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“Ukraine has no reason not to regard its minorities as assets,” Péter Szijjártó told a press conference in Luxembourg after 

talks with Pavlo Klimkin, his Ukrainian counterpart. During a break of a meeting of Eastern Partnership foreign ministers, 

Szijjártó underscored Hungary’s openness to consulting with Ukraine. Hungary considers it important to have open and 

meaningful communication between the two countries, he said. Hungary expects Ukraine to demonstrate that it intends 

to resolve the current situation between the two countries rather than escalate it; and not just rhetorically, Szijjártó said.

In terms of gestures, “Hungary has done what it could”, he said, noting that the Hungarian government has spent 27.5 

billion forints (EUR 84.7m) on funding economic development schemes in Ukraine over the past four years.  It has also 

hosted some 2,600 children from Ukraine in summer camps and treated 36 Ukrainian soldiers. Also, supplies of drinking 

water were provided to western Ukraine upon request and state scholarships are given to hundreds of Ukrainian university 

students, Szijjártó said.

Hungary wants to nurture “good neighbourly relations” with Ukraine and for its 
eastern neighbour to be a strong, democratic country that respects its international 
obligations, Hungary’s foreign minister has said.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
HOPES UKRAINE WILL 
MOVE FORWARD TO 
SETTLE DISPUTES 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

expressed hope that Ukraine, too, 

would make decisions that will 

allow the two countries to settle 

their disputes. He added, however, 

that there were certain “worrying 

factors” in their relations. Kiev has 

yet to deliver on any of its promises 

concerning its controversial 

education law approved last year, 

Szijjártó argued. Hungary cannot 

interpret the approval of a first draft 

of Ukraine’s language law as a step 

towards a solution, Szijjártó said. “If 

the language law is approved in its 

current form, it will make the use of 

the Hungarian language in the media 

and culture impossible.” He also called 

it “worrying” that Ukrainian website 

Myrotvorets has published the 

personal details of Hungarian private 

individuals. Szijjártó said he had asked 

his Ukrainian colleague to take action 

over this development. The minister 

said a petition that has appeared 

on the website of the Ukrainian 

parliament seeking the deportation 

of Transcarpathian Hungarians was 

also a cause for concern.

“It is unacceptable, impermissible 

and repulsive that signatures can be 

collected for such a proposal in Europe 

today,” he said. Szijjártó said he and 

Klimkin were in agreement that this 

phenomenon had to end.

The two ministers agreed on 

providing operating permits to an 

honorary consul in their respective 

countries. Additionally, Hungary will 

consider changing the title of its 

government commissioner responsible 

for coordinating development projects 

in Transcarpathia -- without changing 

the official’s function -- which will open 

the door for Hungary’s ambassador 

to Kiev being granted an operating 

permit, Szijjártó said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUMAN 
RIGHTS HAVE NOTHING 
TO DO WITH VIOLATING 
BORDERS, WILFULLY 
SELECTING TARGET 
COUNTRIES

Migration is not a human right and 

people do not have a fundamental 

right to cross borders illegally or 

arbitrarily select countries in which 

to settle, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign 

minister, said in Luxembourg.  

Whenever the European Union takes 

steps on the issue of migration, it must 

take international law as its starting 

point, and this does not state that 

migration is a human right, the minister 

said. In the break of a one-day meeting 

of EU and Eastern Partnership foreign 

ministers, Szijjártó told journalists that 

Hungary has made it clear that it is not 

taking part in the process of adopting 

the United Nations Global Compact 

for Migration. Other countries are 

likely to have joined Hungary’s stance 

by the end of the year, he added. 

“The migration compact cannot be 

accepted since it poses a threat to 

the world and it goes against the 

interests of Europe,” he said. “It is 

shameful, and that is why we are 

disappointed in terms of the way the 

European Union represented, or rather 

failed to represent, Europe’s interests 

in negotiations on the UN migration 

package,” Szijjártó said.

Federica Mogherini, the EU’s high 

representative, had no basis for saying 

that economic migration is the right 

response to the demographic and 

economic challenges, he said. 

“Hungary does not think in this way. It 

wants neither demographic nor labour 

market challenges to be resolved by 

migration, and this must be respected 

by everyone,” he said. Hungary can 

give the right responses to these 

issues in the areas of education and 

family policy, and it reserves the right 

to make these decisions on its own,” 

minister added.

RÉTVÁRI: ROUGH 
SLEEPING BAN AIMED AT 
‘SAVING LIVES’

Regulations banning rough sleepers 

from public areas, effective from 

Monday, are aimed at “saving lives”, a 

state secretary of the human resources 

ministry said. The new rules are 

instrumental in preventing homeless 

people from freezing in public spaces 

in winter and help all those living in 

the street to homeless shelters, Bence 

Rétvári said. He insisted that “there 

have always been” enough beds at 

those facilities. Homeless facilities will 
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help clients to “social services, clothing, 

(regular) jobs or participation in public 

works schemes, or training”, the 

official said, adding that “it is obvious 

that the way out of homelessness is 

through these temporary shelters”.  

According to Rétvári, the government 

is spending 9 billion forints (EUR 28m) 

on homeless services this year and is 

in cooperation with “several hundred” 

charity organisations. Rétvári said that 

the new rules were necessary because 

“earlier regulations were unsuitable to 

eliminate homelessness”.

Hajnalka Juhász, MP of the co-ruling 

Christian Democrats, told a press 

conference that homeless shelters were 

“prepared” for the winter season with 

a total of 19,000 beds, complete with 

facilities for personal hygiene and health 

services. She said that the shelters were 

open around the clock and added 

that “apart from police officers, social 

workers also facilitate communication 

with the homeless”. The government 

want the homeless “feel that they are 

not abandoned”, the deputy said.

The opposition Párbeszéd party said 

it would appeal to the Constitutional 

Court, arguing that destroying the 

possessions of homeless people, as 

facilitated by the new rules, would 

be wrong. “Fidesz has declared war 

against homeless people rather than 

homelessness,” Bence Tordai, a deputy 

for the party, told a press conference. 

He added that the government 

needed “a new enemy to replace the 

now distressed image of migrants”. An 

appeal to the top court requires the 

support of 50 MPs.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
WON’T SUPPORT 
SANCTIONS AGAINST 
POLAND

Hungary will not vote for any EU 

sanctions against Poland, and can 

in return count on Polish support 

in the Article 7 procedure launched 

against it, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign 

minister, said after talks with Polish 

Foreign Minister Jacek Czaputowicz. 

In the talks ahead of the EU foreign 

ministers’ meeting on Monday, 

parties agreed that the EU procedures 

against their countries are politically 

motivated, Szijjártó’s statement to MTI 

said. Hungarian and Polish measures 

said to have prompted them comply 

fully with EU regulations, they said. 

The true reason is the two countries’ 

migration policy, of which the 

ministers said neither country will 

accept illegal migrants, and they 

reject compulsory resettlement 

schemes, the statement said.

NUMBER OF BLACKLISTED 
RETAIL LOANS DECLINES

The number of retail loan contracts in 

a database of delinquent borrowers 

in Hungary reached 1,471,000 at the 

end of the third quarter, down 7% 

from the end of 2017, business daily 

Világgazdaság said, citing data from 

BISZ, which compiles the list. The list 

contains retail borrowers who fall 

behind on loan payments, to a degree 

exceeding the monthly minimum 

wage, for more than 90 days. The 

list also includes people who try to 

borrow money using false identities 

as well as those charged with bank 

card fraud. The paper noted that the 

non-performing loan ratio for the 

combined retail portfolio of local 

banks fell to 8.4% at the end of H1 from 

12.9% twelve months earlier.

CONSTRUCTION SECTOR 
OUTPUT UP 24.4% IN 
AUGUST

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector climbed 24.4% year-on-year in 

August, data released by the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) show. Output 

of the buildings segment was up 

by 10.1%, lifted by construction of 

factories, stores and homes, KSH said. 

Civil engineering output increased by 

46.8%, supported by road, railway and 

utilities projects, it added. In a month-

on-month comparison, construction 

output rose by 1.9%, adjusted for 

seasonal and workday effects. For the 

period January-August, output was up 

by an annual 22.6%. In absolute terms, 

output stood at 327.9 billion forints 

(EUR 1bn) in August and 1,864.9 billion 

forints in January-August.

MINISTRY REPORTS 
SUFFICIENT GAS RESERVES 
FOR WINTER 

Hungary’s natural gas reserves amount 

to 4.6 billion cubic metres, enough 

to cover 60% of full demand in the 

heating season, the innovation and 
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technology ministry said. Hungary’s 

own gas production equals to one 

sixth of the total consumption, while 

the rest is imported mostly through 

pipelines via Ukraine and Austria, the 

ministry said. 

VARGA INAUGURATES 
FINTELLIGENCE LAB IN 
DEBRECEN

Finance Minister Mihály Varga 

inaugurated a financial laboratory 

at the University of Debrecen, in 

eastern Hungary, funded jointly by 

the Hungarian government and Erste 

Bank. The new laboratory is part of 

the Fintelligence Financial Education 

Network. Promoting financial literacy 

of citizens is an important social and 

economic interest, Varga said at the 

inauguration. The government’s 

national strategy between 2017 

and 2023 also serves this purpose, 

he said. Levente Kovács of the 

Hungarian Banking Association 

said that after Debrecen and the 

north-eastern city of Miskolc, 

similar institutions are planned in 

Budapest, the southern cities of Pécs 

and Szeged, and in Cluj (Kolozsvár), 

Romania.

GOVT OFFICIAL MARKS 
INTERNATIONAL WHITE 
CANE DAY

The greatest help for people with 

disabilities is providing a life as 

independent as possible, also for 

those living with impaired vision or 

blindness, a state secretary of the 

human resources ministry said at an 

event marking International White 

Cane Day and the centenary of the 

Hungarian Federation of the Blind 

and Partially Sighted. Attila Fülöp 

said that the government aims to 

promote that independence and 

views employment as one of the 

key factors. The employment rate of 

people with disabilities has grown 

to 40% this year from 18% in 2010, he 

noted. The government has allocated 

117 million forints (EUR 361,000) to the 

reconstruction of the Federation’s 

headquarters, Fülöp announced.

BILL WOULD PHASE 
OUT SUBSIDY ON HOME 
SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS 

A bill submitted by a Fidesz MP seeks 

to phase out the state subsidy on 

deposits with home savings banks. 

Erik Bánki, the bill’s sponsor, said on 

Monday the subsidy on the home 

savings bank deposits, 30 percent 

up to 72,000 (EUR 222) forints a year, 

had not effectively served its purpose 

of supporting home construction 

recently, while home savings banks 

had pocketed “extra profit”. Existing 

contracts are unaffected by the bill 

and subsidies on these will be paid 

until the deposits mature, he added. 

Bánki, who heads Parliament’s 

economy committee, said in the 

justification of the bill that the 

subsidised home savings bank 

deposits had become “inefficient” 

and “dear to the state and the 

taxpayer”. Deposits in home savings 

banks account for just one-third of 

all state-subsidised savings, but 

they eat up three-quarters of total 

state subsidies on savings, he noted. 

“Because of the typically small 

amount [saved] in the construction, 

few homes are built from the savings. 

In a number of cases, the savings 

don’t even get to home purchases, 

because they can also be used for the 

construction of a swimming pool or 

a sauna when the contract matures,” 

Bánki said.


