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The security of energy supply is one of the biggest global challenges today, Péter Szijjártó said at a Eurasian energy security 

forum in Belgrade. He said the interests of central and eastern European countries should be taken into consideration when 

deciding on energy investment projects and double standards eliminated. CEE countries should be able to decide on their 

own energy mix and Eurasian cooperation. He also urged the diversification of the region’s energy supply. As regards the 

use of double standards, Szijjártó argued that western European countries are rarely criticised for the measures they take 

to ensure their energy security, while CEE countries often receive criticism. It should be made clear, he said, that the CEE 

countries have the right to be treated equally to western European countries. Hungary, he said, was not looking to take the 

side of either Russia or the United States when deciding on energy-related matters, but was looking out for the interests 

of Hungarians. “What’s of importance is there should be a balance between east and west,” he said.

Europe’s central, eastern and southern regions must boost their cooperation in order 
to carry out projects that serve to improve the region’s energy security, Hungary’s 
foreign minister has said.
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SZIJJÁrtÓ: NeW eNerGY 
PrOSPectS

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said there 

was a possibility that new energy sources 

would soon be discovered. He noted 

that the region will have an additional 

energy source once gas extraction gets 

under way in the Black Sea gas field. 

Szijjártó also noted that Russian energy 

giant Gazprom is building two lines for 

the Turkish Stream gas pipeline, one 

of which will serve the Turkish market, 

with the other expected to supply gas 

to the Balkans and central Europe. The 

minister said the Turkish Stream project 

was regularly the target of criticism, 

which he attributed to “double standards 

and hypocrisy”. Szijjártó noted that the 

largest energy project, the Nord Stream 

2 pipeline, was being built in western 

Europe. This pipeline, he noted, would 

transport gas from Russia to western 

Europe. “We have to demand that such 

a development should also be made 

possible in central Europe,” Szijjártó said, 

adding that this would be the Turkish 

Stream pipeline. He said the two projects 

were similar in the sense that they would 

both serve the flow of Russian gas, both 

involve Gazprom and they would both 

involve new supply routes. The minister 

said: “If the European Commission 

doesn’t object to the western European 

pipeline, then why does it object to the 

one planned by the smaller central 

European countries?”

On the topic of nuclear energy, 

Szijjártó noted that it has been in use in 

Hungary since the 1980s. Around 40% 

of Hungary’s electricity is generated 

from nuclear energy, and the plan is to 

increase this share in the long run, he 

added.

SZIJJÁrtÓ UrGeS eU 
tO OPeN MOre 
AcceSSION cHAPterS 
WItH SerbIA

Hungary urges the European Union 

to open in December all accession 

chapters that are technically ready, Péter 

Szijjártó, Hungary’s foreign minister, 

said in Belgrade after talks with Serbia’s 

minister for European integration. 

Szijjártó said Jadranka Joksimović told 

him that Belgrade is ready to open seven 

chapters, and Budapest urges all seven 

chapters to be opened at the December 

intergovernmental conference. He said 

this would mean that by the end of the 

year, 21 chapters will have been opened 

with Serbia. Since the Romanian EU 

presidency follows the Austrian one, 

and Romania is in favour of enlargement, 

Budapest hopes that the remaining 14 

chapters can also be opened in the 

following six months. He also expressed 

hope that the Romanian presidency 

would return to the practice of opening 

two chapters instead of one during the 

six months.

Szijjártó underlined Hungary’s 

unwavering support for Serbia’s 

European integration process and its 

concomitant economic and security 

reasons. Its support is also an expression 

of solidarity, he added. The economic 

reason is that the growth rate of the 

Western Balkans exceeds that of the EU 

and in order to increase the latter, it is 

necessary to integrate faster-growing 

regions, he said. The security reason is 

that Serbia is viewed as a key player for 

stability in the Western Balkans, Szijjártó 

said. “A stable and fast-developing Serbia 

means a stable and fast-developing 

Western Balkans,” he added. “Now, 

when migration routes are being re-

activated, stability in the region is of 

utmost importance.”

Referring to a recent situation 

involving migrants on the Bosnia-

Croatia border, the minister said that 

many millions in the Middle East and 

North Africa live under circumstances 

that could make them set off towards 

Europe at any time. The reason for 

solidarity is that Serbia ensures the 

most comprehensive rights to ethnic 

minorities in the region, Szijjártó said. 

He expressed Hungary’s appreciation 

for the recent amendment of a law on 

ethnic minorities, expanding their rights. 

“We were pleased that representatives 

of ethnic minorities living in Serbia 

were involved in the preparation of the 

legislation,” he said. Since Hungary is 

interested in the stability of the Western 

Balkans, it is “rooting for” the success of 

dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, 

and hopes that a mutually beneficial 

result can be achieved, Szijjártó said.

He noted that an agreement was 

signed on Thursday to extend the 

mandate of a Hungarian expert in the 

Serbian integration working team by a 

year, through 2019.

Joksimović expressed appreciation for 

Hungary’s support for opening further 

chapters and said she hoped that their 
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countries would work together in 

an increasing number of areas in the 

future. She said seven chapters are 

technically ready but Belgrade believes 

that realistically three or four could be 

expected to open in December.

HUNGArY tO SWItcH 
tO WINter tIMe 
ON SUNDAY

Winter time will begin in Hungary 

on Sunday, October 28, when clocks 

at 3am are set back an hour. Power 

transmission system operator Mavir 

estimates that switching to summer 

time saves enough electricity to meet 

demand for a medium-sized town. Last 

year, 80 GWh energy was saved thanks to 

changing the clocks, Mavir figures show. 

Hungary adopted the light- and energy-

saving measure back in 1980. Under a 

1996 government decree, summer time 

begins on the last Sunday of March and 

ends on the last Sunday of October.

GOVt AUtHOrISeS 
HUF 24 bN eXtrA 
SPeNDING ON MASS 
MIGrAtION MANAGeMeNt

Hungary’s government has authorised 

a budget overshoot of 24 billion forints 

(EUR 74m) in spending to manage mass 

migration, a resolution published in 

the latest issue of the official gazette 

Magyar Közlöny shows. The extra 

funds are on top of the 50 billion forint 

allocation for management of mass 

migration in the interior ministry’s 

budget.

Also, the government decided 

to allocate 1.3 billion forints (EUR 

4m) for financing programmes and 

investments of national significance 

in Transylvania this year and additional 

1.5 billion forints for next year, Magyar 

Közlöny said. The government has 

ordered an immediate transfer of 1.3 

billion forints for programmes and 

investments of national significance 

in Transylvania in the 2018 budget. 

Next year, the finance minister and 

the deputy prime minister in charge 

of nation policy will have to secure 1.5 

billion forints budget resources for the 

same purpose.

HUNGArY POPULAtION 
DecLINe SLOWS betWeeN 
JAN-AUG

Hungary’s population decline slowed 

in the first eight months of 2018 

compared with the same period 

last year, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said on Friday. According to 

KSH figures, the number of births 

(59,351) was down 2.1% while the 

number of deaths (87,355) was 

2.3% lower in the period. Overall, 

there was a 2.6% moderation in the 

population decline. The number of 

marriages increased by an annual 

1.4% to 36,627.

GOVt GUArANteeS 
bUDAPeSt bID FOr 2023 
AtHLetIcS cHAMPS

The Hungarian government is 

offering a financial guarantee in 

support of Budapest’s bid to host 

the 2023 International Association 

of Athletics Federations (IAAF) World 

Championships. Candidates are 

expected to present to the IAAF the 

government guarantee on the costs 

of hosting the event by November 1, 

the Hungarian Athletics Association 

said. The IAAF is to pick the winning 

candidate on December 4. President 

of IAAF Sebastian Coe said in July 

that Budapest was a preferred 

candidate for the event, the website 

atletika.hu said. The budget also 

approved by the IAAF shows that 

hosting the event would cost 31.5 

billion forints.


