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There are numerous examples around the world of what happens when water is overused, he said, adding that irrigation 

should only be allowed in a sustainable way, subject to verification. “Groundwater levels in Hungary are decreasing, so 

it’s not a matter of indifference as to how much water we use,” Áder said. The president noted that he had sent a law that 

would have allowed the drilling of wells up to 80 meters without permission to the Constitutional Court. If a system is not 

in place to verify the drilling of wells, no one would be able to tell whether the 80 meter-level was breached or not, he 

said, adding that it was all too easy to pollute the water base used for drinking. Áder noted that next year’s World Water 

Conference in Budapest will focus on preventing a water crisis. He recalled that the related UN advisory body of which 

Áder is a member calls attention to three “dramas”: a lot of water, little water and polluted water. To prevent these, political 

will, determination, diligence and budgetary resources are needed, he said.

It is inevitable that the area of irrigated farmland will increase but clean water should 
only be used to the extent that nature can replace it, President János Áder said in a 
radio interview.

ÁDer: IrrIGAtION WAter SHOULD be USeD SpArINGLY
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GOVt SpOX: mOSt eU 
COUNtrIeS reJeCt 
prOpOSAL FOr 
eNHANCeD FrONteX rOLe

The majority of European Union member 

states rejected the latest proposal to 

enhance the role of EU border agency 

Frontex in controlling the bloc’s external 

borders at the Salzburg summit, the 

government spokesman said. Zoltán 

Kovács told public news channel M1 

that the proposal -- which he said had 

been put forward by German Chancellor 

Angela Merkel and not the European 

Commission -- “will practically mean 

that member states will have to give up 

a part of their sovereignty”.  This was why, 

he said, Hungary had presented its own 

proposal to the EU’s Austrian presidency, 

namely that Frontex should only take over 

a member state’s border protection duties 

if the country in question is incapable 

of or unwilling to protect its Schengen 

border. In such cases, the member 

state’s Schengen membership should be 

suspended, Kovacs said, adding that the 

EU would “try to force through” Merkel’s 

proposal before next year’s European 

parliamentary elections in an effort to 

“remove” the issue of migration from the 

final stretch of the campaign.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: HUNGArY tO 
SIDe WItH bAVArIAN CAr 
INDUStrY ON pOLLUtION 
tArGetS

Hungary will not back proposed 

European Union rules on pollution that 

would harm Germany and Bavaria’s car 

industry, Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó 

said on Friday. Hungarian and Bavarian 

interests fully coincide when it comes 

to rejecting attempts by Brussels to 

tighten the European Union’s 2030 

climate policy targets, Szijjártó told 

Hungarian public media, referring to 

assurances he had made to the heads 

of Audi and BMW. Stricter emission 

targets would be “a slap in the face 

for the competitiveness of Germany 

and Bavaria’s car industry,” he said. This 

in turn would “seriously damage the 

Hungarian economy”, so Hungary will 

not support the initiatives, he added.

CHArGeS rAISeD 
AGAINSt NIGerIAN-LeD 
FrAUDSterS

The Csongrad County prosecutor’s 

office has raised charges against a 

Nigerian man and seven accomplices 

in a 250 million forint (EUR 772,000) 

fraud scheme, the office’s spokesman 

said. According to the indictment, 

the Nigerian man had agreed with 

his clients, thought to be African, to 

recruit Hungarian citizens to defraud 

Spanish, German, Austrian, Swiss, 

British, Portuguese, Bulgarian, Thai, 

Philippene and African individuals 

and companies and help launder the 

stolen money. The defendant hired 

Szeged residents to open forex bank 

accounts, to which the gang’s victims 

later transferred money after being 

sent scam messages online. The 

gang operated between September 

2015 and April 2017 and got their 

Hungarian accomplices to open a 

total of 32 bank accounts in Szeged 

to be used for money laundering. 

They scammed their victims out of 

307 million forints in total across 61 

transactions, but could only withdraw 

254 million before the banks had been 

notified of the scams. The Hungarian 

accomplices got to keep 10% of the 

take per transaction. They then had 

to hand over the remainder of the 

money in cash to the Nigerian man, 

who also kept 10% for himself before 

transferring the rest to his clients.

OrbÁN meetS 
eUrOpeAN pUbLIC LAW 
OrGANISAtION DIreCtOr

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met director 

of the European Public Law Organisation 

(EPLO) Spyridon Flogaitis in Parliament 

on Friday, Orbán’s press chief said. The 

talks also attended by Justice Minister 

László Trócsányi focused on current 

issues in relations between the EPLO and 

Hungary, and the participants discussed 

ways to strengthen the organisation’s 

presence in Hungary, Bertalan Havasi 

said. The latter includes the planned 

opening of an EPLO representative 

office in Szeged, in southern Hungary, 

he added. The participants were in 

agreement that issues concerning the 

future of the European Union and the 

challenges of European democracies 

and legal systems must be approached 

with the active participation of legal 

experts. The EPLO’s organisational 

structure and professional potential 

make it suitable for this task, Havasi said.
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JObbIK CALLS ON GOVt 
tO WItHDrAW ‘mUZZLe 
OrDer’

The conservative opposition Jobbik 

on Friday called on the government 

to withdraw a reported “muzzle 

order” which bans all state-run 

cultural institutions from holding 

press conferences or giving press 

interviews without prior approval 

by the Ministry of Human Resources. 

Ruling Fidesz “wants to devour the last 

remaining crumbs of freedom,” Jobbik 

lawmaker Balázs Ander told a press 

conference at the ministry building 

in charge of cultural affairs, where he 

was accompanied by activists whose 

mouths were taped over. He cited 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán telling 

the European Parliament ten days ago 

that the Hungarian government would 

never resort to silencing its opponents. 

Those in government behave like 

“slave-owners” and “in some cases 

they wear more value on their wrists 

than the entire wealth of an average 

Hungarian family,” Ander said.

HUNGArIANS reCeIVe 
eUrOpeAN CItIZeN’S 
prIZeS

The European Citizen’s Prizes were on 

Friday handed out to their Hungarian 

recipients: the National Association 

of Large Families (NOE), singer Katalin 

Szvorák and fashion designer Erika 

Varga, the founder of the Romani 

Design brand. Andrea Lövei, head of 

the European Parliament Information 

Office in Hungary, noted at the 

award ceremony that since 2008, 

the EP has been awarding the prize 

to individuals and organisations that 

have contributed to promoting mutual 

understanding and tighter integration 

among EU citizens and member states 

or have developed programmes 

devoted to representing the bloc’s 

values.

retAIL SALeS GrOWtH 
SLOWS tO 5.4% IN JULY 

Retail sales in Hungary grew by an 

annual 5.4% in July, slowing from 

6.8% in June, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said on Friday in a 

release of a second reading of the 

data. Calendar year-adjusted data 

show retail sales were up an annual 

5.3% in July. The unadjusted and 

adjusted figures were the same as 

the first reading. Adjusted food sales 

were up 1.9% in July, non-food sales 

climbed by 9.4%, and fuel sales were 

up 5.6%. In absolute terms, retail 

sales came to 996 billion forints in 

July. In January-July calendar year-

adjusted and unadjusted retail sales 

rose by an annual 6.7%. Adjusted 

food sales rose by 4%, non-food 

sales climbed by 9.8%, and fuel sales 

increased by 7.2%.

bUDApeSt tO HOSt 
WOrLD tOUrISm DAY 
CeLebrAtIONS

Budapest has been selected to 

host the official celebrations of 

this year’s World Tourism Day on 

Sept. 27, under a decision of the 

United Nations’ World Tourism 

Organisation (UNWTO). The focus of 

this year’s event will be innovation 

and the digital transformation in 

tourism, director of the Budapest 

tourism centre (BTFK) Teodóra Bán 

told a press conference. BTFK will 

coordinate UNWTO programmes 

and organise 46 of its own events 

that include sight-seeing on board 

a classic Ikarus bus and guided 

tours of museums, galleries and 

historic buildings, she said. She 

noted the launch of the guideme.

hu English-language information 

website. “Foreign tourists have 

discovered Budapest and Hungary 

for themselves; their number has 

doubled since 2010,” the city’s deputy 

mayor said. Both 2016 and 2017 were 

record years, Alexandra Szalay-

Bobrovniczky said, adding that 2018 

was likely to set a new record. 


