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At a weekly government press conference, Gulyás said that the commissioner for migration, home affairs and citizenship 

had given “a political opinion which does not represent the European Union as a whole”. He insisted that the European 

Commission had entered into the political campaign ahead of next year’s European Parliamentary elections. The EP vote to 

adopt the Sargentini report on the rule of law in Hungary was “part of a revenge campaign launched because of Hungary’s 

consistent migration policy.” Gulyás noted migration is hotly contested in the EU. Hungary, the Visegrád countries, Austria 

and Italy have different views on the matter from the commissioner’s, he added.

Under the Lisbon Treaty, the commission had been “the treaty’s guardian”. “But over the past four years, it is evident that 

the commission has taken on a political role which strays from the treaty’s framework.” Gulyás also noted that Hungary’s 

government is contesting the Sargentini vote’s mechanism at the European Court of Justice. 

Prime Minister’s Office chief Gergely Gulyás has slammed European Commissioner 
Dimitris Avramopoulos for his recent remarks “promoting legal migration and the 
organised resettlement of migrants”.
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GULYÁS: PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION COURTS 
TO OPEN ON JAN 1, 2020 

Hungary’s new public administration 

courts will be up and running on 

January 1, 2020, the Prime Minister’s 

Office chief said. The government 

has approved the concept of a new, 

specialised system of eight regional 

public administration courts and 

a supreme public administration 

court headquartered in Esztergom, 

in northern Hungary, Gergely Gulyás 

told a regular press conference. By the 

end of October, the justice ministry 

will submit draft legislation on the 

new system and parliament may 

vote on it during its autumn session, 

he said, adding that introducing the 

new system was about “restoring 

historical tradition”. Hungary had 

maintained structurally independent 

public administration courts until 1949 

when “the communists” abolished 

them. He insisted that the new system 

would ensure faster and more effective 

justice for complainants against public 

administration decisions.  As well as 

introducing the public administration 

courts, the government seeks 

to implement a reform of public 

administration aimed at simplifying 

certain procedures and clarifying 

spheres of authority, Gulyás said. 

On another topic, Gulyás announced 

that the government had decided to 

set up a reserve fund of 300 million 

forints (EUR 925,000) for homeless 

services. He said the fund will be used 

to set up facilities “for public sanitation 

tasks” to be performed before a rough 

sleeper “is taken to a night shelter”. 

Gulyás noted that a new law banning 

homeless people from public areas 

will take effect on Oct. 15, adding 

that currently there are more beds 

in shelters than homeless people in 

the streets. The government wants 

to eliminate “situations that harm the 

dignity of people with no homes.” 

Concerning European Union 

funds payable to Hungary for border 

control, Gulyás said no funds had been 

forthcoming so far. 

Regarding a proposal by the 

national federation of builders aimed 

at keeping VAT on construction at 

the current level, Gulyás said VAT 

had been reduced to 5% three 

years ago on a temporary basis. 

He said that the measure had met 

the government’s expectations of 

boosting construction and there was 

no point in maintaining it. 

Answering a question concerning 

construction of a new hospital in south 

Buda, Gulyás said construction of the 

new facility was scheduled to start in 

the middle of next year. 

Meanwhile, in response to another 

question, he said the government 

had not been officially approached 

by Israel concerning the House of 

Fates Holocaust museum project. 

He added that the government was 

planning to open the facility on the 

75th anniversary of the Holocaust 

“unless the project is thwarted”. He 

added that “strong forces have been 

mobilised to stop the scheme.”

In connection with the NGO 

Migration Aid, Gulyás said its 

endeavour to turn itself into a 

political party was an attempt to 

bypass the law which taxes aid 

given by a foreign entity. At the 

same time, the freedom to found 

a party applies to everyone in 

Hungary, he said.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said no plans 

were afoot to change the contract 

governing the expansion of the Paks 

nuclear power plant since, he insisted, 

the contract accorded with Hungary’s 

interests. He added that the project 

was expected to be completed on 

schedule.

Asked about reports that Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán used a private 

plane in order to travel to football 

matches, Gulyás said the reports were 

part of a personal smear campaign 

related to the EP elections. He said 

Orbán had not received the favour 

in his capacity as a public official, and 

in any case its related value had not 

reached the limit set by the relevant 

act of parliament. Besides, it was a 

fraction of the monthly allowance for 

a lawmaker, he added.

Gulyás also addressed reports 

concerning a yacht trip enjoyed by the 

chief executive of Hungarian national 

rail company MÁV. The official, he said, 

had been appointed to his post after 

having taken the trip, but he agreed 

that the head of a public company 

should be more circumspect.

The head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office also fielded a question 

about how to justify the three 
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billion forints (EUR 9.3m) in state 

subsidies for a football academy 

established in Vojvodina. He 

said the government’s starting 

point had always been that the 

Hungarian nation comprises 15 

million compatriots, and this was 

taken into account when coming 

to the funding decision.

Asked about reports that talks 

are under way on bumping up this 

year’s wage minimum of 180,500 

forints (EUR 558) to 202,000 forints 

next year, while the minimum wage 

would go up from 138,000 forints to 

150,000 forints, Gulyás confirmed that 

negotiations were ongoing.

He denied the existence of a 

government document suggesting 

that Hungary may receive 500 

billion forints less in European 

Union funding due to shortcomings 

in Hungarian public procurement 

and its system for distributing EU 

funds. He said there was no such 

risk. In any case, the government 

EU tenders are supplemented to 

the tune of 10-15% from domestic 

budget resources, he added.

On the topic of a recent video 

leak of a Hungarian citizenship 

oath ceremony in western Ukraine, 

Gulyás said that every state has the 

exclusive right to decide to whom it 

gives citizenship. No unlawful act had 

taken place, he said. The consulate 

building belongs to the territory of 

the Hungarian state, he noted. “If 

Ukraine takes diplomatic action, 

Hungary will make a proportionate 

response,” he said.

SPOX: AVRAMOPOULOS 
AT UN PROVES BRUSSELS 
WANTS TO LET MIGRANTS 
INTO EUROPE

European Commissioner Dimitris 

Avramopoulos’s recent remarks at 

the United Nations General Assembly 

“promoting legal migration and the 

organised resettlement of migrants” 

again proves that Brussels wants to 

take away border protection rights 

from European Union members 

with a view to letting migrants 

into Europe, co-ruling Christian 

Democrats spokesman Lőrinc Nacsai 

said. Avramopoulos’s remarks show 

that Brussels does not want to close 

the borders and stop migration but 

quite the opposite, he told a press 

conference speaking on behalf of the 

ruling Fidesz-Christian Democrats. 

“They want to open up the borders 

to migration and ensure the continual 

and undisturbed inflow of economic 

migrants,” he added. The “Soros 

network” wants to achieve the same, 

just as the global pro-migration 

package of the United Nations does, 

he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ URGES EFFORT 
AGAINST RELIGIOUS 
PERSECUTION IN SYRIA

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó, at 

an event in New York, called for a 

greater global effort to combat the 

persecution of Christians in Syria 

and to help communities that have 

been driven away from the region to 

return to their homeland. Addressing 

an accompanying event of the 73rd 

session of the United Nations General 

Assembly, Szijjártó said the issue 

of religious persecution was not 

being addressed often enough. The 

minister slammed as “unacceptable” 

the approach that “hatred against 

Christians is the last acceptable form 

of discrimination”. He said four out 

of five people persecuted for their 

religion today are Christians. He said 

it was a realistic threat in the Middle 

East and Syria in particular that 

Christians would be driven away 

from the region entirely, despite the 

fact that they have lived there for a 

millennium.

As a Christian country, Hungary 

feels a responsibility to protect 

persecuted Christians, Szijjártó said. 

He noted that Hungary’s government 

has created a separate state 

secretariat dedicated to monitoring 

the situation of Christians in need 

throughout the world.

The government has set aside 15 

million euros for helping to rebuild 

the destroyed homes and schools 

of persecuted Christians and 

strengthening their communities, 

he said. The minister noted as an 

example that Hungary has made 

significant donations to the Greek 

Catholic Church and the Orthodox 

Church in Aleppo. Szijjártó said the UN 

and other international organisations 

had a duty to play a role in helping 

displaced Christian communities 

return to their homeland.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ MEETS JEWISH 
LEADERS IN US

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó met representatives 

of Jewish organisations in New 

York on Wednesday evening, 

and assured them of Hungary’s 

support in their fight against anti-

Semitism. Addressing a UNESCO 

conference after his talks, Szijjártó 

noted the Hungarian government’s 

commitment to continuing its “zero 

tolerance” policy concerning anti-

Semitism in the future. 

Concerning the European Union, 

Szijjártó said that the community 

would not be strong unless it “insists 

on its Judeo-Christian heritage”. 

He added that his government 

“disapproves of movements 

aimed at leaving nation states and 

Christianity behind”. 

Szijjártó expressed concern about 

recent developments “indicating a 

rise of anti-Semitism in certain parts 

of western Europe”, insisting this 

was a consequence of “massive and 

uncontrolled migration”. He said 

“parallel societies” had emerged in 

many parts of western Europe, posing 

not only a security challenge but 

also giving possible rise to religious 

extremism, too. 

On another subject Szijjártó said that 

Hungary considers Israel a strategic 

partner and supports “an honest and 

balanced approach” in international 

organisations concerning that country. 

He added that Hungary has “never 

supported dishonest or politically 

motivated” decisions against Israel. 

Szijjártó also noted that the 

Hungarian government recently 

proposed a joint statement against 

anti-Semitism in the UN Human 

Rights Council, an initiative which was 

supported by 25 countries. 

The foreign minister met with 

representatives of the Anti-

Defamation League, Conference 

of Presidents of Major American 

Jewish Organisations, National 

Coalition Supporting Eurasian 

Jewry, B’nai B’irth organisation, 

World Jewish Congress, American 

Jewish Committee, and the Simon 

Wiesenthal Center.

KÖVÉR: EP ELECTIONS  
TO DETERMINE EUROPE’S 
FUTURE

The European Parliamentary 

elections next spring will determine 

the continent’s future, Speaker of 

Parliament László Kövér told public 

news channel M1. In a joint interview 

with Marek Kuchcinski, head of 

Poland’s Sejm, Kövér said that the 

European elections would change 

the composition of both the EP and 

the European Commission, which 

will then “change the attitudes of 

Brussels”. Kövér said that low turnout 

in previous European elections 

suggested that “a European identity 

cannot be created to replace national 

identities”. The 2019 elections may 

bring “a significant shift towards 

[national] sovereignty”, Kövér said, 

adding that “hopefully the aberrant 

Left” will be suppressed. He said 

that the community’s problems 

such as geographic divisions 

within or international challenges 

could only be addressed when 

the majority of European decision-

makers “are again on the ground 

of normalcy”. “To achieve that we 

need straightforward politicians that 

respect their voters.” 

Concerning the EP’s recent 

Sargentini report on the rule of law in 

Hungary, Kövér said that its adoption 

was part of the European election 

campaign and “an attempt to exert 

pressure on Hungary” by “putting us 

in a difficult situation at home”. He 

added: “We only have to report to our 

own voters.” 

ORBÁN OPENS FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY IN VOJVODINA 

Sports, especially football, are “central 

Europe’s common language”, the 

Hungarian prime minister said at 

the opening ceremony of the TSC 

Football Academy in Bačka Topola 

(Topolya), in northern Serbia’s 

Vojvodina province.

Viktor Orbán called sports a 

“natural link” between peoples of 

the region. He added that nations 

that cooperate would become 

stronger, while the ones reluctant 

to do so will be weak and “fall 

apart”. “Serbs and Hungarians 

have opted to cooperate”, he said, 

adding that the new football facility 

was “only the beginning”. 
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SZIJJÁRTÓ SIGNS DEAL 
WITH US BORGWARNER  
IN NY

Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó 

has signed an agreement with 

US turbocharger manufacturer 

BorgWarner in New York. For the 

first time, the production value of 

Hungary’s automotive industry 

will exceed 10,000 billion forints 

(EUR 31bn), he said. Before signing, 

the minister told MTI that the 

deal would boost the presence of 

American industry in Hungary and 

the automotive industry’s supply 

background.

Szijjártó noted that 168,000 

people work in the automotive 

industry in Hungary. Fully 

91% of automotive products 

made in Hungary are sold on 

international markets, proving 

its competitiveness, he said, 

adding that the autos industry 

accounts for 29% of the country’s 

industrial output. Thanks to 

investments, the BorgWarner 

plant in Oroszlány is now the 

company’s second largest factory 

worldwide, employing 1,700 

people. It is a direct supplier 

of the largest automotive 

companies in Hungary, he 

added. The foreign minister said 

the company cooperated with 

colleges in the country and used 

Hungarian suppliers, justifying 

the government’s strategic 

partnership with the company.

LAW FOR FOREIGN 
INVESTMENTS WITH 
SECURITY RISKS TO COME 
INTO EFFECT IN 2019

A law mandating the supervision 

of foreign investments that 

potentially harm Hungary’s security 

will come into effect on January 

1, 2019, according to a legislative 

amendment. Originally the law was 

set to come into force on October 

1 but parliament’s legislative 

committee on Thursday postponed 

the date to allow for “appropriate 

preparation”. The law would make 

investments from outside the 

European Union and the European 

Economic Area in the areas of 

national security, public security 

and those affecting economic and 

public health interests dependent 

on clearance from the interior 

minister. Such fields would include 

weapons manufacturing, financial 

services, the energy industry 

and electronic communications. 

Violating reporting obligations 

could result in fines while in some 

cases the government would get 

pre-emptive purchasing rights.

JOBLESS RATE RISES TO 3.7%

Hungary’s rolling average three-

month jobless rate was 3.7% in 

June-August, up from 3.6% in the 

previous period and down from 4.2 

% in the same period a year earlier, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. The rate covers unemployment 

among those between the ages 

of 15 and 74. In absolute terms, 

there were 173,100 unemployed 

in Hungary in June-August, 6,900 

more than in May-July but 22,300 

less than in the same period a year 

earlier, KSH said. 

Out-of-work Hungarians spent 

about 15.9 months on average 

looking for employment during 

the period. About 41.0 % of the 

unemployed had been seeking work 

for one year or longer.

Analyst Orsolya Nyeste of Erste 

Bank attributed the slight increase 

in the jobless rate to the fall in the 

number of people employed in 

fostered work schemes since the 

employment rate was unchanged 

and activity rate continued to 

rise. She does not expect the 

unemployment rate to drop further 

but to remain below 4 % in the 

remaining part of the year. 

András Horváth of Takarékbank 

said that in comparison with more 

competitive EU member states, 

there is still room for boosting 

employment substantially, by 

about 250,000-300,000, based on 

the number of the population of 

active age. He said the Hungarian 

economy still has workforce reserves 

of about 500,000 considering the 

number of the inactive, those 

involved in public work schemes, 

people working abroad and the 

jobless, although there are severe 

problems concerning skills and 

qualifications.
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NBH DEPUTY GOV URGES 
VOLUNTARY PENSION FUNDS 
TO BUY MORE STOCKS

Voluntary pension funds should 

take a bigger role in developing 

Hungary’s economy by keeping 

more domestic stocks in their 

portfolios, National Bank of 

Hungary deputy governor László 

Windisch told a conference of 

Hungary’s National Association of 

Voluntary Pension Funds (OPOSZ). 

Windisch said the share of domestic 

stocks in voluntary funds is 

extremely low, at around 3.4%, and 

the total share of stocks is also only 

at 5.8%. He noted that the share 

of government bonds in pension 

fund portfolios is 58% and as high 

as 70% when adding bond funds. 

In EU and EEA countries the share 

of government bonds in pension 

portfolios is only 30% and the share 

of stocks is 32%, he added.

The NBH is also suggesting that 

voluntary funds divide their members 

into separate portfolios based on their 

age, like private pension funds, and put 

younger members in funds with higher 

risks. The supervisory arm of NBH will 

monitor pension funds’ investment 

activities daily from next year, he said.

OVERDUE PAYMENT RATE 
BELOW 27% AMONG 
HUNGARIAN COMPANIES 

The rate of overdue payments stood at 

26.7% among Hungarian companies for 

business-to-business deals, the lowest 

rate in Eastern Europe, credit insurance 

company Atradius said based on a survey 

of 1,400 regional companies. The rate 

of late payments was higher, reaching 

70.9%, up by 4.3 percentage points 

from 2017. Some 57.6% of Hungarian 

companies said they were willing 

to make sales on credit. The survey 

found companies needed on average 

49 days to pay their bills, up from 37 

days last year. Businesses on average 

gave 30 days for companies to settle 

outstanding payments. Companies 

buying machinery on average had 39 

days to make payments but ones buying 

farm industry services had only 20. The 

share of bad, uncollectable debts was at 

0.8% in 2018, up from 0.6% in 2017.

BUDAPEST ADVANCES  
ON MASTERCARD LIST  
OF TOP DESTINATION CITIES

Budapest advanced seven places in 

twelve months and was the 32nd most 

popular tourism destination in the world 

in Mastercard’s latest index of 162 cities 

based on visitor volume and spending 

for the 2017 calendar year, the company 

said. The figures show that nearly 6 

million international visitors stayed an 

average five days in Budapest last year 

and spent nearly 3 billion dollars or an 

average daily 103 dollars per capita.

‘SISSI’ EXHIBITION IN 
CHINA ATTRACTS OVER 2.7 
MILLION VISITORS

The Hungarian National Museum’s 

travelling exhibition featuring 

Habsburg Empress Elisabeth “Sissi” 

attracted more than 2.7 million visitors 

in four major cities in China over the 

past twelve months, the museum said. 

The exhibition presenting Sissi, who 

was also Queen of Hungary, and the 

life of Hungarian aristocracy in the 

17th-19th century, was first put on 

display in Shanghai in June last year 

where it attracted 695,000 visitors, 

the museum’s director general told a 

press conference. It travelled next to 

Beijing to attract 665,000 visitors, later 

to Yunnan province drawing 300,000 

people and finally to Xi’an attracting 

over one million, Benedek Varga said. 

The exhibition showed 150 dresses, 

as well as furniture, jewels, paintings, 

weapons and dinnerware, he said.


