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“Nobody has given the current presidium a mandate to engage in a closest possible alliance with liberal-left parties,” Volner 

wrote to Jobbik’s grassroots leaders, adding that a party congress should be held to elect a new presidium and officials. A 

copy of his letter was published online by business weekly Figyelő on Friday.

Referring to Jobbik’s endeavours to turn itself into a “people’s party”, Volner scorned attempts to forge a close alliance with 

green party LMP, “a party that defines itself in its statutes as liberal and centre-left ... and which, in any case, is in the midst 

of a cycle of self-destruction”. Such an alliance would compromise the party’s founding values and objectives, he added. 

“Excuse me, but I’m not a whore,” he wrote in the letter.

Volner also accused Jobbik’s leader and his deputy of forging an alliance “with NGOs sponsored by speculator George 

Soros, a freemason” and the leftist opposition Democratic Coalition. He also lamented Jobbik’s “current catastrophic state 

of affairs” and insisted that party members, including mayors, were deserting the party.

János Volner, a deputy leader of opposition Jobbik, has called for the conservative 
party’s leadership to be swept aside and a new one installed.

VOLNer cALLS FOr NeW JObbIK LeADerS

carpathian basin Hungarian 
Autonomy council meets

Informal meeting of eU foreign 
ministers in Innsbruck

commemoration of 1849 Arad 
martyrs

M
TI

/L
aj

os
 S

oó
s

Statue of Árpád Göncz, Hungary’s first post-communist president, unveiled 
in Budapest
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FIDeSZ tUrNS 
tO PrOSecUtOr 
OVer MIGrAtION AID 
becOMING POLItIcAL 
PArtY

Ruling Fidesz is turning to the 

prosecutor’s office over civil group 

Migration Aid’s move to become a 

political party, a Fidesz lawmaker 

said. From now on, Fidesz’s anti-

migration cabinet will be monitoring 

“the domestic flow of Soros monies”, 

Szilárd Németh, the head of the 

cabinet, said. Németh insisted that US 

billionaire George Soros’s donations to 

Hungarian NGOs “always end up with 

organisations supporting migration”. 

This was why, he said, Fidesz needed to 

keep track of the flow of his donations. 

He said Migration Aid, which he called 

a “pseudo NGO”, had decided to 

transition into a political party to avoid 

having to pay the newly-introduced 

25% migration levy imposed on 

organisations that support migration.

The lawmaker noted that Migration 

Aid’s situation has also been discussed 

by parliament’s justice committee and 

the body has asked the government 

to look into the matter. Németh said 

the migration levy was a way for pro-

migration organisations to pay their 

share of the public burden. “Those 

who receive money for the purpose 

of causing difficulties in the life of a 

country should pay taxes on that 

money,” he argued, adding that the 

migration levy served to protect 

Hungary and Europe the same way 

Hungary’s border fence, tightened 

asylum laws and the “Stop Soros” 

package of laws and its related 

constitutional amendment did.

SPeAKer UrGeS JOINt 
eFFOrtS tO UPHOLD 
reGIONAL DeVeLOPMeNt

Addressing a conference, Speaker 

of Parliament László Kövér said the 

Danube countries could only uphold 

sustainable regional development 

through cooperation. Hungary 

considers the European Union’s 

strategy for the Danube region a key 

factor in central and eastern European 

political cooperation, Kövér said in his 

opening address to the 5th conference 

of lawmakers from the Danube 

countries in Parliament. He said it was 

encouraging to see that policymakers, 

experts and residents of the Danube 

region were increasingly conscious 

about focused cooperation. Hungary 

has contributed a number of initiatives 

to the Danube strategy, Kövér said. “We 

have given coordinated responses to 

the shared challenges and we have 

been able to present results that are 

meaningful to the entire region.”

The speaker noted that the EU 

approved the Danube strategy 

during Hungary’s presidency in 2011. 

In 2014, Budapest hosted the second 

conference of Danube country 

deputies. Last year, Hungary was in 

charge of carrying out the presidential 

duties of the strategy and Budapest 

hosted the annual Danube strategy 

forum with several non-EU prime 

ministers in attendance, he said, 

noting that in his opening address 

to last year’s forum, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán had underlined the 

importance of allowing non-EU 

countries to join the strategy, as well 

as the need to increase funding for 

Danube region development projects. 

Hungary is committed to the successful 

implementation of the strategy and has 

always considered the strategy’s most 

important goals as its own, Kövér said.

“Geography is stronger than any 

ideology,” Kövér said, emphasising the 

River Danube’s role in both dividing 

and uniting the countries it flows 

through. The speaker added that 

although the Danube countries all 

benefit from the river, they must also 

cooperate in protecting themselves 

from floods, preventing industrial 

accidents and responding to the river’s 

waste pollution.

The conference was attended by 

Serbia’s National Assembly President 

Maja Gojković, Slovenian Parliamentary 

Speaker Dejan Zidan, Ivo Bereka, the 

vice-president of the Czech senate, and 

Hungarian Socialist Party MEP Tibor 

Szanyi, among others. The participants 

adopted a joint declaration at the end 

of the event.

cOrVINUS UNIVerSItY, 
cHINA’S FUDAN 
UNIVerSItY tO LAUNcH 
JOINt MbA

The Budapest Corvinus University 

and Shanghai’s Fudan University are 

launching a joint MBA programme. The 
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announcement was made at an event 

held in Budapest in preparation for the 

Shanghai Forum 2019 conference. 

National Bank of Hungary governor 

György Matolcsy said the programme 

aimed to produce talented and 

highly skilled professionals. He said 

the scheme was a part of Hungary’s 

support for China’s Belt and Road 

initiative aimed at creating a new “Silk 

Road” of trade links between China 

and Europe. Hungary and the central 

and eastern European region “form a 

bridge” between Europe and China, 

Matolcsy said. The region has already 

proven itself as the European Union’s 

“small but well-functioning engine 

of growth” in recent years, he added. 

The leaders of Hungary’s central 

bank, Corvinus University and Fudan 

University signed a trilateral agreement 

at the event.

SZIJJÁrtÓ IN tALKS 
WItH rOMANIA’S trADe 
MINISter

Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, had talks 

in Innsbruck on bilateral ties with 

Stefan Radu Oprea, Romania’s trade 

and enterprise minister. Szijjártó said 

Romania is Hungary’s second most 

important export market. “We are 

interested in the steady development 

of relations and cross-border road 

connections and energy ties,” he 

added. Hungary supports Romania’s 

aspiration to join the OECD. The 

two countries will work together in 

European Union forums to improve 

regulations affecting the car industry, 

given its importance to their respective 

economies, he said.

INDUStrIAL OUtPUt 
UP 1.5% IN AUG

Industrial output in Hungary rose 

by an annual 1.5% in August, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said 

in a first reading of data. Adjusted 

for the number of working days, 

output climbed by 4.5%. In a month-

on-month comparison, output rose 

by 3.8%, adjusted for seasonal and 

workday effects. For the period 

January-August, output rose 3.6% 

year on year.

INtL reSerVeS DOWN 
bY eUr 538M IN SePt

The National Bank of Hungary’s (NBH) 

international reserves stood at 23.726 

billion euros at the end of September, 

down 538 million from the end of 

the previous month, according to 

preliminary data. The reserves were 

up 358 million from the end of 2017.

MePS’ PrOPOSeD VAt 
cAP ‘WOULD reStrIct 
SOVereIGN tAX POLIcY’

Hungary’s government believes a 

proposal by the European Parliament 

to cap VAT rates at 25% would restrict 

sovereign tax policy, business daily 

Világgazdaság said. MEPs voted in 

Strasbourg on Wednesday to propose 

setting a maximum VAT rate of 25%. 

Hungary’s main VAT rate is 27%, the 

highest in the European Union. 

“Brussels and the left wing want to 

raise the personal income tax, and 

they want to end tax preferences 

for children. That’s the real aim, 

that’s why they want to restrict the 

sovereign tax policy of member 

states,” a government official told the 

paper when asked to comment on the 

matter.

StAtUe OF 1St POSt-
cOMMUNISt PreSIDeNt 
UNVeILeD IN bUDAPeSt

A statue of Árpád Göncz, Hungary’s 

first post-communist president 

between 1990 and 2000, was 

unveiled in a Budapest district. 

Addressing the ceremony, 

András Gulyás, the head of the 

Árpád Göncz Foundation, said 

the former president, a one-time 

writer, translator and dissident, 

had dedicated his entire life to 

relentlessly fighting for the cause of 

democracy. József Tóth, the mayor 

of the 13th district, said that Göncz 

kept to his high moral standards 

when serving in the highest office.

Göncz died on October 6, 2015 

at the age of 93. The centre of the 

district was named after him in 

2016.


