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“What happened on the Bosnian-Croatian border, at Bihać , cannot be allowed to happen here,” Kósa told journalists after 

visiting the point where the borders of Hungary, Serbia and Croatia meet. Bihać is a repeat of the clash in Röszke, on the 

Hungarian-Serbian border, in 2015, he said, adding that NGOs organising illegal migration and financed in no small part 

by US billionaire George Soros paved the way for the illegal entry of migrants into the EU on the Bosnian-Croatian border.

Kósa said that at present about 70,000 migrants heading for western Europe are waiting along the Balkan route. On Friday 

alone, Hungarian police caught 23 illegal entrants. Police helicopters are patrolling the Serbian border twice a day and 

electronic devices are monitoring any “organised movement” on the other side of the border, he said.

State secretary of defence Szilárd Németh said that 1,200 soldiers are standing by, ready to be deployed along the border 

within 24 hours, and another 1,100 within 72 hours.

The government has stepped up the alert along Hungary’s southern border in the 
wake of a recent incident involving illegal migrants on the Bosnian-Croatian border, 
Lajos Kósa, head of parliament’s defence and law enforcement committee, said in 
Mohács, in southern Hungary.

KÓSA: ALERT STEPPED UP ALONG SOUTHERN BORDER
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Halloween marked on Heroes’ Square, Budapest
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ORBÁN MEETS TOPS 
SPORTS OFFICIALS

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

met top sports officials, attending the 

World Wrestling Championships in 

Budapest, over the weekend.

International Olympic Committee 

(IOC) President Thomas Bach visited 

Pancho Arena in Felcsút, not far from 

Budapest, home to football club 

Puskás Academy. Orbán, the founder 

of the academy, gave Bach a complete 

tour of the stadium, including the 

recently inaugurated sport and 

conference centre.

Orbán also met Nenad Lalović, 

president of the United World 

Wrestling (UWW), for talks on the world 

wrestling championships as well as 

on further international sports events 

planned for the city.

According to information from the 

prime minister’s press chief Bertalan 

Havasi, the talks were attended by 

Balázs Fürjes, government commissioner 

for major development projects in 

Budapest and international sports 

bids, and Szilárd Nemeth, head of the 

Hungarian Wrestling Federation. At the 

talks, Orbán called Budapest a “global 

capital of sports” and argued that the 

city meets all requirements for the title 

including a good geographical location, 

strong economy, good services, security 

and hospitable inhabitants.

Havasi noted that next year Budapest 

will host table tennis, fencing, modern 

pentathlon and canoe-kayak world 

championships, while Budapest will 

be Europe’s Sports Capital, a title given 

by the European Union. He added that 

the prime minister is also committed 

to having the World Urban Games, a 

new-generation multi-sports event in 

Budapest next year.

NÉMETH URGES 
RESTORING ‘REGULAR 
CONDITIONS’ IN 
HUNGARY-UKRAINE TIES

“Regular conditions and a functional 

dialogue” need to be restored in 

Hungarian-Ukrainian relations, Zsolt 

Németh, the head of parliament’s 

foreign affairs committee, told MTI in 

Berehove (Beregszász).

Following talks with Hennadiy 

Moskal, the governor of Transcarpathia, 

Németh called for a “constructive 

dialogue” to settle issues between the 

two countries. He said developments 

following Ukraine’s adopting a new 

education law in September last year 

were regrettable, and voiced concern 

over a recent language draft, which 

would “prevent Hungarian from being 

a regional language” in Transcarpathia. 

If that bill is passed into law, it could 

have unpredictable consequences for 

the Hungarian minority, he added.

Németh made mention of the 

Mirotvorets extremist organisation’s 

recent publication of a list of officials of 

dual Ukrainian-Hungarian citizenship, 

which he called “a vile act eliciting a 

wave of intimidation”, but added that 

he considered the past one year “as 

an accident the ramifications of which 

could be tackled with due diplomacy”.

Referring to the Ukraine-Russia 

conflict, Németh said that “we, 

Hungarians, could support Ukraine 

in that conflict” and insisted that 

Ukraine should not “deprive itself 

of the support its allies beyond its 

western borders could provide in 

NATO and the European Union” or 

else it could “jeopardise its future and 

opportunities”. Ukraine’s “generating 

tension with Hungary” in fact serves 

the political purposes of Russia, which 

seeks discord between Ukraine and the 

West, Németh added.

In the meantime, a group of 19 

central European MEPs have sent an 

open letter to Andriy Parubiy, the 

chairman of Ukraine’s parliament, 

expressing concern over the country’s 

language bill. The letter was signed 

by MEPs of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz-

KDNP, ethnic Hungarian MEPs in 

neighbouring countries, as well as two 

Romanian and two Bulgarian MEPs. 

The Ukrainian parliament approved 

the first draft on Oct. 4 which makes 

compulsory the use of Ukrainian as 

an official language in education and 

other areas. A second round of voting 

is scheduled for Nov. 6.

In the letter, the European 

lawmakers cited obligations Ukraine 

has undertaken in international 

accords on observing minority rights. 

Furthermore, they propose submitting 

the bill to the Council of Europe’s 

Venice Commission for an opinion and 

approval before a final vote.

In the meantime, Andrea Bocskor, 

a Hungarian MEP from Ukraine’s 

Transcarpathia region, has sent a 
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letter to inform Antonio Tajani, the 

president of the European Parliament, 

about the bill which she said violates 

minority rights. She asked Brussels to 

monitor the legislative process and 

take steps to make Ukraine observe 

basic human rights and consult 

ethnic minority organisations and 

international institutions on new laws 

affecting minorities.

HOUSE SPEAKER INITIATES 
PROBE OF DEMETER

House Speaker László Kövér has 

initiated a national security probe of 

Márta Demeter, an MP of opposition 

LMP, with the Constitutional Defence 

Office Directorate for disclosing 

classified information, dailies Magyar 

Hírlap and Magyar Idők said on 

Saturday.  The parliamentary 

group of governing Fidesz is also 

turning to the public prosecutor on 

the matter, the papers said.

Earlier in October, Demeter divulged 

in queries to the defence and interior 

ministers the name of a passenger on 

a military aircraft, wrongly assuming 

that the passenger was the daughter 

of the prime minister.

Magyar Idők noted that Lajos Kósa, 

who chairs parliament’s defence 

committee, asked the house speaker 

on Thursday for a probe of Demeter. 

If the probe establishes Demeter put 

Hungary’s counterintelligence at risk, 

the house speaker could initiate her 

removal as the deputy head of the 

defence committee, a measure that 

would require the approval of a simple 

majority of MPs, the paper said. There 

has been no precedent for such a 

move in Hungary since the change of 

system, it added.

A spokesperson for the 

investigations department of the 

Public Prosecutor’s Office told the 

papers that Demeter had been 

reported on suspicion of an infraction 

involving misuse of personal data.

Magyar Idők said the parliamentary 

group of Fidesz has reported Demeter 

to the prosecutor on suspicion of a 

number of criminal offences.

MOMENTUM STAGES 
SOLIDARITY DEMO  
FOR CENTRAL EUROPEAN 
UNIVERSITY

Thousands gathered in central 

Budapest to express solidarity with 

Central European University (CEU), 

in a demonstration staged by the 

Momentum Movement, on Friday. 

Momentum leader András Fekete-Győr 

told the crowd that the government 

“wants to expel CEU from Hungary” 

because Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

“is terrified of all those that have 

thoughts”. He gave the prime minister 

until December 1 “to take his dirty, 

corrupted hands off the university” 

and called on Hungarians “to defend 

what belongs to them”.

CEU said last week that incoming 

students will study at a new 

campus in Vienna from the 2019-20 

academic year, if a solution affecting 

the university’s circumstances 

cannot be found by December 1. In 

response, government spokesman 

Zoltán Kovács branded the 

announcement a “political ploy” 

on the part of US billionaire George 

Soros. He said CEU “will continue to 

operate in Hungary today, and, in 

our opinion, in the future too.”

Ruling Fidesz said in a statement 

that Momentum “promotes the 

interests of businessman George 

Soros”. They argued that politicians of 

the opposition are backed by the US 

billionaire and “they are now paying 

their gratitude in front of the Soros 

university”. The statement added 

that CEU “is operating undisturbed” 

and the “hysteria around it is but a 

political ploy”.

In another development, the 

opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) said it would make every 

possible effort in both the Hungarian 

and the European parliaments to 

ensure CEU is allowed to continue 

operating in Budapest. Deputy party 

leader and MEP Péter Niedermüller 

said resolving the conflict with 

CEU as well as restoring academic 

freedom and the autonomy of 

universities is a basic condition 

for ruling Fidesz to remain in the 

European People’s Party.

DK will initiate a plenary vote on 

putting a bill on lawmakers’ agenda 

that would renew CEU’s licence 

automatically, Niedermüller said. 

Getting Hungary’s government 

to disclose why it won’t sign CEU’s 

operating licence and why it wants to 

bring the university to ruin is a goal 

that must be achieved, he added.
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HOLLIK: MASSES ON 
BALKAN ROUTE “DRESS 
REHEARSAL” FOR PRO-
MIGRATION FORCES

The masses of migrants on the 

Balkan route to Europe as well as 

the thousands of Central American 

migrants en route to the United States 

via the “Soros Express” are a “dress 

rehearsal” for pro-migration forces, the 

spokesman for the parliamentary group 

of the governing Fidesz-KDNP alliance 

said. The “Soros network” and the 

political forces allied with it are trying 

to make migration legal and automatic, 

while getting nation states to give up 

the right to protect their own borders, 

István Hollik told a press conference, 

referring to organisations affiliated with 

US billionaire George Soros. Regardless 

of the powers with which it must 

struggle, the Hungarian government 

and the parliament will uphold the will 

of the Hungarian people as expressed in 

the April 8 general elections, he added.

The Soros network is working hard 

to resettle migrants not only in Europe, 

but in the US, bringing in thousands on 

the “Soros Express”. By grabbing the 

attention of the international media, 

they want to provoke US authorities, 

creating conflict, just as they did when 

migrants rioted in Röszke, on Hungary’s 

border with Serbia, in 2015, then get 

the US authorities to surrender their 

right to protect the border, he said.

The Soros network is working to get 

migration accepted as a fundamental 

human right at the UN, in Brussels and 

in the European Parliament. That’s 

how they want to turn Europe into a 

continent of migrants, and that’s how 

they want to destabilise the anti-

migration US government, Hollik said.

BALOG: GERMANY 
COUNTING ON HUNGARY 
IN REFORM OF CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRACY

Europe is embroiled in intense debates 

on the reform of Christian democracy 

as well as the role of Christianity in 

society, and Germany is counting 

on Hungary in these debates, prime 

ministerial commissioner Zoltán Balog 

told MTI after giving a lecture on 

Christian democracy in Leipzig.

The Hungarian state has a duty to 

protect and support Christian culture. 

The unifying power of culture and the 

homogeneity of a community makes 

the nation stronger, he said, adding 

that this was not solely a matter of 

faith. One example of this, Balog said, 

was the government’s introduction 

of mandatory ethics classes in the 

primary school curriculum. Though 

only 15-20% of Hungarians practise 

their faith actively, half of all Hungarian 

schoolchildren attend Bible study. This 

and the increased interest in church-

run schools indicated that there had 

been a real need for the measures the 

government has introduced in the 

interest of supporting Christian culture.

Balog’s lecture was part of a series of 

events organised by the Konrad Adenauer 

Foundation focusing on the role of 

Christian values in a secular society.

DK STAGES PROTEST 
AGAINST ‘DICTATORSHIP’ 
IN HUNGARY

Some 250 supporters of the leftist 

Democratic Coalition (DK) gathered for 

a demonstration in Pecs, in southern 

Hungary, as part of DK’s tour of the 

country, to protest against what 

DK leader Ferenc Gyurcsány called 

“dictatorship” in the country.

“If we are brave enough to declare that 

it is a dictatorship, we need to understand 

that dictatorships are not toppled in 

parliament,” Gyurcsany told the protesters. 

He added, however, that he “abhors and 

fears” developments in which changes 

are brought about by a “menacing 

crowd” rather than “an organised and 

democratic will of the people”. Even those 

who oppose the system have a duty to 

“maintain a minimum of calm” in the 

country, he added.

Páter Hoppál, Pecs’s MP delegated 

by ruling Fidesz, said before the protest 

that Gyurcsány was “the strongest 

supporter of Brussels’ pro-migration 

policy in Hungary”. Gyurcsány “wants 

to dismantle the border fence” and 

his party supports European plans for 

mandatory migrant quotas. “Gyurcsány 

is ready to make Hungary a migrant 

destination,” the lawmaker said.

PRESIDENT SENDS 
CONDOLENCES TO 
JORDAN OVER BUS CRASH

President János Áder has sent 

condolences to Abdullah II, the King 
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of Jordan, over the bus crash caused by 

heavy rains and floods near the Dead 

Sea. Áder said he was deeply shocked 

and saddened by the accident which 

claimed the lives of many children 

during a school excursion, on Thursday. 

On behalf of the Hungarian people, 

the president expressed his deepest 

condolences to the families of the 

victims and to the people of Jordan. He 

wished quick recovery to those injured.

ÁDER SENDS MESSAGE 
OF CONDOLENCE AFTER 
PITTSBURGH SHOOTING

President János Áder has expressed 

condolences to the families of victims 

in a shooting on Saturday that claimed 

eleven in a Pittsburgh synagogue. 

Áder, who is visiting Florida, sent a 

message to US President Donald 

Trump late on Saturday, saying that he 

was deeply shocked by the senseless 

act of violence that killed so many 

innocent US citizens.

On behalf of the Hungarian 

people, Áder expressed his deepest 

condolences to the families and 

friends of the victims. He wished a 

speedy recovery to those injured. The 

president expressed hope that such 

hate crimes would never occur again 

and that people would be allowed to 

exercise their religion freely, without 

fear, all over the world.

Hungarian Jewish organisations 

on Sunday said they were praying for 

and commemorating victims of the 

shooting in Pittsburgh. The Federation 

of Jewish Communities (Mazsihisz) 

said that “no matter where a Jewish 

community is exposed to attack, it 

is equal to an assault on the Jewish 

people as a whole.” What happened 

in Pittsburgh on Sunday is a “bloody 

example” of the consequences of 

hate. The Unified Hungarian Jewish 

Congregation (EMIH) said that “the 

bloodiest anti-Semitic attack in 

US history has unified the Jewish 

communities of Hungary and the 

world against all forms of anti-Semitic 

hate-mongering.”

The shooter, 46-year-old Robert 

Bowers, opened fire during the 

Sabbath service at the Tree of Life 

synagogue, killing eleven and 

wounding six.

HUNGARY TO OPEN  
VICE-CONSULATE IN MIAMI

Hungary will open a vice-consulate 

in Miami, President János Áder 

announced after talks with Francis 

Suarez, Miami’s mayor. The new 

representation will facilitate easier 

contact with Hungary for a local 

community of some 100,000 

Hungarians and for a growing number 

of Hungarian tourists to Florida, Áder 

told Hungarian public media after 

the talks. Parties at the talks touched 

upon climate change, and Suarez 

talked about its impacts on Florida 

such as frequent hurricanes and 

flash floods as well as rising sea levels. 

Miami’s leaders expressed an interest 

in Hungary’s digital technologies 

and Hungarian experience in flood 

protection, Áder said.

GOVT AIMS TO DRAW 
CLEAR LINE BETWEEN 
STATE, PRIVATE 
HEALTHCARE

Hungary’s government aims to make 

the clearest possible separation 

between the state and private 

healthcare systems, state secretary 

Bence Rétvári said at a conference 

organised by the Dr Laszlo Batthyany 

Physicians Association. Rétvári 

conceded in his opening remarks 

that separating the two types of 

service would create a great deal of 

conflict in the coming period, but 

said the result would be that state 

and private healthcare are no longer 

jumbled together. State hospitals will 

provide exclusively state healthcare 

services, while private healthcare 

services will be provided at different 

facilities. Mixing the two types 

of healthcare services creates an 

unfavourable situation which can lead 

to a slowdown in the pace of providing 

public healthcare services, he said. “If 

somebody checks in to a state hospital, 

they should be assured that patients 

there will only be getting state-

financed treatment, be it morning or 

afternoon.” It goes against the interests 

of Hungarians who pay for private 

healthcare services to be examined 

or get treatment in state hospitals, 

Rétvári said.

From November, a digital system 

will be gradually extended to private 

healthcare institutions that offers 

access to patient information from 
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state hospitals going back a period of 

a year. The system should reduce the 

number of misdiagnoses and incorrect 

treatments, Rétvári said.

FOSTERED WORKERS’ 
BONUS FOR GETTING 
PRIVATE SECTOR JOBS  
TO DOUBLE

The government will double the 

monthly bonus for fostered workers 

who join the primary labour market 

to 45,600 forints (EUR 141) from 

November 1, Finance Minister Mihály 

Varga told MTI. The incentive could 

better motivate fostered workers to 

find higher-paying jobs on the primary 

labour market, Varga said. The measure 

is part of a government programme 

launched to ensure that skilled 

workers with sufficient motivation 

don’t participate in the fostered work 

programme, but are placed in private 

sector jobs, bringing the country closer 

to achieving full employment. Fostered 

workers who are hired by private sector 

companies are eligible for the bonus 

until their original fostered work 

contract expires. Fostered workers 

doing seasonal farm labour are also 

eligible for the bonuses, Varga said.

Separate programmes have 

been launched in Hajdú-Bihar and 

Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County, 

underdeveloped regions with high 

unemployment and high rates 

of participation in fostered work 

schemes. Stress is being placed on 

matching fostered workers with jobs 

based on employers’ needs. Some 

12,000 workers have been paid the 

bonus already, and the programme 

could support the placement of as 

many as 50,000 fostered workers on 

the primary labour market by the 

end of 2019, Varga said.

About 114,500 Hungarians were in 

fostered work programmes in August, 

the latest available data show.

HUNGARIAN FASHION 
AND DESIGN AGENCY 
PARTNERS WITH CAMERA 
NAZIONALE DELLA MODA 
ITALIANA

The Hungarian Fashion and Design 

Agency has signed a strategic 

agreement with the Camera Nazionale 

della Moda Italiana (National Chamber 

for Italian Fashion), the Hungarian 

agency said.  In the framework of 

the agreement, the Camera Nazionale 

della Moda Italiana will support the 

development of the Hungarian fashion 

industry as a strategic partner over a 

period of three years.

In the first phase of the cooperation, 

a number of Hungarian designers will 

work with mentors from Italy. The 

designers, picked on the basis of 

professional criteria, are behind the 

brands Abodi, Je Suis Belle, Celeni, 

Artista, Dora Zsigmond, Cukovy, 

Tomcsanyi and Elysian.

The mentors and designers 

will start working together after 

Budapest Central European Fashion 

Week winds up in October, and 

the programme will continue 

in December, in Milan, where 

the designers will participate in 

workshops and meet with potential 

business partners, said Camera 

Nazionale della Moda Italiana 

managing director Stefania Vismarat. 

The aim of the cooperation is to 

ready the Hungarian brands for entry 

onto foreign markets.


