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The ministry will submit the draft legislation to parliament this year, Justice Minister László Trócsányi said. The government 

plans to set up eight regional public administration courts supervised by a new Supreme Administrative Court. The bodies 

of judicial self-governance will have a key role in appointing judges and administrative judges will be required to have 

an expertise in public administration. The “dilemmas regarding administrative courts” include defining the role of the 

justice minister in the courts’ management while preserving judicial independence and the separation of the branches 

of power, Trócsányi added.  “It remains to be decided whether the minister’s role should be restricted to the budget and 

general staffing issues or whether he should also have a role in appointing judges, too.” Speaking at a conference at the 

Andrássy Gyula University, he said the government had decided to set up public administrative courts to raise the “level 

of professional quality” in such procedures. The system will also ensure more effective control over decision-making in 

public institutions, he said.

The justice ministry plans to set up public administration courts, a new structure within 
the judicial system to deal with legal disputes in public administration, by January 2020.

NEW COURTS TO BE SET UP BY 2020
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ORBÁN: ‘NO NEED FOR 
FRONTEX TO PROTECT 
OUR BORDER’ 

“There is no need for Frontex to 

protect the Hungarian border in our 

place,” Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said in Salzburg, arriving at a summit 

of European Union leaders. Orbán 

told journalists that the European 

Commission had put forward a 

proposal saying that “if there’s trouble” 

national competencies should be 

“taken away from member states” 

and border protection should be 

managed by the EU.  Orbán said he 

had presented Hungary’s proposal on 

Wednesday to Austria which would 

“resolve this problem” by allowing 

member states to retain their right 

to protect their borders. The same 

proposal has already been presented 

to Bulgaria, he noted.

The prime minister called Frontex, the 

EU’s border agency, a “nice idea”, but 

said the agency had “never successfully 

protected a single metre of a border, 

while we have protected hundreds of 

kilometres”. “There’s no need for them 

to protect the Hungarian border in our 

place, not to mention the questions 

of principle concerning the issue of 

sovereignty.” Orbán said this was the 

stance he would represent at the 

summit, adding that “there are more 

of us who oppose” the EC’s proposal. 

On the subject of Brexit, the prime 

minister said Hungary believed the 

EU should not punish the UK. “A fair 

Brexit and good cooperation is needed 

between Britain and the European 

Union in the future,” he said. Asked if he 

expected the Sargentini report, which 

the European Parliament passed last 

week, to come up during the summit, 

Orbán said: “Everyone just laughs at that.”

SZIJJÁRTÓ: MOL-INA 
DISPUTE ‘OVERSHADOWS’ 
HUNGARY-CROATIA TIES

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó, in an interview to Croatian 

television HRT broadcast, called 

it “unfortunate” that the dispute 

surrounding Hungarian oil and gas 

company MOL and Croatian energy 

company INA “overshadowed” 

Hungarian-Croatian cooperation, 

which he said could otherwise be 

“excellent”. “If we look at just the 

numbers, trade and cooperation, when 

it comes to investments, are thriving,” 

Szijjártó said. “More than half a million 

Hungarians spend their summer 

holidays in Croatia, and whenever we 

mention the Croatian people, we speak 

of them as friends.”

The minister called it “truly sad” that 

the MOL-INA dispute was still dragging 

on. MOL holds just under half of INA’s 

shares but has management rights in 

the company. The other big stakeholder 

is the state of Croatia. The sides have 

long been at odds over INA’s strategy.

“It’s hard to understand why it [the 

dispute] is even on the agenda and 

why we don’t try to settle it rationally 

and pragmatically.” He added that if 

the two countries did ever manage 

to settle the affair, they could both 

profit from the ensuing upswing in 

cooperation. Szijjártó pointed out that 

MOL is the largest Hungarian company 

and therefore carried great significance 

in terms of Hungary’s national interests. 

Despite being a minority stakeholder 

in the company, the Hungarian 

government keeps a close watch on 

MOL’s business dealings across the 

country and central Europe, he said. 

The minister expressed hope that the 

Croatian government and INA could 

reach an agreement with MOL.

Szijjártó said the Croatian 

government did not need to negotiate 

with the Hungarian leadership, 

pointing out that its differences were 

with MOL. He added, however, that 

the Hungarian government was still 

monitoring the situation in hope of a 

swift end to the dispute.

As regards the situation of MOL 

chairman-CEO Zsolt Hernádi, Szijjártó 

said his case had already been cleared 

in the Hungarian justice system. “I 

truly hope that the Croatian justice 

system respects this. But I don’t want 

to interfere in the internal affairs of 

other countries,” Szijjártó said. Croatian 

officials seek to arrest Hernádi on 

suspicion that he bribed former 

Croatian Prime Minister Ivo Sanader to 

give MOL management rights in INA.

AHMED H SENTENCE 
COMMUTED TO FIVE 
YEARS

The Szeged court of appeal on 

Thursday commuted the prison 

sentence of Ahmed H, a Syrian man 
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charged with illegal border crossing 

and complicity in “acts of terrorism”, to 

five years. The first-instance sentence 

was for imprisonment of seven years in 

a high-security jail. He can be released 

on probation after serving two-thirds 

of the sentence, the ruling said. Ahmed 

H, who has been in prison for three 

years, was charged after migrants 

broke the border fence at the southern 

Hungarian crossing at Röszke in 

September 2015.

The judge said that even though 

Ahmed H first urged the crowd at the 

border to stay calm, he later joined 

them in throwing rocks at Hungarian 

police officers, injuring several of them. 

Ahmed H then crossed to Hungary at 

the first opportunity across the broken 

fence, the judge added. The court 

considered Ahmed H’s lack of police 

record, the fact that he does not speak 

Hungarian and the long time he has 

already spent in prison as mitigating 

factors, the judge added.

GOVT CONDEMNS 
UKRAINE’S ATTEMPT 
TO ‘INTIMIDATE’ 
TRANSCARPATHIAN 
HUNGARIANS

The Hungarian government condemns 

in the strongest terms the Ukrainian 

leadership’s attempt to “intimidate” 

the ethnic Hungarian community 

in Transcarpathia, Hungary’s foreign 

minister said. Péter Szijjártó reacted 

to his Ukrainian counterpart Pavlo 

Klimkin’s remark that he is not ruling 

out expelling the Hungarian consul 

serving in Berehove (Beregszász) 

from the country after hidden camera 

footage showing Ukrainian citizens 

taking Hungarian citizenship oaths at 

the consulate appeared on YouTube.

Szijjártó told a news conference 

that the oath-taking ceremony in 

question had been conducted lawfully, 

insisting that Klimkin’s objection 

to it had more to do with Ukraine’s 

upcoming election. He called it a 

“particularly unfriendly move” to use 

hidden camera footage in the election 

campaign which he said served only to 

mobilise “the anti-Hungarian vote”. The 

minister insisted that the footage had 

been leaked on purpose and recorded 

as part of an organised campaign.

Dual citizenship is common in 

the European Union, Szijjártó said, 

adding that the Ukrainian leadership’s 

objection to the oath taking raised 

questions over whether Kiev was 

serious about its Euro-Atlantic 

aspirations. Ukraine must honour its 

international obligations and accept 

that Transcarpathia Hungarians are 

still entitled to their rights “even if 

Ukraine is working on curbing them”, 

he said. Szijjártó said Hungary would 

consider the expulsion of its consul 

in Berehove a “risky and unfriendly 

move”. Such a move would steer the 

two countries’ relations “into a new 

dimension” and would not be left 

without retaliation, he said, adding, at 

the same time, that his ministry had yet 

to be notified of any plans to expel the 

consul. He called Klimkin’s comments 

“the latest in a series of attacks on 

Transcarpathia Hungarians”. Hungary 

is constantly monitoring the situation, 

he said, adding that the government 

was not ruling out future steps to slow 

Ukraine’s European integration. “There 

will be plenty to talk about” at next 

Tuesday’s session of the United Nations 

General Assembly in New York after the 

latest affair, Szijjártó said.

Klimkin told journalists on 

Wednesday that he would show the 

hidden camera footage to Szijjártó 

on the sidelines of the UN General 

Assembly meeting.

CPI TO BE OVER 3% 
BEFORE DROPPING TO 
TARGET FROM MID-2019  

CPI will remain slightly over 3% in the 

short term but underlying inflation 

developments will ensure the 

achievement of the inflation target in 

a sustainable structure from mid-2019, 

the National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

said in a quarterly report. The NBH’s 

mid-term inflation target is 3% in a +/-1 

percentage point tolerance band. 

Speaking at a press conference 

presenting the report, NBH director 

András Balatoni said inflation will 

slightly decelerate in the coming 

months, mainly on the base effect 

from vehicle fuel prices, but will remain 

slightly above 3%.

The twelve-month CPI has exceeded 

3% since June this year and rose further 

to 3.4% in July and August. The current 

account balance will continue to show 

a surplus and the external financing 

capacity will also stay at a high level, 

Balatoni added.
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The NBH left its inflation and 

economic growth forecasts for this 

year and next year unchanged. It 

projects a CPI of 2.8% and GDP growth 

of 4.4% in 2018 and CPI of 3.1% and 

economic growth of 3.5% in 2019. For 

2020, the NBH projects both the CPI 

and GDP growth to be at 3%. 

The central bank’s freshly 

announced Funding for Growth 

Scheme fix and BMW’s 1 billion euros 

investment, announced at the end 

of July, will help sustain corporate 

investment growth through to 2020, 

strengthening both competitiveness 

and long-term growth.

KURIA TO ASSESS CJEU 
RULING ON FOREX 
BORROWERS

Hungary’s Kuria (supreme court) is 

assessing Thursday’s ruling of the 

European Union’s Court of Justice 

(CJEU) affecting forex borrowers. The 

ruling stated that “the unfairness of 

an unclear contractual term which 

places the exchange rate risk on the 

borrower and does not reflect statutory 

provisions may be subject to judicial 

review.” The CJEU, in a preliminary 

ruling requested by Hungary’s Budapest 

Regional Court of Appeal, said that 

financial institutions are required to 

provide borrowers with adequate 

information to enable them to take 

well-informed and prudent decisions.

Two Hungarian borrowers brought 

legal proceedings before the 

Hungarian courts against OTP Bank 

and OTP Faktoring concerning a 

credit contract for the provision of a 

loan denominated in Swiss francs. The 

Hungarian courts referred the case to 

the CJEU to determine if elements of 

the contract were unfair.

The Kuria said the ruling concerns 

“extremely complex legal issues”, and 

in order to discuss its interpretation, 

the Kuria’s chairman will call a meeting 

of a consultative body which includes 

representatives of all levels of the 

judiciary involved in cases linked to 

forex loans.

The opposition Socialists said in 

response to the CJEU ruling that 

Hungary’s parliament should pass 

a law stating that banks misled 

forex loan-holders, and borrowers 

should not be the sole bearers of 

the losses resulting from exchange 

rate changes.  Socialist deputy leader 

László Szakács told a press conference 

that the CJEU ruling could result in 

hundreds of individual lawsuits. Instead 

parliament should pass legislation on 

the matter, especially considering 

that it concerned about 10 percent of 

Hungarians, he said.

FENTANYL SEIZED AT LISZT 
FERENC AIRPORT

Customs officers seized a box 

containing a synthetic opiate, fentanyl, 

at Liszt Ferenc International Airport, 

the tax and customs authority (NAV) 

said. Fentanyl was originally used in 

pain medication. Abuse of fentanyl 

is considered to be responsible for 

half of all opioid related overdoses in 

the US in 2016, some 20,000 cases. As 

little as 2 milligrams can be lethal, NAV 

said. The customs authority seized the 

box, labelled as containing a fitness 

product, and filed charges of drug 

ownership, the statement said.


