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Parties at the talks, held on the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly session, agreed on launching a direct 

flight between Budapest and Shanghai. The talks also touched on Hungary’s resumption of poultry exports to China, as 

well as China’s first international import expo, at which Hungary will be the guest of honour.

Hungary continues to be the primary market for Chinese investments in central Europe, Szijjártó said. Among ongoing 

major bilateral projects, he noted the construction of the Hungarian section of the Budapest-Belgrade railway line. There 

are two consortiums consisting of Hungarian and Chinese firms still in competition, he said, adding that talks with them on 

the project’s technical and financial details would be concluded in the first week of October. A construction contract will 

be signed with the winning bidder before the end of this year to ensure that the project is completed by 2023, Szijjártó said.

In terms of volume, he noted that Chinese businesses had so far invested more than 4 billion dollars in Hungary.

Retaining Hungary’s position as “China’s number one economic partner in central 
Europe” is a strategic interest, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said after talks with his 
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in New York.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: CHINA PARTNERSHIP CRUCIAL

Foreign minister holds talks in New York

Stats Office releases report on 
demographics for Jan-July 2018

Economic research firm Pénzügykutató 
releases 2018/19 analysis and forecast

State secy at talks with Party of the 
Hungarian Community leaders  
in SlovakiaM
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EuroSkills 2018 competition in Budapest
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: PARTS OF 
WORLD SAFE TO DATE 
NOW THREATENED

Due to new security challenges, 

parts of the world that have so far 

been regarded as safe are now under 

threat, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign 

minister, said in New York at the 

Nelson Mandela Peace Summit held 

to coincide with the United Nations 

General Assembly. 

Szijjártó identified “massive and 

uncontrolled” migration flows that 

give terrorist groups the opportunity 

to infiltrate other parts of the world. 

“This is why joint action must be 

taken against illegal migration,”  

he said. The view that migration is a 

fundamental human right should be 

rooted out, he added. The minister 

also noted threats to national  

and religious minorities, saying it was 

a duty of international organisations 

to act to defend them and guarantee 

their rights. These minorities should 

be seen as seedbeds of friendship 

rather than sources of tensions,  

he said.

Szijjártó also held several bilateral 

meetings on Monday, including 

with Cardinal Timothy C. Dolan, with 

whom he discussed the persecution 

of Christians around the world. He 

also met representatives of several 

leading pharmaceutical companies. 

Besides Hungary’s car industry, 

a leading driver of research and 

development in the country is its 

pharmaceutical sector.

ECJ: EP REFUSAL TO 
DIVULGE INFORMATION ON 
MEP ALLOWANCES LAWFUL

The European Parliament acted 

lawfully when it refused to make public 

information on MEPs’ allowances and 

expenses, the European Court of 

Justice (ECJ) said in ruling. A journalist 

of Hungarian news site atlatszo.hu 

turned to the EP, asking information 

on the ways MEPs’ allowances and 

expense monies were spent. Similar 

queries of journalists from several 

countries were all rejected, prompting 

them to turn to the ECJ together. The 

court rejected the claim, saying that 

the requested information included 

personal data. This would not exclude 

disclosure if the applicant proves that 

it is necessary, the court noted, adding 

that this did not happen.

Green MEPs in parliament have 

called for the relevant legislation to be 

amended, arguing that the “secrecy” 

around allowances only stokes 

Euroscepticism. “Journalists had to 

turn to the court for information that 

should have been made public long 

ago,” MEP Heidi Hautala said.

HUNGARY SIGNS 
BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 
WITH MOLDOVA, TUNISIA, 
NAMIBIA, PALESTINE

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó signed 

bilateral agreements on diplomatic, 

educational and scientific cooperation 

with counterparts from Moldova, 

Tunisia, Namibia and the Palestinian 

Authority on the sidelines of the UN 

General Assembly in New York. The 

countries involved are in the sights 

of Hungarian foreign policy as part of 

its strategy of opening eastwards, the 

minister said.

One of Hungary’s greatest assets is 

its higher education sector, Szijjártó 

said. Over 3,000 foreign students 

choose to study in the country with 

the help of Hungarian government 

grants, he said. The bilateral agreement 

signed with Namibian Foreign Minister 

Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah will offer 

that possibility to ten Namibian 

students. The agreement signed with 

the Palestinian Authority’s Riyad al-

Maliki will raise the number of grants 

for Palestinian students by ten to 60 

due to extra demand, he said. Szijjártó 

also signed bilateral agreements on 

diplomatic exchange programmes 

with the foreign minister of Moldova, 

Tudor Ulianovschi, and his Tunisian 

counterpart, Khemaies Jhinaoui.

ORBÁN: PHARMACEUTICAL 
INDUSTRY KEY SECTOR

The pharmaceutical industry is a key 

sector and area of innovation for 

Hungary and the government’s aim 

is to increase its share of GDP from 

the current 6 to 8%, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said at the inauguration 

of dietary supplement maker Béres 

Gyógyszergyár’s new expansion in 

Szolnok (E Hungary).

He congratulated the Hungarian 

company on the 3.2 billion forint (EUR 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

SEPTEMBER 26, 2018
MORNING ISSUE AM

9.8m) expansion of its base which 

had received a government grant 

of 1.3 billion forints as part of the 

government’s support programme for 

big companies that are not eligible for 

European Union funding.

Orbán said the sector employs 

14,000 people directly and some 

34,000 families indirectly owe their 

livelihood to it.

Béres Gyógyszergyár’s expansion 

created 37 jobs, raising headcount 

from the original 64 at the base’s 

foundation to over 300.

Chairman József Béres said the 

company has created a state-of-

the-art quality control laboratory by 

converting a 2,500 sqm food plant, 

installed analytical testing and R&D 

equipment and production machinery, 

expanded its R&D base and created 

a production area for making new 

products. Exports now account for 20% 

of the company’s revenue, he added.

PARLT CTTEE SEEKS  
TO ELIMINATE LOOPHOLES 
FOR ‘PRO-MIGRATION’ NGOS

Parliament’s justice committee called 

on the government to examine rules 

under which NGOs seen as promoting 

migration are to pay a special tax and 

eliminate any possibility of tax evasion.  

The body adopted a position with 10 

votes for, one against and with one 

abstention, in which they request the 

justice, interior and finance ministries 

to “take steps to ensure that pro-

migration organisations operate 

legitimately”.

Judit Bertalan Czunyi, deputy 

head of the committee delegated by 

ruling Fidesz, called it “outrageous” 

that civil group Migration Aid “is 

seeking to become a political party 

just to avoid having to pay the 

migration tax”. She insisted that “the 

Soros organisation” is preparing to 

“deliberately breach the law and 

commit tax evasion”. She added 

that “pro-migration” organisations 

in Hungary and in other countries 

of Europe “are about to cross the 

boundaries of the rule of law”.

PARLT CTTEE SUPPORTS 
CZUKOR’S NOMINATION 
FOR INFORMATION OFFICE 
HEAD 

Parliament’s national security 

committee on Tuesday voted to 

support the nomination of József 

Czukor, a former ambassador to 

Germany, to head the National 

Information Office. Ádám Mirkóczki, 

the head of the committee delegated 

by conservative Jobbik, said after the 

vote that he and a Socialist member 

had abstained while deputies of 

the ruling parties supported the 

nomination and one member voted 

against. János Halász, deputy head 

of the committee, a ruling Fidesz 

delegate, said that the nominee is an 

“experienced, able, and committed 

person”, who has experience with 

the secret services. Czukor served as 

Hungary’s ambassador to Slovenia 

and Germany, among other 

diplomatic posts.

DK DEMANDS RESTORATION 
OF PREVIOUS PENSION 
SCHEME

The leftist opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) is demanding that 

the government reintroduce a 

pension increase scheme applied 

before 2010, by the previous Socialist 

governments, the party’s group leader 

said on Tuesday. Under the previous 

scheme pensions were increased by 

considering the annual rate of inflation 

and the rate of real wage increases, 

Gergely Arató told a press conference. 

The central budget for 2019 contains a 

2.7% pension hike, below the central 

bank’s 3.1% inflation forecast for next 

year, he said, adding that pensions 

would be worth less in real terms.

MOL LIMO ADDS 
MERCEDES-BENZ A CLASS 
MODELS TO FLEET 

Hungarian oil and gas company MOL 

is expanding its car-sharing MOL Limo 

fleet with 50 Mercedes-Benz A Class 

subcompact executive cars from 

September, MOL’s VP for consumer 

services said. The cars will join the 

100 electric and 300 petrol-fuelled 

Volkswagen Up models in MOL 

Limo’s fleet, said Péter Ratatics. The 

charge to drive the Up models is 77 

forints (EUR 0.24) per minute, while 

the charge for the A Class is 111 forints 

per minute. But motorists who have 

a monthly plan with MOL Limo pay 

a per-minute charge of 66 forints for 
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the Volkswagens and 99 forints for the 

Mercedes. More than 35,000 motorists 

have used the car-sharing service since 

its launch in January, driving over 1.5m 

km in the capital. The Mercedes-Benz 

A Class models are produced at the 

German carmaker’s plant in Kecskemét 

in central Hungary.

HUNGARIAN CITIES 
JOIN INTL CLIMATE 
PROTECTION COALITION

A number of major Hungarian cities 

joined an international climate 

protection initiative. The 23 cities 

belonging to the Association of County 

Seats (MJVSZ) signed up to the Under 2 

coalition, Károly Szita, the association’s 

head told a press conference. 

By 2023, the member cities will 

have spent around 100 billion forints 

(EUR 310m) on investments and 

developments that aim to protect 

the climate, Szita, who is also the 

mayor of the southern Hungarian 

city of Kaposvár, said. Developments 

include setting up sustainable heating 

systems, solar plants, renewing the 

public transport fleets and providing 

infrastructure for electric cars and 

electric bicycle networks, he said. The 

Under 2 initiative was established in 

2015. Its members pledge, by 2050, to 

reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 

80% compared with levels of the 1990s.

RYANAIR, WIZZ AIR FINED 
OVER UNFAIR BUSINESS 
PRACTICES

Budapest’s regional government 

office has fined low-fare airlines 

Ryanair and Wizz Air 100 million forints 

(EUR 308,650) and 25 million forints, 

respectively, over unfair business 

practices, the Prime Minister’s Office 

said. The Budapest Metropolitan 

Government Office said the airlines 

committed severe infringements 

related to luggage handling and 

passenger check-in this past summer.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
FAULTS HUNGARY  
FOR FALLING BEHIND  
ON RECYCLING TARGETS

The European Commission said in a 

report this week that Hungary has 

missed its recycling targets “by a 

considerable margin” since 2012. 

Hungary was among 14 European 

Union member states the EC said 

are at risk of missing the target for 

recycling half of all waste by 2020, 

but the country was singled out, 

together with Malta, for the most 

sizeable shortfalls. The EC has made 

proposals to help the 14 member 

states meet their targets. In a follow-

up to the report, it will also visit 

the member states “to discuss the 

opportunities and challenges” with 

authorities and stakeholders.

NUMBER OF JOBSEEKERS 
CONTINUES TO FALL  
IN AUGUST

There were 251,300 registered 

jobseekers in Hungary at the end of 

August, down 6.7% from the same 

month a year earlier, the National 

Employment Office (NFSZ) said. 

The NFSZ said 26.4% of the total, or 

around 66,400 people, had been 

seeking work for more than one year. 

The ratio was down 6.5 percentage 

points from a year earlier. About 10.0% 

of registered jobseekers, or 25,200 

people, were unemployed school-

leavers. Around 141,500 jobseekers, 

or 55.9% of the total, were eligible for 

some kind of unemployment or social 

support during the month.


