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It is in Hungary’s national interest that “there should be good cooperation between the two halves of Europe”, including 

good Hungary-Russia ties, Orbán said at a joint press conference with Putin.

Concerning energy cooperation, Orbán said he had made an agreement with Putin on gas supplies from Russia after 

2020. He noted that Hungary would like to see the Turkish Stream gas pipeline going through Hungary, and asked Putin 

to support those plans.

On the subject of the Paks upgrade Orbán said that the project was being implemented in a timely manner and necessary 

adjustments were being made. He noted “difficulties, technical issues” in the implementation of the project, and referred 

to “the bureaucratic practices of the European Union so far unknown to Russia”, but voiced confidence and said that “we 

will make it (the upgrade project) and this will benefit not only Hungary-Russia ties but it will also modernise energy policy 

links between Russia and Europe”. The importance of the project “goes far beyond Hungary”, he added.

Hungary appreciates its relations with Russia and both countries “have an interest in 
maximising shared achievements”, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said after talks with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY APPRECIATES RUSSIA TIES
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RUSSIA BACKS PLANS FOR 
TURKISH STREAM  
TO CROSS HUNGARY

Russian President Vladimir Putin told a 

press conference held together with 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán in Moscow 

that a future branch of the extended 

Turkish Stream pipeline could cross 

Hungary.

Russian gas transit to Europe already 

crosses Hungary where gas reservoirs 

ensure reliable and uninterrupted 

supply to European consumers even 

in peak periods, Putin said.

“We are examining the possibility of 

connecting our Hungarian partners 

with the new routes of transporting 

Russian gas to Europe. I do not exclude 

that a land extension of the Turkish 

Stream pipeline could be built crossing 

Hungary,” he added.

Under a joint initiative with Orbán 

, an inter-governmental committee 

will be set up to coordinate bilateral 

regional cooperation and it will hold 

its founding meeting before the end 

of this year, he said.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY-RUSSIA 
TIES STABLE, DEPENDABLE

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán called 

Hungary’s ties with Russia “stable 

and dependable” prior to talks with 

Russian President Vladimir Putin in 

Moscow.

Putin welcomed Orbán at 

the Kremlin, where Orbán said: 

“This meeting with you has 

great significance for Hungarian 

policymaking, since we are important 

partners for each other.” Hungary 

needs dependable partners. “I am glad 

that ties between our two countries 

have been steady and dependable for 

years,” he added.

Orbán said that the two countries 

have “succeeded in dealing with 

unfavourable impacts of the 

international environment” and 

reversed the tendency of a shrinking 

bilateral trade amidst the economic 

sanctions against Russia. The aim 

of his visit was to thank Putin “for 

his efforts in recent years through 

which decline was turned into 

progress” as well as to “open new 

opportunities for development in 

trade, investment, energy, farming 

and culture”, he said.

Putin said that Hungary is one 

of Russia’s key partners in Europe. 

Bilateral ties are developing on an 

intergovernmental as well as regional 

level, he added. Trade grew by 25% 

last year and in the first half of 2018, he 

said. Mutual investments have reached 

1 billion dollars, with further growth in 

sight, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: COOPERATION 
WITH RUSSIA IN 
HUNGARY’S ECONOMIC, 
SECURITY INTEREST

Cooperation with Russia is in 

Hungary’s economic and national 

security interests, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó told public media 

in Moscow, ahead of a meeting 

between Hungarian Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán and Russian President 

Vladimir Putin. “Hungary has always 

had an interest in pursuing pragmatic 

cooperation with Russia, based on 

mutual respect and common sense,” 

he said. A large portion of Hungary’s 

energy supply comes from Russia, he 

noted. “We in central Europe know 

that dialogue is ... necessary, and 

cooperation must be based on trust,” 

he said.

Outlined his talks in Moscow 

yesterday, Szijjártó said a 

cooperation and development pact 

that served Hungary’s best interests 

was on the agenda. The launch of 

a f light between Budapest and 

Kazan, the third between Hungary 

and Russia, is within reach, he said. 

Hungary is also set to increase its 

role in Moscow’s International 

Investment Bank, which already 

handles Hungarian projects worth 

70 million euros, he said.

Talks are under way on Hungary 

buying about 4.1 billion cubic meters 

of natural gas from Russian energy 

giant Gazprom to cover the country’s 

energy needs in 2020, he said. Also, 

Budapest’s water company will receive 

commissions for value-added projects 

on the Russian market, he said.

Szijjártó on Monday met Russian 

Minister of Trade and Industry Denis 

Manturov, Minister of Health Veronika 

Skvortsova, Nikolai Fyodorov, the first 

deputy chairman of the Federation 

Council, Deputy Finance Minister 

Sergei Storchak and Gazprom CEO 

Alexey Miller.
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LMP URGES MORE 
TRANSPARENCY AROUND 
ORBÁN-PUTIN TALKS

The opposition LMP party has 

demanded that details of talks 

between Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

and Russian President Vladimir Putin 

in Moscow should be revealed. LMP 

deputy group leader Márta Demeter 

told a press conference that Orbán 

“never provides enough information” 

about his talks with the Russian leader.

During his current visit, Orbán should 

“promote Hungarian companies 

rather than multinationals” and help 

Hungarian businesses gain access to 

export markets, she said. Demeter 

called on Orbán to reject plans for 

the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline, which 

she said would supply more expensive 

gas. He should also demand that the 

Russian company which refurbished 

Budapest metro trains pay a penalty 

or install air conditioning in the 

carriages. LMP also wants to know why 

Hungary has joined the Moscow-based 

International Investment Bank and who 

benefits from its loans, she said.

Demeter reiterated her party’s 

earlier concerns about the upgrade 

of the Paks nuclear plant, and insisted 

that the project posed serious 

national security and environmental 

risks. She insisted that Russia’s 

Rosatom, the general contractor 

for the project, was in a position to 

select subcontractors, meaning the 

Hungarian government had “given up 

control” over the project.

HUNGARY GOVT  
TO CHALLENGE 
SARGENTINI VOTE  
IN EU COURT

Hungary’s government is taking 

its challenge against the European 

Parliament’s (EP) vote on the Sargentini 

report to the European Court of Justice, 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, said late on Monday. 

The report was only approved because 

abstentions were not counted and this 

breaches the Lisbon Treaty, he said.

The European Union’s basic treaty 

clearly states that a two-thirds majority 

is required for a procedure to be valid, 

he noted, insisting that this was not 

achieved and therefore the procedure 

should not go ahead. Gulyás said it 

was the first time the EP had held a 

vote on Article 7. He said house rules 

dictated that abstentions could be set 

aside in ordinary procedures but this 

rule did not apply in the case of special 

procedures.

Efforts are under way to subject 

Hungary to “a kind of witch hunt” due 

to the country’s position on migration, 

he said. “You cannot protect the rule 

of law after crude breaches of the law,” 

he said. “What’s happening here shows 

that the Article 7 procedure should be 

launched not against Hungary but 

against the EP.”

He said the government was not 

scared of any inquiry and it was unlikely 

that the procedure would get the 

go-ahead with a four-fifths majority 

needed in the European Council. 

Moreover, the motion would certainly 

not get the necessary unanimity 

in a vote by the heads of state and 

government, he said. The procedure 

launched by the EP would therefore 

not get as far as the withdrawal of 

voting rights, so it is clear that the vote 

was just a way to pressurise Hungary. 

Nevertheless, Article 7 can be used as 

a means to punish Hungary during the 

EU campaign and this was obviously 

the intention of those who initiated 

and supported it, he added.

FIDESZ SUBMITS 
RESOLUTION PROPOSAL 
CONDEMNING 
‘DEFAMATORY’ 
SARGENTINI REPORT

Fidesz and the government have 

submitted a resolution proposal 

to lawmakers that calls on the 

government “not to give into 

blackmail” when it comes to the 

“fraudulent” and “defamatory” 

Sargentini report that concludes 

Hungary is in danger of breaching 

the core values of the European Union. 

The resolution bill was submitted to 

parliament by Máté Kocsis, leader of 

the ruling party’s group, and Gergely 

Gulyás, the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office.

By adopting the document, 

parliament would call on the 

government to reject the 

“unreasonable accusations” against 

Hungary, and to act legally against the 

report prepared by Green MEP Judith 

Sargentini. The proposed resolution 
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would also “declare that Hungary 

is protecting its borders”. “We will 

maintain the fence and will not allow 

the right to guard border to be taken 

away from us,” it says. The Sargentini 

report, it adds, questions the decisions 

of a democratically elected parliament 

in its own sphere of authority, so 

oversteps its powers and violates the 

country’s sovereignty.

“We reject the report that attacks 

Hungary for not accepting migrants 

and for rejecting the quota system, 

and for bringing about a legal border 

seal and criminalising the organisation 

of illegal immigration,” the document 

states.

PARLT SPEAKER PRAISES 
HUNGARY, CYPRUS TIES

Hungary and Cyprus have maintained 

friendly and smooth ties over the past 

several decades and strengthening 

those further is their mutual interest, 

the house speaker said after meeting 

his Cypriot counterpart in Budapest.

László Kövér and Demetris Syllouris 

agreed at their talks that their meeting 

and Hungary’s opening a new 

diplomatic mission in Nicosia soon 

are important steps in strengthening 

their relations, parliament’s press chief 

told MTI in a statement.

Parties at the talks highlighted 

the importance of strengthening 

cooperation between the two 

countries’ parliaments and their 

committees.

Kövér and Syllouris also discussed 

other issues including the EU’s future 

and next budgetary framework, as well 

as migration and Brexit.

COE ANTI-TORTURE 
COMMITTEE CALLS  
ON HUNGARY TO REVIEW 
TRANSIT ZONE RULES

The Council of Europe’s anti-torture 

committee (CPT) has called on 

Hungary to review its treatment of 

migrants in transit zones. The report 

covers the committee’s findings during 

its visit to the Tompa and Röszke transit 

zones in October 2017. It is here that 

migrants are accommodated while 

their asylum claims are assessed. 

The report released on Tuesday said 

the transit zones were well-equipped, 

clean and provided acceptable 

living conditions. The committee 

raised concerns, however, over the 

requirement that asylum seekers, 

including families with children and 

single minors, stay in the zones until 

their claims are decided. The report 

says accommodation was reminiscent 

of holding cells and was therefore 

inappropriate for housing asylum 

seekers, especially families with 

children and lone minors.

No complaints of abuse were noted 

in the transit zones, the committee 

said, though migrants who were 

detained in Hungary and “pushed 

back” across the border into Serbia 

had made allegations of physical abuse 

by the Hungarian police. These claims 

were backed by the committee’s 

medical experts, the report said. The 

committee recommended that the 

Hungarian authorities end the practice 

of sending migrants back across the 

border.

Referring to the Hungarian 

authorities’ reaction to the report that 

“contains several statements contrary 

to facts which are more political than 

professional in nature,” the Council 

of Europe quoted CPT head Mykola 

Gnatovskyy as saying that the response 

made it clear that “worries expressed 

in the report are still relevant”. The 

committee plans to pay another visit 

at the end of the year and hopes to 

discuss the problems then, Gnatovskyy 

said.

AI SUBMITS PETITION  
TO JUSTICE MINISTRY 
ABOUT AHMED H

Two representatives of the human 

rights organisation Amnesty 

International (AI) submitted a petition 

to the justice ministry asking for a 

change in the non-final sentence of 

Ahmed H., a Syrian man sentenced to 

seven years in prison for illegal border 

crossing and complicity in “acts of 

terrorism” during a riot of migrants 

at the Serbian-Hungarian border in 

September 2015.

AI Hungary spokesman Áron 

Demeter said more than 109,000 

signatures have been collected from 

163 countries, including 1,000 from 

Hungary, in support of the petition 

asking the authorities not to classify 

Ahmed H’s crime as a terrorist act. 

Ahmed H. did throw some stones at 

police but this should be considered 
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attempted violence against an official 

rather than terrorism, he said. The 

Syrian man has been in prison for 

three years, so he has already “basically 

served his sentence,” Demeter said.

The justice ministry in response 

called on AI not to pressurise Hungary’s 

independent judiciary. In the petition 

AI is “openly demanding freedom 

for a terrorist who played a key role 

in an attack in Röszke”. AI’s move is 

an attempt to pressurise not only 

Hungary’s judiciary but also its border 

defence, the ministry said. “This fits in a 

series of attacks aimed at eliminating 

Hungary’s border defence and taking 

away Hungary’s right to guard its 

border,” it said.

FIDESZ: EUROPEAN 
COURT WANTS TO KEEP 
CRIMINALS IN HUNGARY

The Court of Justice of the European 

Union (CJEU) wants to keep criminals 

in Hungary instead of expelling them, 

ruling Fidesz said in reaction to a recent 

CJEU ruling concerning Shajin Ahmed, 

an Afghan national who had obtained 

refugee status in Hungary.

The court said that Hungary 

should not reject the Afghan man’s 

appeal for refugee status, even if 

he had attempted homicide, Fidesz 

communications director Balázs 

Hidvéghi told a press conference.  

Ahmed’s refugee status was 

withdrawn and his request to get 

it back dismissed by the Hungarian 

authorities because of a final ruling 

by a Hungarian court that he was 

guilty of attempted homicide and 

other serious crimes, Hidvéghi 

said. It follows that the European 

court has sided with a convicted 

criminal rather than with Hungary, 

he added.

Hidvéghi also referred to another, 

more recent case involving an Afghan 

refugee who is suspected of having 

raped a woman in a Budapest fast-food 

restaurant.

The migrants in both of these 

cases were helped and represented 

by the rights organisation Helsinki 

Committee, which belongs to the 

“Soros network”, he said. The Helsinki 

Committee and other pro-migration 

organisations have an interest in 

bringing as many migrants to Europe 

as possible even if they are dangerous 

people, for instance criminals, he 

added. Fidesz insists that a person who 

has committed a crime is not eligible 

for asylum, especially if the crime was 

committed in a recipient country, 

Hidvéghi said.

DK CALLS FOR RESISTANCE 
TO GOVERNMENT

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) staged a demonstration urging 

“resistance” to government policies, 

in the aftermath of the European 

Parliament adopting the Sargentini 

report that criticised the state of the 

rule of law in Hungary last week.

“Hungary is under dictatorial rule,” 

DK leader Ferenc Gyurcsány said at the 

event near Parliament. Resistance, he 

said, should be aimed at “nothing less” 

than holding a general election under 

new and fair rules.

Gyurcsány, a former prime minister, 

called for a fight so that the incumbent 

government should find its “rightful 

place, namely the hell of Hungarian 

history.”

Addressing the crowd, Csaba Molnár, 

the deputy leader of DK, said that “in 

a dictatorship it is not just the right, 

but the duty of the people to send 

a regime packing if it governs the 

country by ignoring the will of the 

people”.


