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Arriving at a meeting of European People’s Party (EPP) premiers, when asked why he objected to EU proposals to bolster 

Frontex, the bloc’s border agency, having long pushed for the protection of the EU’s external borders, Orbán said: “We’re 

glad that we’re finally concentrating on the question of how we’re going to protect the borders. This is good.” He added, 

however, that there was no need to take away border protection competencies from Hungary, arguing that “we’re capable 

of protecting our borders. We insist on the right to keep it our job.” Orbán said Hungary has managed to stop the flow of 

illegal migrants on its border with Serbia.

As regards the EU proposal to strengthen Frontex, Orbán questioned whether the agency has ever successfully protected 

any borders. “We, Hungarians have,” he said.

On the topic of Brexit, the other major issue to be discussed at the summit alongside migration, Orbán stressed that Hungary 

wanted the UK and the EU to strike a fair trade deal.

Meanwhile, asked if Fidesz would remain a member of the EPP, he said: “We are the EPP’s most successful party.”

Hungary insists on its right to protect its borders, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told 
reporters ahead of an informal summit of EU leaders in Salzburg.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ REJECTS 
UN CRITICISM OVER 
TREATMENT OF NGOS

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó rejected 

criticism levelled at Hungary in a report 

drafted by the UN Human Rights 

Council (OHCHR), which blacklisted 

Hungary alongside 37 countries 

that allegedly mistreat human rights 

activists.

Speaking at the meeting of the 

OHCHR in Geneva, Szijjártó decried 

the report’s claims as “outrageous 

and unacceptable lies”, saying that 

“the documents ... question the 

maturity of the Hungarian people.” 

The documents refer to reports by 

some dozen NGOs, Szijjártó said, 

while around 60,000 are active in 

the country. “These documents 

basically echo accusations of NGOs 

who turned out to be political 

factors, who took part in the recent 

elections,” he insisted. 

Szijjártó said that the civil 

organisations in question are 

supported by a tiny portion of 

Hungarian society, based on the 

donations they receive. The Hungarian 

government is the only body that has 

the authorisation of the Hungarian 

people, having won its third 

consecutive term in April, he said. 

The UN officials submitting the 

documents “do not respect the 

human rights of the Hungarian 

people”, Szijjártó said, adding that 

only the people had the right to decide 

whom to let into the country.  It is clear 

that the officials who submitted the 

report “were biased, pro-migration 

officials”, Szijjártó insisted. But Hungary 

“will never become a country of 

immigrants, and will always protect 

the security of the Hungarian people”, 

the minister said. “We urge the UN to 

stop lying about Hungary and ... stop 

applying double standards against 

Hungary,” he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ AT CHINA-CEE 
CONFERENCE: HUNGARY 
AIMS TO BOOST TOURISM 

Tourism is adding more and more 

to Hungary’s GDP, Péter Szijjártó, the 

foreign affairs and trade minister, said 

on the sidelines of the Dubrovnik 

ministerial conference on cooperation 

between China and 16 central and 

eastern European countries. It is 

therefore in Hungary’s economic 

interest to increase its tourist turnover 

perpetually, he added.

This growth should be linked to 

countries from which tourists are 

high-spending, and the Chinese are 

among the most affluent tourists in the 

world, he said on Wednesday, adding 

that last year Chinese tourists spent 

258 billion US dollars worldwide. “So 

it’s good news that Chinese tourism in 

Hungary is fast expanding.” 

Last year, 227,000 Chinese tourists 

arrived in Hungary, 34% more than a 

year earlier. In the first half of this year, 

there were 140,000 Chinese tourists 

visiting the country, an increase of 

11%, he said. China’s national tourism 

agency has set up its central European 

regional centre in Budapest, which also 

hosts the 16+1 co-operation centre. 

Further, visa applications can be made 

in 14 Chinese cities and permits for 

travel to Hungary are released within 

48 hours, the minister added.

Szijjártó noted the importance of 

continually developing transport 

connections between the two 

countries in order to boost tourist 

numbers. Next summer, besides a 

Budapest-Beijing direct flight, another 

China-Hungary flight corridor will 

be established, he said. “We have 

reached the final phase of negotiations 

with China Eastern Airlines on the 

establishment of a Shanghai-Budapest 

direct airline connection,” he said. He 

added that it is important that Chinese 

tourism to Hungary should not only 

target Budapest, but also Lake Balaton, 

the wine regions and various thermal 

baths around the country.

HUNGARY TELLS EC IT 
WON’T SCRAP ‘STOP 
SOROS’ LAWS

Hungary will not withdraw its “Stop 

Soros” package of laws or its related 

constitutional amendment, according 

to the government’s response to the 

European Commission regarding the 

infringement procedure launched 

over the legislative packages, a justice 

ministry official said. The EC launched 

an infringement procedure against 

Hungary over the Stop Soros laws 

and the constitutional amendment in 

July this year. EC experts raised serious 

objections about their compatibility 
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with EU laws. The government sent 

its response to the EC on Wednesday, 

state secretary Pál Völner told a 

press conference. Hungary finds it 

objectionable that the EC continues 

to represent an openly pro-migration 

position instead of being the guardian 

of the treaties, he said, stressing that 

the government will not withdraw 

“the laws protecting the country 

and Europe”. Hungary also objects 

to the EC getting involved in political 

activities and attacking migration 

policy measures that promote border 

protection, he said. Efforts to use 

Frontex for withdrawing countries’ 

right to guard their own borders 

represent the latter, he added.

After the approval of “Stop 

Soros” and related constitutional 

amendments, the Open Society 

Foundations which is “the top 

organisation in the Soros network” 

turned to the EC which launched 

an infringement procedure against 

Hungary within four weeks, which 

Völner said was exceptionally quick. 

The EC will most probably not find 

Hungary’s response sufficient and 

a reasoned opinion will be sent, he 

added.

In response to a question regarding 

Frontex, he said the organisation’s 

representatives have been in Hungary 

as observers for three years and 

they raised no criticism about the 

Hungarian border guard service. If 

the EC wants to take over border 

protection tasks, the reason is that 

“they want to interpret the rules 

differently” and they would “operate 

a reception service” which can decide 

who is allowed to enter the country 

and who isn’t, he added. Experience 

from the past three years has shown 

that EU officials have a much more 

liberal approach regarding border 

protection and “that is a very bad 

precursor for us to trust them,” he said.    

It is fine that those member states 

that do not have proper border 

protection, such as Italy and Greece, 

could use Frontex’s help but it 

should not be forced on those that 

can take care of border protection 

for themselves, Völner added. In 

response to a question regarding the 

Sargentini report, he said Hungary has 

two months to turn to the court and 

the government has already started 

preparing its arguments.

HELSINKI COMMITTEE 
TURNS TO TOP COURT, 
STRASBOURG

The Hungarian Helsinki Committee 

has turned to the Constitutional 

Court and the human rights court in 

Strasbourg over a new law in Hungary 

that could lead to a prison sentence 

for anyone who helps asylum seekers. 

“The government is increasingly 

angrily attacking independent civil 

society organisations, leaving aside 

the norms of the rule of law,” the NGO 

said. The NGO is challenging criminal 

laws that threaten people who help 

asylum seekers with jail time. Not only 

are staff at the Helsinki Committee in 

danger, but so is any well-intentioned 

citizen who tries to help a migrant, the 

statement said. The new provisions in 

the criminal code are vague, giving the 

authorities wide scope to apply them 

arbitrarily, the NGO said.

Regarding the special tax on 

organisations that help migrants, it 

is only possible to challenge the tax 

in the Strasbourg court since the 

government has stripped Hungary’s 

top court of the powers to consider 

the matter, the statement said. The 

Helsinki Committee also claims the 

25% tax complicates the work of 

civilians and the rules governing it 

“are deliberately vague” so as to put 

off potential financial backers.

TAKÁCS CALLS FOR 
CLOSING ARTICLE 7 
PROCEDURE AGAINST 
POLAND 

The ongoing Article 7 procedure 

against Poland should be closed, state 

secretary at the Prime Minister’s Office 

Szabolcs Takács said late on Tuesday 

after an EU ministerial meeting in 

Brussels. The Hungarian government 

has had problems with the procedure 

out of principle right from the start, 

he said.

The second official hearing of the 

Polish government was held at the 

meeting of EU affairs ministers and 

the Polish delegation once again 

responded to all the questions 

“correctly, item by item,” he added. No 

decision has been made yet about the 

next step to be taken, Takács said, and 

expressed the conviction that Warsaw 

was exposed to a politically motivated 
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procedure. The Article 7 procedure 

initiated against Hungary last week 

was not raised at the meeting in any 

form, the state secretary said.

HUNGARY SUMMONS 
SPANISH AMBASSADOR 
OVER MINISTER’S 
REMARKS

Hungary’s foreign ministry has 

summoned the Spanish ambassador 

over the Spanish foreign minister’s 

recent critical remarks concerning 

Hungary. Foreign ministry state 

secretary Levente Magyar told 

reporters that Josep Borell, “the 

foreign minister of the far-left Spanish 

government, launched an insulting 

and violent outburst” against Hungary 

at a public forum on Tuesday.

The two countries can disagree on 

certain matters, “and in this turbulent 

European political climate”, certain 

countries may face criticism, Magyar 

said. But the tone of these criticisms, 

he added, “mustn’t overstep the 

framework of honesty and fair 

cooperation”, especially if Hungary is 

not there to respond to them.

Magyar said Borell had accused 

Hungary of xenophobia at the 

forum in question and said that 

the country lacked a separation of 

powers and press freedom. He also 

called Hungary and other countries 

in the region “pseudo-democracies,” 

Magyar added. Hungary rejects the 

minister’s claims, the state secretary 

said, adding that “everyone can see 

for themselves” that Hungary has a 

free press, separation of powers and 

that Hungarians are not xenophobic.

He said it was understandable 

that after Hungarian Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s meeting with Italian 

Interior Minister Matteo Salvini last 

month and the European Parliament’s 

approval of the Sargentini report last 

week, Hungary had become a focal 

point of European political discourse, 

with every government reacting to 

Hungary’s policies in some way. But 

the Hungarian government, Magyar 

said, “cannot accept a tone like the 

one used by Josep Borell”.

The state secretary added, at the 

same time, that Hungary and Spain’s 

relations were on the up, noting that 

Borell is due to visit Budapest at the 

end of October.

DK TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS 
BASED ON SARGENTINI 
REPORT

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) party will submit legislation 

proposals based on the findings 

of the Sargentini report, just as the 

Socialists have proposed doing, 

an MEP of the party told the press. 

The party will cooperate with the 

Socialists to avoid duplicating 

proposals, Péter Niedermüller said. “A 

responsible government would face 

up to the situation that has emerged,” 

Niedermüller said, referring to the 

vote in the European Parliament 

to trigger the European Union’s 

toughest disciplinary procedure, 

based on the conclusion of Dutch 

MEP Judith Sargentini’s report that 

Hungary risks violating the bloc’s 

core values. “Orbán’s government, 

though, fears nothing more than an 

open debate on the contents of the 

Sargentini report,” he added.

PÁRBESZÉD CALLS PAKS 
UPGRADE ‘DEBT TRAP’

The opposition Párbeszéd party 

has called for the contract for the 

upgrade of the Paks nuclear plant to 

be scrapped. Referring to recent talks 

in Moscow between Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán and President Vladimir 

Putin, Párbeszéd MEP Benedek Jávor 

said the government “has steered 

the country into a serious debt trap”. 

“Viktor Orbán made clear yesterday 

that this investment is ... a purely 

political enterprise aiming to secure 

Russia’s friendship,” Jávor said.

Hungary will start paying back 

the Russian loan for the upgrade 

of the project, which is now three 

years behind schedule, in 2026, he 

said. Paks 2 is unlikely to become 

operational before the 2030s, he 

added. Jávor insisted the 12 billion 

euro price tag was the “price paid for 

Russia’s support of Orbán’s political 

ambitions in the EU.”

After his meeting with Putin on 

Tuesday, Orbán said “difficulties and 

technical issues” were hampering the 

project’s implementation and referred 

to European Union “bureaucratic 

practices which Russia is unfamiliar 

with”. He added that the upgrade 

would not only benefit bilateral ties 
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but also energy relations between 

Russia and Europe.

BUSINESS ASSOC 
PRESENTS PROPOSALS 
FOR REFORMING 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

National business association MGYOSZ 

unveiled a package of proposals for 

renewing Hungary’s vocational 

education system for the knowledge-

based, innovative economy. MGYOSZ 

looked to the improvements to 

Germany’s dual education system, 

which combines vocational education 

with apprenticeships, as a paradigm 

when drafting the recommendations 

over a period of more than two years, 

the vice president of MGYOSZ said.

Vocational education in Hungary 

is in need of a broad renewal, while 

maintaining good practices, Gábor 

Gablini told a press conference. 

The most important element of 

MGYOSZ’s approach is the aim to 

motivate families, employers and 

people who work in educational 

institutions, he added.

The government is open to the 

proposals which have been sent to the 

Innovation and Technology Ministry, 

Gablini said. Patching up the current system 

will not allow it to manage new challenges, 

which is why MGYOSZ is recommending a 

complex solution, he said.

MGYOSZ recommends in the 

package requiring pupils to pass a 

standardised test of basic reading, 

writing, comprehension and arithmetic 

skills before leaving primary school. 

Pupils who fail the test could be 

offered a spot in a one- or two-year 

remedial programme which they 

would have to complete before 

entering vocational school. The aim 

of the proposal is to ensure students 

are sufficiently equipped to start 

vocational school and reduce the 

number of dropouts. MGYOSZ also 

proposes raising the compulsory 

school age to 18 from 16 at present. 

Apprenticeship stipend rates would 

be set at 40% or 60% of the minimum 

wage, depending on the type of 

vocational school, according to the 

package. Students who complete the 

highest level of secondary vocational 

school, the vocational gymnasium, 

should have the same chances of 

getting into university as those 

who graduate from conventional 

gymnasiums, MGYOSZ says.

HUNGARIAN POLICE 
CONTINGENT LEAVES  
FOR MACEDONIA

A new contingent of Hungarian police 

has left for Macedonia to contribute to 

border protection work, the national 

police headquarters said. The thirty-

strong police unit will patrol the 

Macedonian-Greek border area to 

prevent and reveal illegal border 

crossings and they will also participate 

in apprehending human smugglers 

and illegal migrants. They will work 

near the border areas as well as on 

roads inside the country. The members 

of the contingent will support border 

protection efforts with the help of 

SUVs, night-vision equipment and 

heat cameras. They will carry out their 

tasks with their own equipment and 

act under supervision and control by 

the Macedonian side.


