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The OSF said on its website that it wants the court “to act against Hungary over its so-called Stop Soros laws, which criminalize 

and tax the work of independent civil society groups, under the pretext of controlling migration.” The June legislation, 

it said, contradicts the articles of the European Convention of Human Rights on freedom of expression and freedom of 

association. Under the new law, anyone who helps asylum seekers who have entered Hungary, including people who 

provide legal advice, are regarded as criminals. Further, organisations must pay a 25% special tax if they engage in activities 

that support migration.

Daniela Ikawa, the OSF’s lead lawyer on the case, said: “These measures expose a broad range of legitimate activities to 

the risk of criminal prosecution, including preparing and distributing information and providing legal advice on migrants’ 

rights, activities protected under European and international law.”

The OSF is also turning to Hungary’s Constitutional Court with the complaint that some parts of the law conflict with rights 

guaranteed by the country’s fundamental law.

The Open Society Foundations is turning to the European Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg (ECtHR) to appeal against Hungary’s “Stop Soros” laws.

SOROS FOUNDATION TURNS TO COURTS

Foreign minister holds talks 
in New York

PM addresses inauguration of dietary 
supplement maker Béres’s capacity 
expansion in Szolnok

Local council assoc presents 
recommendations on Modern Villages 
scheme to govt

EuroSkills competition opens 
in Budapest
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Budapest’s Museum of Fine Arts to open after renovation on Oct 31
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SZIJJÁRTÓ URGES GLOBAL 
EFFORT TO COMBAT NEW 
SECURITY RISKS

A new world order is taking shape, 

bringing with it new security risks 

which Europe and the world must be 

ready to tackle, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in New York on Monday. 

Speaking to reporters ahead of the 

United Nations’ inaugural Nelson 

Mandela Peace summit, Szijjártó 

said the meeting should be used 

to identify the factors that pose the 

biggest threat to global security and 

world peace. The minister highlighted 

three such factors: migration, the 

mistreatment of minorities and 

religious persecution.

As regards migration, he said 

the problem persisted because 

“Europe is still incapable of speaking 

straightforwardly about it or making 

it clear that only legal entry to Europe 

is allowed.”

Regarding minorities, Szijjártó said 

Hungary was also a victim of the 

mistreatment of minorities. He argued 

that ethnic Hungarians in western 

Ukraine’s Transcarpathia region were 

facing “systematic intimidation and 

the Ukrainian state wants to take away 

their rights”. The view that national 

minorities are potential sources of 

conflict rather than assets is prevalent 

in many parts of the world, he added.

On the topic of religious 

persecution, he called it “especially 

sad” that Christianity “has become the 

most persecuted religion in the world”.

The minister referred to a separate 

meeting of European Union foreign 

ministers to be held in New York to 

discuss the situation in Syria and 

Libya. Europe, he said, must find a 

way to “stop Libya from becoming a 

passageway”. 

“Because now illegal migrants can 

pass through Libya unimpeded, they 

can board vessels and arrive at Europe’s 

southern shores.”

The minister also underlined the 

importance of focusing the EU’s 

operations in the Mediterranean on 

sealing off the bloc’s maritime borders 

rather than on bringing illegal migrants 

onto the continent. The EU must also 

make it clear that the Mediterranean 

Sea is not an entry route into Europe 

for illegal migrants, he added. It should 

also be made clear that illegal entry is 

not on option on land, either, Szijjártó 

said, adding that Hungary had already 

shown this to be the case.

Szijjártó said the UN’s session this 

week will focus on the world’s most 

serious armed conflicts, the situation 

in Africa, crimes against humanity as 

well as the persecution of Christians 

and other religious minorities.

SZIJJÁRTÓ URGES UN 
GUARANTEES TO HELP 
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS

The United Nations should provide 

“legal and security guarantees” to 

ensure that persecuted Christian 

communities can “return to their 

homelands of centuries”, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in New 

York ahead of the United Nations’ 

73rd general assembly session. Szijjártó 

told MTI that Christianity “has become 

the most persecuted religion in the 

world” and argued that globally out 

of five people persecuted because 

of their religious beliefs, four were 

Christian. But the world, he insisted, 

“turns its back on the problem because 

straightforward discourse on the 

situation of Christian communities 

is not compatible with hypocritical 

global politics.” 

Szijjártó noted the government’s 

Hungary Helps scheme to strengthen 

Christian communities in the Middle 

East and help them return to areas 

recaptured from the Islamic State 

terrorist organisation, saying that the 

Hungarian government’s endeavours 

coincided with those of the Catholic 

Church in the United States. Szijjártó 

was scheduled to meet Archbishop 

of New York Timothy C. Dolan on 

Monday.

JOBBIK SUBMITS BILL 
AGAINST ‘STATE-
SPONSORED FAKE NEWS’

Jobbik lawmaker Péter Jakab 

submitted to parliament draft 

legislation proposing that media 

organisations convicted for providing 

false information should be stripped 

of all forms of state funding. Media 

outlets accumulating at least three 

final court rulings in one year for 

spreading fake information should 

lose “direct or indirect access” to state 

monies, he said. The ruling parties built 
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their campaign before the last general 

election on “lies by Fidesz’s media”, 

Jakab said, adding that it also harmed 

the state’s credibility.

DK CALLS FOR PARLT 
CTTEE TO RESOLVE 
‘EVICTION CRISIS’ 

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

has proposed setting up a special 

parliamentary committee to resolve 

the “home eviction crisis”. DK 

politician Sándor Székely criticised 

the government for using the police 

to “push the eviction” of tenants who 

are struggling with their mortgage 

payments. Székely, who is the head of 

the Solidarity Movement civil group, 

said 250,000 mortgage holders have 

been in arrears for the past six months 

or longer. He predicted that up to 10% 

of the whole population could lose 

their homes in the next few months.

Ruling Fidesz responded by blaming 

the previous Socialist government of 

Ferenc Gyurcsány, the current leader 

of DK, for “pushing” Hungarians into 

taking out “risky” mortgages and 

amassing debt. Under the Gyurcsány 

government, hundreds of thousands 

of families would have lost their 

homes, the party said in a statement. 

Fidesz said that, by contrast, it had 

prevented more than one million 

families from losing their homes with 

new forint-based schemes to replace 

forex mortgage loans, adding that 

the National Asset Manager provides 

support to the most indebted 

mortgage-holders.

MINISTRY CONFIRMS END-
AUG DEFICIT 121% OF FY 
TARGET

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, ran a 1,646.2 

billion forint (EUR 5.1bn) deficit at the 

end of August, the Finance Ministry 

confirmed in a second reading of data. 

The deficit reached 121% of the 1,360.7 

billion forint full-year target. 

The ministry noted that pre-

financing for EU-funded projects 

reached 1,388.5 billion forints by the 

end of August, while transfers from 

Brussels came to just 183 billion. 

Expenditures were also lifted by 

spending on fully central budget-

funded projects, such as the Modern 

Cities Programme, the Healthy 

Budapest Programme, as well as road 

renovations and support for corporate 

investments. A combined 30.7 

billion forints of family subsidies for 

September was paid early, in August, 

to help out with households’ back-to-

school expenses, the ministry added.

Revenue from VAT in January-

August was up 169.3 billion forints 

from the same period a year earlier, 

while revenue from personal income 

tax climbed 170.4 billion and revenue 

from payroll taxes increased by 

187.6 billion. The ministry attributed 

the improvements to the shrinking 

shadow economy, stronger economic 

growth, expanding employment and 

a dynamic increase in wages.

The full year deficit target, 2.4% of 

GDP, calculated using EU accrual-based 

accounting rules, is “realistic” and 

“achievable” parallel with economic 

growth over 4%, the ministry said. 

ÉVOSZ PRESSES 
FOR COMPENSATORY 
MEASURES AFTER HOME 
BUILDING VAT RISE

National building association ÉVOSZ is 

urging the government to introduce 

new measures to compensate for 

phasing out the preferential VAT rate 

on home construction. In a statement 

released on Monday, ÉVOSZ said the 

pickup in home construction would 

end if the reduced VAT rate is not 

replaced with other preferences. 

The government should give equal 

treatment to home construction 

and home renovation with any such 

preferences, the association added.

Lawmakers lowered the VAT rate on 

home construction to 5% from 27% 

from 2016, but the rate is set to revert 

to the former level, which is Hungary’s 

main VAT rate, from the beginning of 

2020.

ÉVOSZ proposed in the statement 

that the government extend VAT 

refund eligibility to completed 

homes, home purchases and new 

home construction. It also proposed 

allowing VAT refunds up to 30%, or a 

maximum of 3 million forints, for home 

renovation, with the presentation of 

accurate documentation on the value 

of the project. ÉVOSZ suggested the 

government could provide first-time 

home buyers with a 3% interest 

subsidy. The association pressed for 
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the government to come up with a 

programme to manage the problem 

of the some 350,000 vacant homes in 

Hungary.

CENTRAL BUDAPEST 
DISTRICT TESTS PARKING 
SENSOR TECH

Budapest’s downtown fifth district 

is testing a parking sensor solution 

delivered by Vodafone Magyarország 

that could reduce congestion, district 

mayor Péter Szentgyörgyvölgyi told 

a press conference. The system will 

operate with 135 sensors until the end 

of the year, after which time it could be 

expanded. Motorists can use the sensors 

to locate an empty parking space using 

a mobile application and can use the 

same application to pay their parking 

fee. Szentgyörgyvölgyi noted that 

motorists looking for a parking spot 

account for 30% of traffic in the district.

CONSUMER CONFIDENCE 
IMPROVES, BUSINESS 
CONFIDENCE DECLINES 
IN SEPT

Economic research institute GKI’s 

combined gauge of consumer and 

business confidence declined 1.2 

points to 5.5 in September, falling for 

the second month in a row to a level 

last seen about a year ago. The business 

confidence index slipped 2.9 points to 

10.4. Sentiment in the industrial sector 

fell on a worsening outlook as well as 

poorer assessment of production, 

inventories and order stock, including 

export orders. Construction sector 

confidence declined to a five-month 

low as both building companies 

and civil engineering ones reported 

worsening prospects. Reta i le r s 

and wholesalers were more optimistic 

about their sales position and order 

stock, but were pessimistic about 

inventories. Sentiment in the 

service sector was little changed.

GKI’s consumer confidence 

index rose 3.9 points to minus 8.3. 

Households’ evaluation of their own 

financial position was little changed, 

but optimism about their ability to 

make savings improved and more 

said they planned to buy big-ticket 

appliances. GKI compiles the index 

with the support of European Union 

funding.

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 
TO OPEN AFTER 
RENOVATION IN OCT

Budapest’s Museum of Fine Arts will 

open after a three-year renovation 

on October 31, the state secretary of 

culture said. Alongside new permanent 

exhibitions, the museum will open 

with a temporary exhibition marking 

the approaching 500th anniversary of 

Leonardo da Vinci’s death, Péter Fekete 

told reporters. The reconstructed 

Romanesque Hall will be open to the 

public for the first time since it was 

damaged in WWII. László Baán, the 

museum’s director, said that during 

the works, about 40% of the building 

was upgraded. New exhibition halls 

have been created and the heating 

and air conditioning systems have 

been renewed, he said.

BUDAPEST MARATHON 
EXPECTED TO DRAW 
30,000

The 33rd SPAR Budapest Marathon 

Festival, a two-day event to be 

held on October 6-7, is expected 

to draw 30,000 people. Due to 

construction works in the City 

Park, the start and finish of the 

marathon on Sunday will be 

relocated to the ELTE university 

campus at the Lágymányosi 

Bridge. The event drew a record 

32,000 people in 2017. Fully 

5,400 runners from 81 countries 

participated.


