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Effective border protection exists and can be organised not only on land but also at the sea borders. However, proposals 

supported in Brussels and also in Germany aim at legalising migration, he said.

The summit failed to bring about agreement and this would not be possible under current conditions, the spokesman said, 

referring to plans for common border protection and establishing a migration agency. These would clearly hurt member 

states’ sovereignty while failing to contribute to effective border protection, he said. The Hungarian government has been 

saying for the last three years that it expresses solidarity with Europe by enforcing the regulations to protect the border, 

“an obligation and primary interest”, Kovács said. The EU has not granted any money for the costs Hungary has incurred, 

he said, adding that the 30 million euros approved has not yet been transferred. Majority support for migration reform in 

the European Parliament would contravene the basic treaty stating member states have powers over border protection 

and immigration.

The migration proposal by European Union presidency-holder Austria is “more realistic” 
but is still far from “having an acceptable outline”, government spokesman Zoltan 
Kovács said, referring to the Brussels summit of EU heads of state and government.
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SZIJJÁrtÓ: NO-DeAL 
breXIt WOULD HUrt eU

A no-deal Brexit would seriously hurt 

the European Union’s remaining 

member states given that the United 

Kingdom is the bloc’s second and 

the world’s fifth largest economy, 

Hungary’s foreign minister told BBC 

News. It is obvious to Hungary that the 

UK must reach a deal with the EU on 

the terms of its exit from the bloc, Péter 

Szijjártó said in Brussels. Failure to reach 

a Brexit deal would also be “very bad 

news” in terms of security cooperation 

between the EU and the UK and the 

current security challenges facing the 

bloc. This was why it was crucial for the 

two sides to do everything they can to 

make sure that the Brexit talks result in 

a deal, he said.

Hungary wants a fair Brexit deal that 

is mutually beneficial to the UK and the 

EU. Hungary’s interest also lies in the 

talks concluding with the deepest, most 

comprehensive and broadest possible 

free trade agreement. If such a trade 

deal falls through, EU trade in the UK will 

continue with World Trade Organisation 

(WTO) rules, the minister said.

Asked about Hungary’s economic 

ties with Russia, Szijjártó said western 

Europe was being “hypocritical” about 

Hungary’s relationship with Russia. He 

argued that on the surface, western 

Europeans criticise Russia while 

“beneath the surface” they enter into 

significant business agreements with 

that country, mainly in the energy 

sector.

Szijjártó added that it was not central 

European but major western European 

energy companies that were heavily 

involved in the Nord Stream 2 pipeline 

project. He noted that the “guest star” 

of the St. Petersburg International 

Economic Forum was French President 

Emmanuel Macron and that the 

Russian Energy Week conference in 

Moscow earlier this month had been 

attended by the leaders of major energy 

companies such as Total, Enel and Shell.

Meanwhile, Hungary over the past 

several years has lost about 7 billion 

dollars worth of export opportunities 

due to the sanctions against Russia, 

Szijjártó said.

GOVt LAUNcHING SerIeS 
OF FOrUMS ON eUrOPe’S 
FUtUre

The government is launching a series 

of forums to discuss the future of 

Europe with the participation of 

ministers and state secretaries, the 

Government Information Centre. Its 

statement said debates on national 

self-determination, including aspects 

such as European security, the 

migration crisis and the economy, 

will be the focus of events taking place 

in cities around the country and in 

Budapest starting in the next couple 

of days. “Dialogue on Europe’s future 

is important to the government,” the 

statement said, adding that decisions 

taken in Brussels can influence 

Hungarians’ everyday lives and 

livelihoods, as well as their security 

over the long term.

NÉMetH: HUNGArY-
bULGArIA FrIeNDSHIP 
‘INVALUAbLe’

A parliamentary official has praised 

political, economic and cultural ties 

between Hungary and Bulgaria as 

“invaluable”. Zsolt Németh, the (Fidesz) 

head of parliament’s foreign affairs 

committee, said that Hungary had 

been able to count on the support 

of Bulgarian MEPs when it came to 

the vote on the Sargentini report and 

Bulgaria had always been helpful with 

regard to European political debates. 

Németh met Bulgarian Deputy Prime 

Minister Valeri Simeonov on the day 

of Hungarian-Bulgarian Friendship. 

He said Bulgarians in Hungary were 

important to the bilateral friendship. 

“This community has a serious 

institutional system and a special 

colour in the palette of Hungarian 

national minorities.” He added that 

Bulgarians in Hungary had played 

an important role in Hungarian 

public life ever since the change in 

political system in 1990. Németh said 

great progress had been made in 

developing bilateral relations in the 

recent period. He noted that direct 

flights between the two countries have 

resumed and Hungarians have major 

investments in Bulgaria.

Simeonov praised the Hungarian 

government for “consistently 

defending its position in the EU”. 

This, he added, sets a good example 

for how to fight for national interests 

and sovereignty, as well as for “how to 
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combat neoliberalism in Europe”. He 

expressed thanks for Hungary’s help 

and financial support for the Bulgarian 

community in Hungary. Simeonov said 

that hopefully bilateral economic ties 

would intensify further in the future 

and cooperation between the two 

countries would escalate in connection 

with European affairs too.

In October 2016, the Hungarian 

and Bulgarian parliaments declared 

19 October as a day of Hungarian-

Bulgarian friendship. This is the day of 

Orthodox Saint John of Rila, the patron 

saint of Bulgaria.

SOcIALIStS: eU 
PrOSecUtOr’S OFFIce 
WOULD cUrb ‘OrbÁN 
reGIMe’S’ WOrSt 
eXceSSeS

If Hungary joined the European 

public prosecutor’s office, the worst 

excesses of the Orbán regime would 

be curbed, the opposition Socialists 

said. The European public prosecutor’s 

office would not violate Hungary’s 

sovereignty because it would be 

only in charge of cases that involve 

EU money, deputy group leader 

Tamás Harangozó said. According 

to some proposals, member states 

that refuse to join the European 

public prosecutor’s office should 

not be eligible for cohesion funding. 

Such funding helps to build schools, 

kindergartens, roads and hospitals, he 

said.

Harangozó asked Hungarian 

citizens to support a signature drive 

launched by independent lawmaker 

Ákos Hadházy, calling for Hungary to 

join the European public prosecutor’s 

office. István Ujhelyi, Socialist MEP and 

EP campaign leader, said the Sargentini 

report’s most serious accusations 

concerned the corrupt use of EU 

resources linked to the government. 

Hungary could lose as much as 500-

1,000 billion forints (EUR 1.55bn - 3.1bn) 

of the 9,500 billion forints available in 

the current budget period as a result 

of Prime Minister Viktor “Orbán’s 

corrupt system”. EU comptrollers 

have stated that the Hungarian 

system for EU tenders included 

serious faults, affecting almost all of 

the projects monitored. Payments 

are still suspended for three operative 

programmes, he added. The European 

public prosecutor’s office could help 

EU taxpayer monies reach Hungarian 

people who actually deserve them 

instead of ending up in the hands of 

oligarchs, he said.

GrOSS WAGe GrOWtH 
reAcHeS 10.1% IN AUG

The average gross monthly wage in 

Hungary stood at 321,200 forints (EUR 

998) in August, up 10.1% compared 

with the same month in the previous 

year, the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. Gross wage growth has been in 

the double digits since early last year, 

lifted by an agreement on minimum 

wage increases as well as a labour 

shortage. The average net monthly 

wage was 213,600 forints, also up 

10.1%.

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

that thanks to a growing economy, 

both the number of jobs and wages 

are rising steadily. In an interview 

to current affairs channel M1, the 

finance minister noted the six-year 

wage agreement concluded in 2016, 

which resulted in the basic minimum 

wage and minimum wage for skilled 

employees increasing by 8% and 

12%, respectively, from January this 

year. Varga said low earners had also 

seen wage increases, not only middle 

and high earners. And to retain a well-

trained workforce, employers are 

willing to pay higher wages, he said. 

Referring to the region as a whole, the 

minister also noted that only in Poland 

had wages risen faster, so Hungary 

has outpaced Slovakia and the Czech 

Republic on this score.

The finance ministry said that 

real earnings had risen by 9% in the 

first eight months this year, further 

improving the financial situation of 

Hungarian households. Growth in 

real wages in Hungary has remained 

unbroken for 68 months. The ministry 

also noted the positive effect of wage 

growth on consumption and retail 

trade, further boosting the Hungarian 

economy. In the second quarter alone, 

the economy grew by almost 5% on 

an annual basis. Wages are expected 

to continue to rise in the upcoming 

period, the ministry said.

Péter Virovácz, an ING Bank analyst, 

told MTI that the 10.1% rise in wages 

in August was considerably lower 

than the market expectation of 12.3%. 

Weaker-than-expected wage growth is 
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mainly down to a lagging public sector, 

he added. In August, however, the 

private sector outperformed on wage 

growth, exceeding the average for this 

year, he said. Dávid Németh of K&H 

Bank said wage growth was largely 

down to the increase in the minimum 

wages, though wage developments 

due to labour shortages in more 

and more sectors also contributed. 

Because of slower wage dynamics and 

accelerating inflation, the rise in real 

wages is already below 10%, he noted.

KÁSLer: ‘HeALtH cAre IS 
NOt A bUSINeSS’

The human resources minister 

has rejected suggestions that the 

government is intent on privatising 

health care, saying “the government’s 

position is clear: health care is not a 

business.” In an interview published in 

Magyar Hírlap, Miklós Kásler said the 

government is thinking in terms of a 

unified state system where all types 

of services are available for free to all. 

The government plans to expand the 

range of free services rather than to 

narrow them, he said. Work is under 

way on separating private health care 

from public health care, with current 

tasks including passing new legislation 

as well as changing financing and 

organisation.  One central element 

involves clearly identifying who works 

in private health care and exactly 

where and how they carry out their 

activities, Kásler added.

Commenting on hospital debt 

totalling 46 billion forints (EUR 

143m), he said the state owner must 

guarantee the operation of the sector 

regardless of difficulties and possible 

mistakes. He added that hospital debt 

had been cut to a third since the end 

of 2010, when it stood at 130 billion 

forints.

MUSIc AcADeMY’S 
reNOVAteD OrGAN 
PreSeNteD

The renovated Voit organ at the Ferenc 

Liszt Music Academy in Budapest will 

premiere in a concert celebrating the 

birth anniversary of its founder, the 

revered pianist and composer, on 

Oct. 22, the institution’s rector said, 

presenting the organ. The organ was 

built in 1907 and its 800 million forint 

(EUR 2.5m) renovation was thanks 

to state support, Andrea Vigh said. 

The organ belongs to European and 

world heritage and is an essential part 

of organ culture and classical music, 

she added. Several achievements of 

modern organ building have been 

incorporated into the instrument 

during the renovation process, such 

as a computer automated system of 

organ stops, she said.


