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The move came after he Volner sent a letter to Jobbik’s grassroots leaders calling for the installation of a new party leadership. 

He scorned attempts to forge a close alliance with green party LMP and lamented Jobbik’s “current catastrophic state of 

affairs,” and insisted that members were deserting the party in droves. 

Jobbik’s parliamentary group on Friday convened an extraordinary meeting after which Péter Jakab, one of the party’s 

MPs, held a press conference announcing Volner’s expulsion. Jakab also said that lawmakers István Apáti and Erik Fülöp 

had decided to quit the parliamentary group over Volner’s expulsion.

Jakab said Jobbik’s leadership had launched an ethics inquiry into Volner “over his actions in the past three months”, adding 

that Volner’s letter “was the last straw “. He said the letter was “very hard to interpret as other than something that would 

affect Jobbik negatively, and whatever affects Jobbik negatively helps [ruling] Fidesz”. 

The parliamentary group of conservative opposition Jobbik has expelled János Volner, 
one of the party’s deputy leaders, from its ranks.

VOLNER EXPELLED FROM JOBBIK PARLT GROUP

Turkish president Erdoğan’s visit 
to Budapest

Plenary session of parliament

Finance Ministry to publish flash 
report of general government 
position in Sept

Bacon, Freud and the Painting of the 
London School – exhibition to open 
at the Hungarian National Gallery 
(Tue)
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33rd Spar Budapest Marathon in the Buda tunnel
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VOLNER, DEPARTING 
JOBBIK MPS PLAN TO KEEP 
MANDATES

János Volner, a deputy leader of 

conservative opposition Jobbik who 

has been expelled from the party’s 

parliamentary group, and two other 

MPs who have left the group over 

his expulsion, will not return their 

mandates. The pledge was announced 

by Volner on his Facebook page over 

the weekend. 

COMMEMORATIONS HELD 
IN HONOUR OF 1849 ARAD 
MARTYRS 

The national flag of Hungary was 

hoisted and lowered to half-mast 

in front of Parliament on Saturday 

morning in a military salute to 

commemorate the leaders of 

Hungary’s revolution and freedom 

fight who were executed by Austria 

in 1849. October 6 was declared a 

national day of mourning in 2001. 

State commemorations on the square 

before Parliament were attended by 

Hungary’s President János Áder.

Later in the day, Áder attended 

a commemoration in Kemecse, 

northeast Hungary, and said that 

the example and faithfulness of the 

heroes of the 1848/49 revolution and 

freedom fight had strengthened in 

later generations of Hungarians 

the conviction that “freedom is an 

irreplaceable value that we must 

never give up”. Speaking at the 

grave of General Mihály Répásy, the 

president said the desire for freedom 

Hungarians had in 1848/49 “was 

built on such a strong foundation 

in the soul, thoughts and values of 

Hungarians that it could no longer be 

destroyed by any of the subsequent 

periods”. 

Attending a commemoration in 

Arad, Romania, foreign ministry state 

secretary Tamás Vargha spoke of 

Hungarians’ eternal desire for freedom 

and independence. “This is a shared 

heritage of several generations, which 

we must not squander,” the state 

secretary said, adding that Hungarians 

must always remain faithful to the 

ideals, struggles and sacrifice of their 

predecessors of 1848 and preserve 

their hard-won freedom.

Hunor Kelemen, chairman of the 

Democratic Alliance of Hungarians 

in Romania (RMDSZ), said it was not 

enough to win freedom once. “It 

must be preserved, taken care of, 

defended again and again, shared 

with others, and we must be able 

to recognize where the boundary is 

where freedom, total freedom and 

limitless freedom begin to limit the 

freedom of others,” he said.

KÖVÉR: HUNGARIANS 
TARGET OF CULTURE WAR

The 19th century armed struggle 

against Hungarians was replaced by 

a culture war after October 6, 1849, 

Parliamentary Speaker László Kövér 

said at an event commemorating 

the leaders of Hungary’s revolution 

and freedom fight who were 

executed by Austria in 1849, in 

Topoľníky (Nyárasd) in Slovakia over 

the weekend. That new war, Kover 

said, had been helped by political 

tyranny “and can still be observed 

today”. “The first targets of this 

culture war were the intellectual 

cornerstones of the revolution of 

1848: the Hungarian language and 

its roots,” the speaker said. He added 

that the “conscious culture war” that 

had targeted Hungarians over the 

course of the 20th century was still 

being waged today.

Kövér said the ones being 

attacked were always those who 

“want to strengthen the identity of 

Hungarians, who want to remain 

Christian, Hungarian, men and 

women and want a Hungary that 

remains Hungarian and a Europe 

that will belong to Europeans” for 

generations to come. He said the 

Austrian retaliation that followed 

the execution of the Arad martyrs 

was aimed at depriving Hungarians 

of their national pride. “Because 

those who are meant to be 

subordinates shouldn’t be assertive, 

but should instead be struggling 

with guilt and an identity crisis,” 

he said. “Those who are attacking 

us call themselves progressive and 

label the ones they are attacking 

obscurantist,” Kövér said. “Or they 

get called nationalists, populists, 

xenophobes, exclusionary, or 

whatever creates the worst possible 

perception according to the public 

opinion of the time.”
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VARGA: V4 TO TAKE JOINT 
ACTION CONCERNING EU 
CONTRIBUTIONS

The countries of the Visegrad Group 

will take joint action concerning 

contribution payments to the 

European Union, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga said during the Globsec 

Tatra Summit. The group will also 

call for changes to the 2021-2027 EU 

Financial Framework and continue 

preparations for their major investment 

projects, he said, adding that he 

expected a dispute at the annual 

meeting of finance ministers held 

in Slovakia where the V4 ministers 

will meet counterparts from France, 

Germany and current EU president 

Austria.

The Multiannual Financial 

Framework (MFF) for 2021-2027 will 

feature high on the agenda of talks, 

he said. As the current proposal of 

the European Commission has a 

disadvantageous effect on central 

European countries, the V4 propose a 

different structure for the EU budget, 

he said. EU funds should be used for 

catch-up between member states 

instead of punishing the central 

European region, the minister 

said. Hungary urges a simple and 

transparent system using contributions 

based on the gross national income 

(GNI) and own resources, which 

would best follow the principle of 

proportionate distribution of burdens 

and reflect the economic weight of 

member states, he said.

ERDOĞAN TO VISIT 
HUNGARY NEXT WEEK

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 

will arrive in Hungary for a two-day 

visit on Monday at the invitation of his 

Hungarian counterpart János Áder, the 

Hungarian president’s office told MTI. 

Áder and Erdoğan will meet at 1pm 

on Monday, the office said. Erdoğan 

is scheduled to meet Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán later on Monday, to be 

followed by a press conference at 

4.30pm. On Tuesday morning, he will 

open the Hungarian-Turkish Business 

Forum, organised by the Hungarian 

National Trading House. Over 150 

Hungarian and Turkish companies are 

expected to attend, the office said.

SOCIALISTS: GOVT 
CAN ONLY BE REPLACED 
BY LEFT-WING 
ALTERNATIVE

The leader of the opposition Socialist 

party has said the current right-wing 

government, which he called “an 

almost far-right regime”, can only be 

replaced by a left-wing alternative. At 

a press conference on the sidelines 

of a meeting of the party’s board 

on Sunday, Bertalan Tóth said the 

Socialists had celebrated the party’s 

29th anniversary and confirmed their 

intention to continue along the party 

embarked on in the summer when the 

party elected new officials.

He said the Socialists were building 

a left-wing alternative against the so-

called system of national cooperation 

established by the government, 

focusing on wages, education and 

the problems of the health sector, 

Tóth said. He said they want to build 

a country where everyone has equal 

opportunities.

Ágnes Kunhalmi, head of the party’s 

board, said the party continued to 

stand “on the side of the people” and 

they wanted everyone to have a secure 

future, proper housing, wages and 

work conditions. She said one of the 

key tasks for the party was to create 

a unified Hungarian left wing and a 

community of Hungarian democrats, 

adding that Socialists must change if 

they are to regain the confidence of 

society.

SOCIALISTS DEMAND 
MINISTER’S RESIGNATION 
OVER PATIENT’S DEATH

The opposition Socialist Party has 

filed a complaint with the public 

prosecutor over the death of a patient 

in a Budapest hospital and demands 

that Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler, who is in charge of health, 

resign, the party’s deputy group 

leader said. Speaking to reporters, 

Ildikó Borbély Bangó referred to press 

reports on the death of a 55-year-old 

patient awaiting surgery to receive 

a special implant at the Gottsegen 

György National Cardiology Institute. 

The special surgery was to be 

performed by a cardiologist who had 

in the meantime been relieved of his 

duties by the minister. Kásler’s decision 
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to sack a highly needed professional 

is proof that he is unfit for the post, 

Bangó said.

PALKOVICS: CORVINUS 
MODEL SHOULD BE 
APPLIED TO WHOLE 
SECTOR

The process leading to the new 

operating model of Budapest’s 

Corvinus University should be 

extended across Hungary’s entire 

higher-education sector, the minister 

of innovation and technology said in 

Pécs, in southern Hungary. Speaking 

at a general assembly of the National 

Conference of Student Councils, László 

Palkovics said the government’s aim 

was to create a simpler and more 

efficient operating environment in 

the higher-education sector with a 

view to establishing the foundations 

of competitiveness in higher 

education. He said the government 

wanted Hungarian universities to 

operate under the same conditions 

that universities in other countries 

or Hungarian private universities do, 

and the institutions should not be 

unnecessarily burdened by matters that 

do not fit into such a structure. Palkovics 

said the innovation capabilities of 

Hungarian-owned businesses must 

be improved if Hungary’s productivity 

is to be increased, and this is what the 

universities can provide a background 

for.

József Bódis, state secretary for 

education at the human resources 

ministry, said that “what is now 

happening at Corvinus” should be made 

possible for the other higher education 

institutions as well, at least at the 

regulatory level. He said every higher 

education institution should be given 

the opportunity to successfully manage 

its finances and realise its mission.

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, said in September that 

Corvinus University will be taken over 

by a foundation founded by the state 

from July 1 next year, which will run the 

university on a non-profit basis. The 

government aims to provide greater 

independence and more financial 

resources for the university so it can 

join the ranks of the world’s top 200 

universities.

SOCIALISTS: EU VAT 
PROPOSAL WOULD HELP 
FAMILIES, SMES

The European Union’s proposal 

to cap VAT at 25% would help 

families and SMEs, Socialist MEP 

Tibor Szanyi said. MEPs voted 

in Strasbourg on Wednesday to 

propose setting VAT between 

15% and 25%, Szanyi told a press 

conference. The proposal has yet 

to be approved by the European 

Council, he added. It would scrap 

the 0% VAT bracket, a severe blow 

to fraudsters, Szanyi said.

Hungary’s main VAT rate is 27% 

at present, the highest in the 

European Union. Szanyi said that 

the Hungarian state’s lost revenues 

will be compensated by the 

dwindling instances of VAT fraud. 

The proposal is expected to pass 

the European Council too, he said.

Ruling Fidesz said in response 

that Brussels and the left were 

trying to restrict the member 

states’ sovereign taxation policies 

so they could increase the 

personal income tax and scrap 

tax reductions for families raising 

children. Brussels wants to increase 

its power in all areas, putting at risk 

the Fidesz government’s previous 

tax cuts, the Hungarian personal 

income tax and corporate tax, 

which are the lowest in the EU, 

and the family tax allowances, the 

party said.


