insisted 

that such initiatives were designed by 

“Brussels bureaucrats” and aimed at 

introducing “permanent systems to 

distribute migrants” in member states. 

Such systems would not be necessary 

“if the EU were capable of controlling 

its external borders”.

DeMeter eLecteD LMP 
cO-LeADer 

The congress of green opposition 

LMP elected Márta Demeter as the 

co-leader of the party in Budapest on 

Saturday. Demeter, who ran alone for 

the post, has so far been deputy group 

leader of LMP.  She will fill the post of 

Bernadett Szél, who resigned in August 

after LMP’s ethics committee barred 

her from holding any positions within 

the party for three years. László Lóránt 

Keresztes is LMP’s other co-leader. 

Speaking at a press conference after 

the vote, Demeter called her party “the 

government’s toughest adversary” 

and said that “the current regime will 

collapse like a house of cards”. Once 

that happens, LMP will “be ready for 

government”, she said, and pledged 

“maximum support” to LMP’s current 

policy. 

Demeter called preparations for the 

upcoming European Parliamentary 

elections and Hungary’s municipal 

elections a priority, in the interest of 

“starting a new age next year”. She 

said that “not only a new European 

Parliament and a new European 

Commission are needed” but also MEPs 

that represent “real national values” 

and can provide stability and security 

for the people “rather than promote 

multinational companies”. 

DK cALLS FOr 
cOMPreHeNSIVe 
eDUcAtION StrAteGY

The leftist opposition Democratic 

Coalition called on the government 

to draft a comprehensive strategy to 

develop a “European quality education 

system”.

Addressing a press conference, 

Péter Niedermüller, the party’s deputy 

leader, noted that Tibor Navracsics, 

European commissioner for education, 

youth and sport, recently presented 

a study on the state of education in 

the various European Union member 

states. Niedermüller said Hungary’s 

education system was in “a parlous 

state”.

The MEP said the school dropout 

rate in 2017 was 12.5%, up from 11.4%  

in 2014. The performance of 15-year-

olds in reading comprehension and 

science subjects has also deteriorated, 

Niedermüller said. About 37%  of 

Hungarian students attend schools 

where most of the students come 

from disadvantaged socio-economic 

backgrounds, he said.

The problem was not just that the 

government was spending too little 

on education, but it was also making 

use of existing funds inefficiently, the 

MEP said. Hungary’s higher education 

graduation rate had dropped from 34.1 

% in 2014 to 32.1%  by 2017, he noted.

JObbIK SPOX: PArtY 
SUFFerING ‘bIGGeSt 
SMeAr cAMPAIGN OF ALL 
tIMe’

Jobbik is suffering “the biggest 

smear campaign of all time”, the 

conservative opposition party’s 

communications director said.  Ádám 

Mirkóczki told a news conference that 

Jobbik had been tested in ways that “I 

cannot now imagine a situation that 

we could not survive in the future.” 

Ever since the April general election, 

coverage of the party had sunk to 

“unprecedented depths”.  Jobbik 

would from now on abandon its news 

conferences devoted to particular 

policy areas and instead respond to 

any question, “no matter how absurd 

or slanderous”, he said.
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Asked about self-critical lessons 

Jobbik may draw from political 

life since 2010, Mirkóczki said the 

party’s leadership during this period 

had made “huge mistakes”.  He 

dismissed the suggestion that more 

party members were poised to quit 

Jobbik. He denied reports that Jobbik 

was involved in dodgy financing in 

connection with a video channel that 

received most of its funding from the 

Jobbik Party Foundation. Responding 

to a question concerning allegations 

by an employee of the channel N1, 

Szabolcs Kisberk, the communications 

director said his claims were either a 

malicious or a deliberate mistake. 

“There was no black money and now 

there’s no black money there either,” 

Mirkóczki said.

GOVt tO DOUbLe 
SOcIAL beNeFItS FOr 
trANScArPAtHIA 
HUNGArIANS

Hungary’s government will double 

the amount of social benefits it 

provides to western Ukraine’s 

Transcarpathia region next year to 

almost 3 billion forints (EUR 9.3m), 

the state secretary in charge of 

Hungarian communities abroad 

said.  The funds will reach some 

23,000-24,000 people in the fields 

of education, health care and media 

as well as the social and culture 

sectors, Árpád János Potápi told a 

press conference. With the increased 

funding, Hungary’s government 

hopes to stabilise the number 

of workers in Transcarpathia’s 

education sector, or to at least halt 

their decline, Potápi said. The annual 

supplementary pay of Hungarian 

teachers in the region will now 

increase to 500,000 forints from 

270,000 forints, he added.

PÁrbeSZÉD INItIAteS 
ScrAPPING OF ‘WOrKDAY 
SAtUrDAYS’

The opposition Párbeszéd party 

will submit a bill to parliament 

initiating the scrapping of “workday 

Saturdays” that replace a workday 

between a holiday and a weekend. 

Hungarians often enjoy an “extra” 

Monday or Friday off if a holiday 

happens to fall on a Tuesday or a 

Thursday, but they must make up 

for it by working on a Saturday. 

Párbeszéd lawmaker Bence Tordai 

told a press conference that “six-day 

workweeks” should be scrapped.  He 

argued that Hungarian employees 

were “overworked as it is” and that 

economies where people work 

3-400 hours less than in Hungary 

were more developed.

Hungarians this year have to work 

on six Saturdays to make up for the 

weekdays off.

PAKS PLANt 2ND bLOcK 
SHUt DOWN DUe tO 
tecHNIcAL PrObLeM 

The Paks nuclear plant’s 2nd block was 

shut down on Sunday to fix a backup 

generator, the Atomic Energy Office 

(OAH) said. The failure does not affect 

the nuclear unit or security at the plant, 

OAH communications head Antal 

Kovács said. The block is expected to 

return to full capacity on October 31.

AIr QUALItY 
DeterIOrAteS tO 
UNHeALtHY LeVeLS  
IN SeVerAL cItIeS

The air quality in the cities of 

Dunaújváros and Kecskemét and 

the town of Sajószentpéter has 

deteriorated to unhealthy levels, 

Hungary’s national environmental 

health institute (OKI) said. In 

several other cities and towns -- in 

Budapest, Debrecen, Dorog, Miskolc, 

Nyíregyháza, Sopron, Székesfehérvár, 

Szolnok and Szombathely, among 

others -- concentrations of particulate 

matter (PM10) in the air exceed what is 

considered to be a safe level, OKI said. 

The effects of the air pollution level 

in these cities can be dangerous for 

vulnerable groups such as children, 

people suffering from a chronic illness 

and the elderly, OKI added.


