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The minister insisted that the list of some 300 ethnic Hungarian state or municipal officials of dual citizenship, recently 

published by Ukrainian website Myrotvorets, contained information which could only be obtained from the government 

or the secret services. A leader of the civil group running the portal used to work for the Ukrainian secret services, while a 

founder of the group was still a government employee, he said. 

Szijjártó blamed the Ukrainian state for its “obvious failure to protect its own citizens” and argued that Ukraine had so far 

done nothing to resolve the matter. Ukraine has launched a “hate campaign encouraged and assisted by the state against 

the Hungarian community”, Szijjártó said, adding that Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko had “probably granted approval 

to that campaign to increase his popularity”. 

On Wednesday, Hungary’s foreign ministry summoned Ukraine’s ambassador to Budapest over the existence of the “death 

list” of Transcarpathian Hungarians in Ukraine.

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó slammed the Ukrainian government for claiming there 
was no link between the Ukrainian state and a list containing the names of Hungarian-
Ukrainian dual citizens.
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PUTIN LAUDS POTENTIAL 
OF RUSSIAN-HUNGARIAN 
COOPERATION

Russia and Hungary have amassed 

“serious potential for cooperation”, 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 

said at a ceremony on Thursday in 

the Kremlin, where Hungary’s new 

ambassador to Moscow presented 

his credentials. Russia and Hungary 

are pursuing political dialogue and 

implementing long-term economic 

projects, particularly in the field of 

nuclear energy, among others, Putin 

said. He said the Russian-Hungarian 

intergovernmental committee had 

proven effective in its job, adding 

that the interregional cooperation 

committee will hold its inaugural 

meeting before the end of the year. 

Putin said that at his recent meeting 

with Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán, they drew up specific plans for 

continued bilateral cooperation in a 

variety of areas.

FIDESZ: EU HUMANITARIAN 
VISA AIMED AT PROMOTING 
ORGANISED MIGRATION

Brussels seeks to “introduce the 

organised transportation of migrants” 

into the European Union “so they can 

avoid border control”, ruling Fidesz’s 

press chief said, reacting to the 

European Parliament civil liberties 

committee’s proposal to introduce 

“humanitarian visas” for those wanting 

to submit asylum claims in the EU. 

The proposal would allow migrants 

to enter EU countries “practically 

automatically”, Balázs Hidvéghi told 

a press conference. Migrants could 

“enter the EU swiftly and the easiest 

way possible to submit asylum claims”, 

he said. “This madness is about 

bringing as many migrants to the EU as 

possible in the shortest time possible.” 

Hidvéghi quoted EU commissioner 

for migration Dmitris Avramopoulos 

as saying that the EC sees expanding 

legal migration as a priority.  He 

cited the European Commission’s 

recently published proposal urging a 

permanent resettlement programme, 

legal migration routes, border 

management and a centralised, 

Brussels-based decision making 

mechanism for asylum claims. 

Economic migrants submitting 

asylum claims are “basically illegal 

migrants”, Hidvéghi said. If Brussels 

legalises migration, “millions of 

Africans” will make their way to 

Europe, “not to mention other 

regions”, he said. Rather than listening 

to the people, the “pro-migration 

Brussels establishment” keeps on 

coming up with pro-migration 

proposals, he said. If they retain their 

majority after the EP elections next 

May, they will speed up the transfer 

of immigrants into the EU, he insisted.

HUNGARY ‘DOES NOT WANT 
TO BECOME LIKE W EUROPE’ 

Justice Minister László Trócsányi, 

in an interview to German 

conservative daily Die Welt, said 

Hungary did not want to become 

like western Europe. Commenting 

on the Article 7 procedure initiated 

at the European Parliament in 

the wake of a report by Dutch 

green MEP Judith Sargentini, he 

said it only served to divide and 

weaken Europe. In response to the 

charge that it was the Hungarian 

government that weakened 

European values, he said: “Our world 

view is different: we emphasise 

social cohesion, historic roots, 

our culture and national identity.” 

Certain words and notions in the 

West have a different meaning in 

Hungary, he said. Equality in the 

West means that everybody has 

the right to get married, whereas 

in Hungary marriage must be 

between a man and a woman. 

And whereas freedom in the West 

means “the unlimited freedom 

of individuals”, in Hungary “we 

believe that freedom also carries 

responsibilities with it.”

Commenting on the Sargentini 

report’s remarks concerning the 

judiciary, he said the document 

contained “shallow, generalising 

judgements” and its assessment 

of the constitutional court was 

“ridiculous”. In response to a 

question about controversial legal 

amendments affecting the Central 

European University (CEU), he said an 

assessment of whether Bard College in 

New York State was indeed involved 

in educational activities within the 

framework of the CEO was ongoing, 

and this would take some time.
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GULYÁS: UK HUNGARIANS’ 
RIGHTS SAFE EVEN  
IF BREXIT DEAL FALLS 
THROUGH

The British government will guarantee 

the rights of Hungarians living in the 

United Kingdom even if the country 

fails to secure a deal with the European 

Union on its exit from the bloc, Gergely 

Gulyás, the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, said after talks with government 

officials in London.

Gulyás held talks with British 

Home Secretary Sajid Javid and 

Martin Callanan, the government’s 

Brexit minister, among other cabinet 

members. Speaking to MTI afterwards, 

Gulyás said Javid had reassured him that 

London will guarantee Hungarians in 

Britain the right to work and live in the 

country even in the event of a no-deal 

Brexit. On the principle of reciprocity, 

the Hungarian government is ready to 

guarantee the same rights for Britons 

living in Hungary, Gulyás said.

Hungary supports the signing 

of a Brexit deal between the British 

government and the European 

Commission, he said, adding that the EU 

should also have a backup plan in case 

the deal falls through. Gulyás said he and 

Javid were in agreement that Europe’s 

inability to protect its borders from illegal 

migration had contributed significantly 

to UK voters deciding to leave the bloc.

Gulyás’s talks with Lord Callanan 

focused on the UK’s Brexit talks 

with the EC. Callanan said the Brexit 

ministry hopes to reach a deal with the 

executive body on the conditions of 

Brexit, adding that some disagreements 

still remained. Among the toughest 

issues, he said, was the question of the 

control of the Irish border.

Gulyás said everyone he had spoken 

with all stressed that Britain’s departure 

from the EU did not mean that it was 

abandoning Europe. In line with this 

approach, Britain will continue to strive for 

good long-term relations with the Visegrad 

Group countries, including Hungary, he 

added. This is a mutual interest of the two 

countries, he said, adding that Hungary 

and the UK should still strive for closer 

cooperation in higher education, the 

economy, culture and other areas.

Asked how members of the British 

government saw the chances of 

reaching a Brexit deal with the EU, Gulyás 

said members of the Conservative Party 

believed it was more likely than not that 

a deal would be reached. But since there 

are still some disagreements between 

the two sides, the government is also 

prepared for a no-deal scenario, he 

added. The goal, however, is for the UK 

to exit the EU in an orderly way, Gulyás 

said. The Hungarian government is also 

in favour of a fair Brexit deal, he said. 

However, if this is not the outcome, 

Hungary is ready to boost ties with 

Britain on a bilateral basis, he added.

LAW CHANGE AFFECTING 
HOMELESS ‘SERVES 
INTERESTS OF SOCIETY  
AS A WHOLE’

The change of law enshrined in Hungary’s 

constitution, which effectively outlaws 

living on the street, “serves the interests of 

society as a whole”, a government official 

said. The law amendment that enters 

into force on Oct. 15, “aims to ensure that 

homeless people are not on the streets 

at night time and that citizens can make 

use of public space unimpeded,” Attila 

Fülöp, the state secretary for social affairs 

and inclusion, told a press conference in 

Veszprém, in western Hungary. The law 

states that making public space a habitat 

is forbidden.

He said the government is setting 

aside a reserve fund of 300 million forints 

(EUR 925,000) for homeless provision 

such as ensuring the operations of 

day and night shelters and 24-hour aid 

for the needy. “From a humanitarian 

point of view, it is important to develop 

the institutions that provide for the 

homeless,” he added. Additionally, seven 

tenders worth 650 million forints have 

been won to upgrade institutions for the 

homeless across the country, he said.

Miklós Vecsei, deputy head of the 

Hungarian Maltese Charity Service, said 

it was important to find professional 

solutions for dealing with people living on 

the street who are reluctant to move into 

an institution. Lajos Némedi, the (Fidesz-

KDNP) deputy mayor of Veszprem, said 

that caring for the homeless worked well 

in the city thanks to the good cooperation 

of the people concerned, and this would 

apply in the future, too.

BLACKROCK INAUGURATES 
INNOVATION CENTRE

US investment manager BlackRock 

inaugurated an innovation centre in 
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Budapest on Thursday. Rachel Lord, 

BlackRock’s head of Europe, Middle 

East and Africa, said the company’s 

Budapest office employing 450 people 

is its second largest in Europe.

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Péter Szijjártó praised the company for 

employing Hungarian professionals 

to develop its financial and business 

technology, its marketing strategy and 

its client data management system. The 

investment project has contributed to 

making centres of innovation, service 

and excellence become the second 

most important sector in Hungary after 

the car industry, he said. The BlackRock 

investment project also proves that 

international investors view Hungary as 

a prime location, he added. Companies 

that provide the highest value-added 

and use state-of-the-art technologies 

find the environment is beneficial 

not only for production but also for 

high-level development, he added. 

BlackRock’s Budapest centre offers 

competitive work opportunities, even 

compared to London, and this may 

encourage highly skilled Hungarian 

workers to return home, Szijjártó 

said. Work opportunities available in 

Hungary will be presented in London 

and New York with the participation 

of BlackRock and others this year, he 

added.

TARLÓS: VIEW MUNICIPALITY 
IS CEDING POWER TO 
CENTRAL GOVT ‘NONSENSE’

Budapest’s new municipal 

development council, to be jointly 

headed by the prime minister and 

the mayor, will oversee all state and 

municipal projects in the city, and 

public procurement for projects will 

be administered by a state agency 

rather than the municipality itself, the 

mayor, István Tarlós, has said. But the 

view that the municipality is ceding its 

powers is “sheer nonsense”, he insisted. 

Tarlós told public broadcaster M1 

that the agreement scheduled to be 

signed by Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

and himself on Nov. 17 would “greatly 

increase” the municipality’s powers. 

Agreement was reached on 

“central issues” such as government 

aid to complete the refurbishment of 

Budapest’s M3 metro line and waste 

collection, he said. The municipality 

and the central government will also 

review Budapest’s flood protection 

system and a plan to remove car 

traffic from downtown, Tarlós said. The 

mayor insisted it was pointless for the 

opposition to criticise the agreement 

“without actually knowing its content”. 

The new body will hold its first 

meeting on Nov. 17, Tarlós said, adding 

that Budapest would gain “much more 

room for manoeuvre”.  

Tarlós accepted Orbán’s nomination 

to run in the 2019 municipal elections 

for a third term as Budapest mayor on 

Wednesday.

NON-WAGE BENEFITS GO 
TO 88% OF EMPLOYEES  
AT HUNGARIAN COMPANIES

Non-wage benefits go to 88% 

of the employees at Hungarian 

companies at present, according to 

a survey by the Hungarian Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry’s (MKIK) 

Economy and Business Research 

Institute (GVI). The rate at companies 

employing 20-49 people stands at 

74%, while it is 95% at companies 

employing more than 250. About 

41% of the survey respondents said 

they top up employees’ SZÉP voucher 

cards, which may be used for catering, 

accommodation and recreation, while 

40% offer start-of-school support 

and 29% pay benefits in cash. More 

than 10% pay into health care and 

voluntary pension funds or offer 

staff canteen and gift vouchers. 

Less than 10% offer employees 

support to pay off student loans, or 

for accommodations, kindergarten, 

crèches or life or health insurance.

Among big companies, 73% used 

SZÉP card top-ups and 66% offered 

commuting support and Erzsébet 

food vouchers. At SMEs, the most 

popular forms of non-wage benefits 

are commuting support and Erzsébet 

vouchers. The representative survey 

was of 400 company managers. 

Three-fourths of the managers 

were at SMEs and the rest at big 

companies employing more than 

250 people.

Hungary’s Parliament earlier 

approved legislation that will limit non-

wage benefits on which employers 

enjoy tax preferences to SZÉP card 

top-ups from next year. However, 

daily Magyar Idők said on Wednesday it 

learnt the government could consider 

a partial rollback of that measure.
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GOVT TO RAISE SUBSIDY 
FOR PARENTS TAKING 
CARE OF PERMANENTLY 
SICK CHILDREN

The government will raise the caregiver 

subsidy for parents tending to a 

permanently sick child in their homes 

to a monthly 100,000 forints (EUR 

307) on January 1, the state secretary 

for family affairs said. Katalin Novák 

said that the subsidy will be further 

increased to reach the minimum wage 

in 2022. The subsidy for people staying 

at home to take care of sick family 

members other than their children 

will also be raised, by 15% in January 

and by a further 5% each year until 

2022. Currently people in charge of 

sick family members receive a monthly 

net amount between 29,340 and 52,812 

forints (EUR 90-162) from state coffers.

ORBÁN INAUGURATES 
NATIONAL BASKETBALL 
ACADEMY IN PÉCS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

inaugurated the National Basketball 

Academy in Pécs, in southern 

Hungary. “The complex is rightly 

named a national academy as it is 

unique in Hungary,” Orbán said. The 

academy is designed to train young 

athletes as well as to host international 

tournaments, he said, and called on 

Pécs University to include the athletes 

in its grants scheme. It is important to 

keep talented young athletes home “so 

they don’t go to America to study”, he 

said. Next to three basketball courts 

with stands seating 400 that can be 

extended to accommodate 1,900, 

the complex also houses offices and 

lecture halls, as well as a dormitory for 

60. László Rátgéber, the former trainer 

of the Hungarian national men’s and 

women’s teams, will lead the academy, 

Orbán said. In Hungarian public life 

as in sports management, “there is a 

pressure to sell ourselves small after 

victories,” Orbán said and added that 

“we should be proud of what and of 

whom we have reason to be proud”.

FARM MINISTER MEETS 
RUSSIAN COUNTERPART  
IN MOSCOW

Hungarian Minister of Agriculture 

István Nagy met with Russian 

Minister of Agriculture Dmitry 

Patrushev in Moscow on Thursday. 

The sides discussed opportunities 

for expanding Hungarian exports 

not affected by sanctions against 

Russia, establishing joint ventures 

and the transfer of agricultural 

technology, Hungary’s farm ministry 

said in a statement.

GUEST NIGHTS UP 2.9%  
IN AUGUST

The number of guest nights at 

commercial lodgings in Hungary 

rose by an annual 2.9% to 

4,547,000 in August, according 

to the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH). Guest nights spent by 

Hungarian tourists rose by 5.7% 

to 2,498,000. Nights spent by 

foreign visitors edged down by 

0.2% to 2,049,000, albeit from a 

high base, KSH noted. Revenue 

of commercial accommodations 

increased by 12.2% to 63 billion 

forints (EUR 19.3m). Revenue per 

available room (REVPAR) at hotels 

rose by 11.4% to 17,339 forints. The 

occupancy rate at hotels rose 2.0 

percentage points to 75.8%.


