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Speaking on public Kossuth Rádió, Orbán warned that “the battle between pro-migration and anti-migration MEPs has 

not yet been decided”. He said that “pro-migration forces now command a sweeping majority” both in the EP and the 

European Commission, and “pose a serious democracy issue as they represent something European people do not want.”

European voters want their leaders “to make a clear breast and declare if they consider migration right or wrong”, Orbán 

said. He added his position that “migration is bad because it actually means replacing the population”.

“Fewer and fewer Europeans are born and more and more foreigners are imported. This will change our culture and within 

a year or two we will not be able to recognise our village, city or our own country or continent,” Orbán insisted. He said 

that while the EU seeks to resolve demographic problems through “importing people from Africa or Asia”, Hungary “needs 

Hungarian people”. He insisted that “more babies require families and a family requires a mother and a father - possibly a 

woman and a man”.

Next year’s European Parliamentary elections should bring about a change in the 
community’s policy, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said.

OrbÁN CALLS FOr CHANGING eUrOpe’S pOLICY
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Estonia-Hungary contemporary art exhibition in Budapest
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OrbÁN: ‘trUmp ICON’

Concerning US President Donald 

Trump’s address in the United Nations, 

the Hungarian prime minister told 

public radio that Trump “represents the 

US position as an icon”. Viktor Orbán 

suggested that under the current 

administration the US departed from 

its earlier attitude of “forcing its world-

improving efforts” on other countries, 

which “Americans felt was against their 

own national interests”.

The US should be seen in a different 

light, and “we no longer need to fence 

off illegitimate attempts at cultural 

influencing but build a partnership 

based on mutual benefits”, Orbán said.

OrbÁN CrItICISeS eU 
ApprOACH tO mIGrAtION

Commenting on remarks by the EU’s 

commissioner for migration and home 

affairs in a UN General Assembly 

session, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

told public radio that Dimitris 

Avramopoulos is “our employee” and 

he is “supposed to represent us”. He 

quoted the commissioner as saying 

that “migration is good and should be 

continued; a resettlement programme 

should be implemented”. Orbán 

insisted that the commissioner “should 

not make a position in the name of the 

EU unless he can represent each EU 

member”.  A commissioner presenting 

a position which is in “sharp contrast” 

with that of some EU members “poses 

a democracy issue”. “No wonder there 

are many of us who cannot wait for 

the EP elections to at last give such 

officials the sack,” Orbán said. He also 

voiced hope that Federica Mogherini, 

the EU’s high commissioner for foreign 

and security policy, would “also leave” 

her post in May.

Orbán said the UN was not “good 

ground” for Hungary, because it 

reflects the opinion of the “majority 

of countries issuing migrants” and 

because “native Europeans are in a 

minority”. He said it was not easy to 

represent the Hungarian position with 

a “straight back” but praised Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó’s efforts.

OrbÁN pLeDGeS peNSION 
premIUm

Similarly to earlier years pensioners 

will receive a premium in 2018, too, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public 

Kossuth Rádió.

Citing information from Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga, Orbán said 

Hungary’s economic figures made it 

“quite clear” that economic growth 

supports such a move in November.

SZIJJÁrtÓ CALLS FOr 
HeLpING perSeCUteD 
CHrIStIANS retUrN 
tO HOmeLAND

The international community must 

ensure that persecuted Christian 

communities in Syria and in other 

countries could return to their homes, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told a 

roundtable in New York.

In the discussion, held on the 

sidelines of the United Nations General 

Assembly session and organised in 

cooperation with the US, the Vatican, 

the Philippines, Lebanon and Iraq, 

Szijjártó said that Hungary is a Christian 

country and takes responsibility for 

Christian communities in the world. He 

voiced regret that “those communities 

in many places of the world are facing 

complete dispersal”.

Szijjártó said it was in Europe’s 

interest to build stability in the Middle 

East, and insisted that “punishing the 

perpetrators of crimes committed 

there is a precondition for stability”.

SZIJJÁrtÓ CALLS 
FOr INVOLVING YOUtH 
IN peACe meDIAtION 
eFFOrtS

The Hungarian government believes the 

best way to protect civilians is by trying 

to prevent conflict and young people 

should be given an important role in this 

effort, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said on the sidelines of the UN General 

Assembly session in New York, at a Group 

of Friends of Mediation event, focussing 

on the role of young generations.

Szijjártó said the role of young people 

is important in prevention which should 

start with hindering radicalisation 

and moving towards extremism. He 

emphasised the importance of local 

initiatives and that young people 

should be given the opportunity to 

communicate and be represented in 

organisations where they get a chance 

to find solutions.
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He also talked about the role of 

moderate religious leaders who can be 

strategic allies in peace mediation efforts. 

Hungary urges the utilisation of historical 

churches in this process because their 

representatives can play an effective role 

in involving young people in community 

life and mediation processes, he added.

Hungary is trying to contribute to 

expanding the role of young people 

by granting thousands of scholarships 

and helping youngsters build links with 

others who come from countries where 

peace is not yet guaranteed, Szijjártó 

said.

OrbÁN meetS INDIA’S 
tAtA GrOUp CHIeF

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met 

India’s Tata Group chairman Natarajan 

Chandrasekaran and discussed 

Hungarian economic development, 

professional training and the exchange 

of experiences, Orbán’s press chief 

said. The meeting was also attended 

by Finance Minister Mihály Varga and 

Minister of Innovation and Technology 

László Palkovics, Bertalan Havasi said.

The participants were in agreement 

that Hungary’s economic success 

provides a good basis for deepening 

cooperation with one of India’s largest 

private enterprises, the Tata Group, 

which operates in several sectors 

in more than 85 countries around 

the world. The company has been 

a strategic partner of the Hungarian 

government since 2013, they noted.

Hungarian professionals greatly 

benefit from the consulting activities of 

subsidiary Tata Consulting Services and 

from its business training programmes 

which are planned to be maintained 

in the future, Havasi said.

Lmp prOpOSeS pArLt 
COmmIttee SeSSION 
OVer UKrAINe 
HUNGArIANS

Opposition LMP has proposed that 

parliament’s foreign affairs, national 

cohesion and European affairs 

committees should hold a joint 

session to discuss recent measures by 

the Ukrainian authorities impacting 

the ethnic Hungarian community in 

Transcarpathia.

LMP also proposes that parliament 

should adopt a political statement 

to promote the rights of Ukraine 

Hungarians and urge Ukraine to meet 

its “obligations arising from European 

values”.

Last week, footage recorded by a 

hidden camera came to light in which 

Ukrainian nationals take the Hungarian 

citizenship oath at the Hungarian 

consulate in Berehove (Beregszász). 

The footage incited a diplomatic 

dispute between the two countries. 

Earlier this week Ukrainian nationalists 

staged a protest demanding that the 

consular office should be closed down.

SZIJJÁrtÓ preSeNtS 
HONOUr tO AZerbAIJANI 
COUNterpArt

Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s foreign 

minister, presented the Order of Merit, 

Commander Cross, to his Azerbaijani 

counterpart Elmar Mammadyarov 

in New York on the sidelines of 

the UN General Assembly session. 

President János Áder granted the 

high state honour to Mammadyarov in 

recognition of his merits in developing 

strategic partnership between the two 

countries.

Szijjártó said that Azerbaijan is a 

major player in the European Union’s 

Eastern Partnership program and 

Hungary’s policy of eastern opening. 

Its rapidly developing economy 

attracts foreign investment, and plays 

a key role in Europe’s energy security 

by contributing to the diversification 

of EU gas supplies, he said.

Expressing thanks for the honour, 

Mammadyarov praised close and 

high-level bilateral cooperation, and 

highlighted the importance of the 

policy of Eastern Partnership for both 

sides.

Lmp tO tUrN 
tO AUtHOrItIeS OVer 
bUDApeSt e-FAre SYStem

Opposition LMP will turn to 

authorities concerning delays in the 

introduction of a unified electronic 

fare system in Budapest’s public 

transport network, a municipal 

lawmaker of the party said.

After ten years of planning, the 

e-ticketing system should have been 

put in place in January this year, but 

the project has still been stalled 

and it even lacks a target date of 

introduction, József Gál said.
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He also stated concern over 

spending on the project, noting that 

Budapest’s municipality had already 

drawn 5.3 billion forints (EUR 16.2m) 

from the 17 billion forint EBRD loan 

it had taken out. So far only 29 buses 

and trolleybuses have been equipped 

with e-ticketing terminals as against 

the targeted 11,000. In the meantime, 

several laws have been amended 

which would justify redesigning the 

entire e-fare system, the councillor 

said.

GOVt eXAmINING 
UNDerGrOUND LINK 
betWeeN DÉLI, NYUGAtI 
rAILWAY StAtIONS

The Prime Minister’s Office and the 

municipal authorities are examining 

the option of building a tunnel 

linking the capital city’s Déli and 

Nyugati railway stations, with the 

involvement of European Union 

funding.

Balázs Fürjes, government 

commissioner for Budapest and 

its agglomeration, said that a plan 

had been drawn up as early as 1937 

to connect the two railway stations 

with the tunnel, and such a plan 

should be revisited today.

Déli railway station would be 

put underground, paving the way 

for surface areas to be developed. 

Similarly, in the case of Nyugati 

railway station, a large area would 

be freed up and part of the railway 

would be placed underground,” he 

said.

INDUStrIAL prODUCer 
prICeS Up 8.1% Yr/Yr 
IN AUGUSt

Industrial producer prices rose by 

8.1% in August from the same month 

a year earlier, pushed up by increasing 

wages, higher oil prices and the 

weakening of the forint, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Prices for 

domestic sales were up 8.3 % while 

export prices rose by 8.0%.

In a month-on-month comparison, 

industrial producer prices were down 

0.1% as domestic prices rose by 0.7% 

and export prices fell by 0.5%.  

In January-August 2018, industrial 

producer prices rose by an annual 

5.3% as domestic prices increased 

by 5.4% and export prices were up 

5.3%.

pAKS bLOCK OUtpUt 
reDUCeD bY SCHeDULeD 
repAIr

Block number three of the Paks 

nuclear power plant has been 

running at reduced capacity since 

early Friday morning because 

of scheduled repairs, MVM Paksi 

Atomerőmű reported on its website. 

Block number three’s output has 

been reduced to 140 MW because 

of the cleaning of a capacitor for a 

turbine.

The event has no impact on nuclear 

safety and the operation of the other 

three blocks.

LOCAL COUNCIL SUbmItS 
petItION CONCerNING 
NOISe NeAr bUDApeSt 
AIrpOrt

Representatives of a local council 

located near Budapest’s Liszt 

Ferenc Airport have submitted 

a petition to the aviation control 

service asking for changes to a new 

air traffic control system which they 

say has negatively affected local 

residents.

The petition accompanied by 

signatures of residents from the 

Pestszentlőrinc-Pestszentimre 

district was submitted to 

HungaroControl Hungarian Aviation 

Service, asking it to withdraw the 

changes that had affected locals 

due to noise and pollution from 

air traffic.

HungaroControl amended its 

standard instrument departure 

(SID) routes on August 16 as a result 

of which departing aircraft do not 

turn after leaving runway 13 and 

consequently fly above residential 

areas.

In the petition, the council 

is asking the company to start 

consultations with locals’ 

representatives in order to develop 

a new SID that would satisfy all sides 

concerned.


