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Adopting the current package would trigger dangerous processes and lead to further waves of migration, Péter Szijjártó 

said in a speech given at the UN General Assembly in New York. The minister said the way in which managing migration 

was handled would “shape our future for a long time ahead” in a globalised world. It would encourage all countries to 

turn into the source of migration, transit countries or final destinations, he added. Hungary rejects this solution and insists 

that the international community should respect the sovereignty of individual states as well as their right to prioritise the 

security of their own peoples. The international community should support each country in preserving their historical, 

religious, cultural and social heritage, he added.

He said the UN pact exclusively supported the interests and prosperity of migrants. Instead, it should address the fundamental 

rights of those who want to live their lives in safety and peace, he added. Szijjártó insisted the end result of mass migration 

around the world was the heightened threat of terrorism.

Adopting the current migration pact currently under discussion in the United Nations 
would be “the worst possible step” when it comes to tackling the challenge of 
migration, the foreign minister said.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU RESPONSE 
TO MIGRATION POLICY 
FAILURE 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

in a speech given at the UN General 

Assembly that migratory waves 

benefited no one: people embarking 

on journeys to find a new home risk 

their lives. Recipient countries, for 

their part, must absorb masses of 

migrants who are from an entirely 

different culture, he said. So migration 

leads to the emergence of parallel 

societies, with concomitant security 

implications, he added. 

Szijjártó noted an event in 2015, 

when 400,000 illegal migrants 

traversed Hungary. “They breached 

local laws, attacked the police, had 

showed no regard for local culture 

and lifestyles,” he said, adding that the 

European Union’s response had been a 

policy failure. Instead of stopping the 

migration wave, it was tantamount 

to an invitation. The EU had intended 

to redistribute migrants and punish 

member states that rejected this 

forced policy. This, he added, had 

proved to be an “unsuccessful and 

damaging” approach. The minister 

said that over the past four years, 

more than 30 terrorist attacks had 

been carried out in Europe, all of them 

related to migration. More than 300 

people were killed and more than a 

thousand injured, he added. “Whereas 

Brussels insists it is impossible to stop 

migration, Hungary has shown it is 

indeed possible,” he said. Together 

with the other member states of the 

Visegrad Group, Hungary has sealed 

the border and obstructed illegal 

immigration, he said. Szijjártó also 

welcomed Italy’s recent endeavour 

to shut down maritime migration, 

notwithstanding the criticism it has 

received for doing so.

The minister insisted that 

international efforts should focus on 

stopping new waves of migration. 

International organisations must 

make it clear that immigration is 

not a fundamental human right. 

UN representatives and others 

see migration as sources of global 

prosperity “as if it were the best thing 

that could happen to humanity”. 

Hungary firmly rejects the approach 

that immigration is the best solution 

to demographic and labour market 

challenges, he added. He also 

dismissed the idea that human rights 

should be the lodestar for judging 

border protection measures, saying 

this was “a very dangerous approach”. 

Border protection is a matter of 

national security and only legal 

crossings are acceptable. Breaches of 

the law should be severely punished, 

he said.

Szijjártó said Hungary also dismisses 

the idea that multicultural societies 

were preferable to monocultures. 

The minister said the security and 

wellbeing of Hungarians was the 

government’s top priority. While 

strictly protecting the borders, the 

government has pledged to develop 

the education system and to help 

families bring children into the world. 

This, he said, was the right answer 

to demographic and labour market 

challenges. Hungary, he added, is also 

helping the Christian communities in 

the Middle East in this spirit.

RULING PARTY MEPS 
TO TURN TO JUNCKER

The MEPs of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz-

Christian Democrat alliance are turning 

to the European Commission president 

over European Commissioner 

Dimitris Avramopoulos’s latest call 

on EU member states to honour their 

commitments to take in migrants, a 

Fidesz MEP said.

At an accompanying event of the 

73rd session of the United Nations 

General Assembly in New York earlier 

this week, Avramopoulos, the EU 

commissioner for migration, home 

affairs and citizenship, expressed 

hope that European Union member 

states would soon approve the 

EU’s refugee relocation scheme. He 

expressed the EU’s support for the UN’s 

migration package and noted that EU 

member states had made voluntary 

commitments to take in refugees. 

Tamás Deutsch told journalists in 

Budapest that the Fidesz-KDNP MEPs 

will next week ask Jean-Claude Juncker 

when he would replace Avramopoulos 

and with whom. Deutsch said that 

with his address at the UN event, 

Avramopoulos “violated the most 

basic rules” and “announced an openly 

pro-migration programme and the 

permanent settlement of migrants”. 

He said the commissioner’s remarks 
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suggested that he intended to legalise 

and organise migration, strip member 

states of their right to protect their 

borders and manage their own asylum 

system and make it easier for migrants 

to enter Europe. He said Avramopoulos 

had “overstepped his authority in an 

unprecedented way”, adding that his 

remarks were “diametrically opposed” 

to the EU’s legal norms, its decisions 

on the protection of the external 

borders and stopping immigration and 

even the EC’s amendment proposals 

to the existing migration rules. The 

commissioner could only have said 

that the EU supports and accepts 

the UN’s migration package if he 

had been authorised to do so by all 

member states, Deutsch said. But by 

speaking on behalf of the EU, “when 

several member states disagree with 

his pro-migration remarks”, Deutsch 

said, Avramopoulos “violated the most 

basic rule”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ URGES 
INCREASED GLOBAL 
EFFORT TO COMBAT NEW 
SECURITY RISKS

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó, at a ministerial meeting of the 

United Nations Alliance of Civilizations 

(UNAOC) in New York on Friday, urged 

the group’s member states to increase 

their efforts to combat new global 

security risks such as mass migration 

and religious extremism. Szijjártó 

said the UNAOC needed to be made 

stronger in light of the growing 

number of conflicts worldwide and 

the rise of the threat of terrorism in 

regions that up until recently had not 

been threatened by it.

Concerning migration, Szijjártó 

said there are currently tens of 

millions of people fleeing their 

homelands for new countries, 

which he said could destabilise 

migrants’ countries of origin, the 

countries they pass through and 

their destination countries. He said 

it was “unacceptable” that certain 

international organisations were 

“trying to present migration as a 

positive phenomenon”. The minister 

said this approach was one-sided, 

adding that the dangers and threats 

migration brings with it should also 

be considered.

Szijjártó also touched on the 

suffering of persecuted Christian 

communities. He said they, too, 

should be protected and that the 

world should reject the view that 

“anti-Christianity is the last acceptable 

form of discrimination”. He said certain 

international organisations were also 

conveying this view.

He cited a study by the Open 

Doors foundation dedicated to 

helping persecuted Christians, which 

found that Christians were the most 

persecuted religious group in the 

world. Some 215 million Christians 

worldwide experience extreme 

persecution. An average of 66 

Christian churches are attacked each 

month. More than 100 Christians are 

abducted and 160 imprisoned extra-

judicially for their faith and 255 are 

killed, he said, citing the study.

The UNAOC is an initiative that 

was proposed by the President of 

the Government of Spain, Jose Luis 

Rodriguez Zapatero, at the 59th 

General Assembly of the UN in 2005. 

It seeks to encourage international 

action against extremism through the 

forging of international, intercultural 

and interreligious dialogue and 

cooperation. It has about 150 member 

states.

MENCZER: HUNGARY’S 
FOREIGN MINISTER ‘WILL 
NOT BE INTIMIDATED’

Hungary’s foreign minister will not 

be intimidated when it comes to 

the dispute with Ukraine over dual 

citizenship, a ministry official has 

said. Tamás Menczer, state secretary 

for international representation, 

told a news conference that state-

sanctioned attacks against Hungarians 

were taking place. He said the foreign 

minister, Péter Szijjártó, had been 

listed as an enemy on an extremist 

Ukrainian website after having 

criticised President Petro Poroshenko. 

“The Hungarian foreign minister will 

not be intimidated,” he said, adding 

that Transcarpathian Hungarians 

could always count on Szijjártó’s 

unconditional backing. The website’s 

allegation that Szijjártó had threatened 

Ukraine with armed intervention 

was untrue, he said. Poroshenko’s 

unpopular administration thinks it can 

win votes by whipping up extremist 

sentiment, he said. It has also politically 

exploited the Hungarian community, 
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which is “unacceptable” given Ukraine 

wants to join NATO and the European 

Union, he added. Attacks against 

Transcarpathian Hungarians “sank to 

a new low” when the Ukrainian secret 

service carried out an act of subterfuge 

at the Berehove (Beregszász) consulate 

general, “violating all written and 

unwritten diplomatic rules”, he said.

Szijjártó met his Ukrainian 

counterpart Pavlo Klimkin during 

the UN General Assembly in New 

York on Wednesday. The Ukrainian 

minister conceded there is no law 

that prohibits possession of the 

passport of another country, he said.  

Furthermore, there is no law there 

prohibiting the handover of a passport 

of another country, he said. Neither 

is there a requirement for anyone to 

report possession of another country’s 

passport, he added. Hungary will not 

recall its Berehove consuls, “no matter 

what the Ukrainians advise”.

The Berehove consulate operates in 

line with Hungarian and international 

law and it does not fall foul of 

Ukrainian laws either, Menczer said. 

He noted that the Ukrainian 

governor of Transcarpathia had 

recently divulged that at least half of 

Ukrainian lawmakers have a second 

nationality. “In light of this, the attack 

on the Hungarians is unacceptable.”

Menczer said questioning of the 

rights of the Hungarian national 

community was taking place in a 

tendentious and intimidating manner. 

He noted that Ukraine’s education law 

removes the right of local Hungarians 

to study in their mother tongue, and 

changes to the language law, he 

added, would pave the way for the 

Hungarian language to be suppressed 

in the areas of culture, the media and 

public administration.

The office of the Hungarian Cultural 

Association of Transcarpathia has 

been attacked twice and the 

second time it was blown up. 

Meanwhile, Transcarpathian small 

and medium enterprises involved in 

the Transcarpathian development 

scheme financed by the Hungarian 

government “are invited to hearings 

from time to time”, the state secretary 

said, adding that Hungarian diplomats 

are constantly being harassed.

UJHELYI CALLS FOR MEPS 
TO ADDRESS DEBATE 
ON SARGENTINI REPORT 

István Ujhelyi, an MEP of the 

opposition Socialist Party, called on 

László Kövér, the speaker of parliament, 

to allow Hungarian MEPs the 

opportunity to address an upcoming 

parliamentary debate on a resolution 

by the ruling parties condemning the 

Sargentini report that suggested the 

rule of law in Hungary was in peril. 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said during 

a debate on the report by Dutch Green 

MEP Judith Sargentini in the European 

Parliament that the government would 

never resort to silencing its opponents, 

Ujhelyi told a press conference on 

Sunday. Yet, one of the crucial points 

in the Sargentini report is exactly how 

Orbán is silencing those who disagree 

with him, he added.

He said it was “revealing” that next 

Wednesday’s parliamentary debate on 

the resolution against the Sargentini 

report has not been classified as a 

European Union affair so MEPs are not 

allowed to address it, Ujhelyi said. Yet, 

there could be hardly anything more 

related to EU affairs than this, he added. 

Orbán probably wants to avoid hearing 

Hungarian MEPs directly present the 

opinion that has evolved in the EP 

concerning Hungary, he said, adding 

that he expected the house committee 

to approve the Socialist proposal and 

classify the debate as an EU matter.

JOBBIK DECLARES 
‘RESISTANCE TO ORBÁN 
REGIME’ AT CONGRESS

The conservative opposition Jobbik 

party, at a party congress on Saturday, 

pledged resistance against the Fidesz 

government and vowed to overturn 

the “regime” of Viktor Orbán. At a news 

conference after its 25th congress, 

party leader Tamás Sneider said 

Jobbik had not changed its way of 

thinking but was adjusting its goals 

and identity “to the current situation”. 

He said the opposition party with the 

most members and most grassroots 

organisations had a huge responsibility 

in facing a government with a two-

thirds majority in a system that was 

creepingly dictatorial, increasingly 

corrupt, and more and more despised 

by the Hungarian people. “Soon we’ll 

have to worry that Hungary will be 

synonymous with theft and robbery 

around the world, and we’ll be 
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ashamed to be Hungarian,” he said, 

adding that everything must be done 

to prevent this from happening.

Top priorities, he said, would be to 

reverse current demographic trends 

and to rescue an economy that 

appeared to be more fragile than 

under Orbán’s Socialist predecessor. 

“We want to see a proud, self-aware 

Hungarian nation,” he said. Sneider 

noted that Jobbik defines itself as 

a Christian national party and this 

declaration is enshrined in its party 

tenets.

Márton Gyöngyösi, Jobbik’s 

parliamentary group leader, insisted 

the party was united, stable and 

growing. The congress, he said, 

unanimously voted to proclaim 

“national resistance”, adding that 

the party stood for “serious goals”. 

“Everyone who wants to overturn 

the ... regime today should present a 

credible alternative,” he said. Jobbik’s 

European Parliament election 

manifesto will contain three central 

messages: fighting external threats 

such as migration, tackling social 

problems like poverty and emigration, 

and promoting autonomy with a view 

to ensuring the survival of Hungarians 

beyond the borders, he said.

Jobbik politician Péter Jakab said 

party membership had “not changed 

substantially” over the past year. Asked 

about Jobbik’s policy on forming party 

alliances, he said the issue was not on 

the agenda for now. Referring to both 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and former 

Socialist PM Ferenc Gyurcsány, he 

added that “it is very difficult for parties 

to cooperate at any level with those 

that have taken part in plundering 

Hungary in the last decades.” He said 

any ties with the green opposition 

party LMP had not been discussed at 

the congress.

DK CALLS ON GOVT 
TO END HOME EVICTIONS

The leftist opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) has called on the 

government to suspend home 

evictions with immediate effect, 

saying that they only served to punish 

troubled foreign currency mortgage 

holders. The number of evictions 

has been growing each year, Péter 

Niedermüller, the party’s deputy 

leader, told a press conference on 

Saturday. Last year, an average of ten 

families lost their homes every day, he 

said, noting that this was a three-fold 

increase in the rate of evictions from 

2012. He said the process of home 

evictions has confirmed that the 

government “only looks out for the 

wealthy while failing to provide any 

kind of help to the neediest people”. 

Niedermüller said evictions affected 

those who -- through no fault of their 

own -- have no way of changing their 

situation. In a majority of cases, the 

source of the problem was not the 

debtors themselves, but other factors 

like the serious weakening of the forint, 

he said.

DK has put together an eight-

point plan to resolve the situation, 

Niedermüller said. Step one would be 

the immediate suspension of evictions 

and it would be followed by making 

the right to housing a fundamental 

one, he added. Further, the central 

bank would be mandated to spend the 

profits it made on the weak currency 

on helping forex debtors. DK’s plan also 

includes a rental home construction 

programme modelled after similar 

western European schemes, helping 

young people buy homes and 

reducing homelessness, Niedermüller 

said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: TRUMP’S UN 
SPEECH BRINGS ‘NEW 
COMPLEXION’ TO DEBATE

President Donald Trump’s speech at 

the United Nations General Assembly 

brought “a new complexion” to the 

debates at the UN after the speeches 

of Barack Obama, showing that “even 

in the world’s number-one superpower 

there are these debates”, Péter Szijjártó, 

the foreign minister, said in a public 

radio interview on Sunday. Szijjártó 

also said US ambassador to the UN 

Nikki Haley had spoken about the 

UN Human Rights Council making 

decisions on a political basis. He said 

that everyone at the UNGA had agreed 

that the organisation needed to be 

reformed. A strong, comprehensive 

and impartial organisation is needed 

where communication channels are 

there to resolve conflicts, Szijjártó said.

The minister also talked in depth 

about Hungarian migration policy 

and the UN debates on the subject. He 

reiterated Hungary’s standpoint that 

adopting the current comprehensive 
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migration pact currently under 

discussion in the UN would be “the 

worst possible step” when it comes 

to tackling the challenge of migration.

GOVT OFFICIAL CALLS 
ON BRUSSELS TO 
INCREASE INNOVATION 
FUNDING FOR LATECOMER 
STATES

The state secretary of the information 

and technology ministry on Friday 

called for a tenfold increase in 

European Union innovation funding 

for states that joined the EU at a 

later date. Speaking on the sidelines 

of a two-day meeting of the EU’s 

Competitiveness Council, László 

György told MTI that the EU’s cohesion 

policy finances “vertical relations” 

between the 15 countries that first 

joined the bloc and the latecomers. 

Cohesion policy should strive to 

create equally developed states 

instead of today’s economy based on 

a hierarchy of “superior and inferior” 

states, he said. Hungary wants true 

convergence while the western states 

want to monopolise innovation funds 

and cut cohesion funding, György 

insisted. Hungary is for maintaining 

the current level of cohesion funds 

and the proportionate sharing of 

common resources, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ MEETS RUSSIAN 
COUNTERPART, US 
AMBASSADOR TO UN

Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó met his 

Russian counterpart, Sergey Lavrov, 

and the United States’ ambassador to 

the UN, Nikki Haley, on the sidelines 

of the UN General Assembly in New 

York on Friday. 

Szijjártó and Haley pledged to 

continue cooperation to protect 

Christian minorities worldwide, the 

minister told MTI. They both rejected 

the UN’s global migration compact, 

which is still being debated, as it was 

“extremely biased”, he said. 

Szijjártó and Lavrov discussed the 

meeting of the Hungarian-Russian 

economic committee, scheduled in 

November, where they plan to sign 

a cooperation agreement on social 

security and on the mutual recognition 

of higher education degrees.

BREAST CANCER 
SCREENING HIGHLIGHTED 
IN WALK OVER CHAIN 
BRIDGE

A walk is taking place on Sunday 

across Budapest’s Chain Bridge to 

raise awareness of breast cancer. The 

Breast Cancer Association said in a 

statement that almost 8,500 people 

are diagnosed each year in Hungary 

with the disease. Before the annual 

walk across the bridge at sundown, 

various programmes such as medical 

examinations and informative talks 

were held. 

Today the Éva Körtvélyes journalism 

prize will be awarded as well as 

scholarships endowed by Nancy 

Brinker, a former US ambassador to 

Hungary, who has supported breast 

cancer awareness in Hungary since 

2002.


