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“We will not allow anyone to take away one iota of our border control rights,” Orbán said, adding that “we have more skill 

in controlling the border than anyone in Brussels or in any international organisation”. The prime minister said he will fight 

for Hungary’s border control rights at this week’s European Union summit in Salzburg, adding that Hungary had proven 

that it was capable of protecting its borders. Orbán insisted that Hungary’s border guards were “not only professionals but 

patriots”, who had taken an oath to protect the country and “this is something money cannot buy”. He added that “Brussels 

does not aim to protect the European Union’s borders but to set up a reception service to manage immigration rather 

than to stop it.” “They want the keys to the gate,” he insisted. “Hungary is neither a passageway nor a refugee camp; if we 

wanted to mix with other cultures or civilisations we would hold consultations first,” Orbán said. He added that he would 

“not advocate that idea to the Hungarian people”.

Hungary’s government will not give up its right to control the country’s borders, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán said in his address at the opening of parliament’s autumn season.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY WON’T GIVE UP BORDER RIGHTS
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ORBÁN: MIGRATION 
NO.1 ISSUE AHEAD OF EP 
ELECTIONS

Migration will be the number one issue 

in next year’s European parliamentary 

elections, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said in his address at the opening of 

parliament’s autumn season. In this 

respect, European politicians have split 

into two factions: those who favour 

immigration and those who oppose 

it, he said. Hungary is under attack 

because it has decided that it does 

not want to become “an immigrant 

country”, he insisted. He said in 

connection with the elections that it 

was “just about time for the current 

European elite to go”, arguing that 

they had “failed to keep Britain inside 

the European Union and migrants 

out”. Immigration and the “migrant 

invasion” is not a partisan matter but 

a priority for the nation, Orbán said. 

Hungary shows solidarity towards 

all anti-immigration governments, 

regardless of its partisan make-up, he 

added.

The prime minister said he agreed 

with the EU proposal to strengthen 

the protection of the bloc’s borders, 

provided that countries not strong 

enough to protect their frontiers will 

be given help. “But it isn’t right that 

they want to take away our right to 

protect our borders and have Brussels 

control Hungary’s border protection.” 

Orbán also said public safety has 

deteriorated in Europe since the start 

of the migration crisis. Altogether 347 

people have been killed in attacks 

committed by people with immigrant 

backgrounds since the start of the 

crisis, he said.

On the topic of the Sargentini report 

approved by the European Parliament 

last week, Orbán said the document 

had been drafted against Hungary 

and not the Hungarian government. 

He said its text contained “absurdities” 

about anti-Semitism in Hungary, 

among other issues. “The centre of 

modern anti-Semitism is in fact in 

Brussels, from where anti-Israel political 

operations are financed,” Orbán said.

The Hungarian government will take 

legal action over the approval of the 

report, he said, adding that he has put 

Gergely Gulyas, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, in charge of Hungary’s 

appeal.

As regards the state of the economy, 

Orbán said Hungary’s economic model 

had again performed well over the 

summer. “If there is work, there is 

everything,” Orbán said, describing 

the essence of the “Hungarian model”. 

“Hungary is building a labour-based 

economy as opposed to a welfare-

based one,” the prime minister said. 

Compared with 2010, the number 

of employees has increased by 

almost 800,000 by today, and that 

600,000 of that number were jobs 

in the private sector, he said. “We are 

approaching the dream threshold of 

4.5 million: soon, this many Hungarians 

will be working.” Orbán said the 

unemployment rate at the end of the 

first half of the year was 3.6%, making 

Hungary the third-best performer in 

Europe after the Germans and the 

Czechs. By 2030, Hungary will be 

among the five best and most liveable 

countries in the EU, he insisted.

Orbán said “it is almost certain” 

that pension premiums will be paid 

again at the end of the year in light 

of the agreement between the 

government and pensioners that links 

the economy’s performance to extra 

pension payments.

He also made note of the recent 

announcement of new investments 

by BMW in Debrecen and by MOL-

ThyssenKrupp investments in 

Tiszaújváros.

Orbán noted that 1.5 million children 

have started the new school year and 

that 1 million received textbooks 

free of charge, something that was 

“perhaps” unique in Europe. Orbán 

also noted that 85,000 students study 

in higher education, up by 2,500 since 

last year, and 65,000 receive a state 

scholarship, 5,000 more than a year 

ago.

He underlined that the government 

has pursued a family-oriented policy 

but new initiatives, he added, were 

needed. Soon, the government will 

launch a “National Consultation” in 

order to canvass views on further steps, 

he said.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
BLAST ORBÁN’S SPEECH

Group leaders of Hungary’s opposition 

parties slammed Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán’s speech opening the autumn 

session of parliament, accusing him of 
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misrepresenting the Sargentini report 

approved in the European Parliament 

last week and of ignoring Hungary’s 

real problems.

Jobbik said Orbán had lost in Europe 

and was at a crossroads. Márton 

Gyöngyösi, the party’s group leader, 

added that “it might not be too late” for 

the prime minister to “back down”. As 

regards a European Union proposal for 

a standing corps for the bloc’s border 

agency, Gyöngyösi said Orbán had 

fought for years for a joint European 

border protection scheme and the 

EU’s proposal was “in no way about 

transferring the right to control the 

borders to mercenaries”. According 

to the proposal, the border guards 

provided by the EU would be subject 

to the host country’s laws and report 

to its border guard commanders, 

Gyöngyösi said.

The Socialist Party said that with 

the approval of the Sargentini report, 

Orbán “has it on paper that he is a 

recidivist lawbreaker”. The report 

argued that the prime minister 

“serves his own interests instead of 

the common good and is enriching 

his own political elite,” group leader 

Bertalan Tóth said. “You are no longer 

Europe’s strongman ... but Europe’s 

pariah” who governs against the will 

of the people, Tóth told Orbán.

The Democratic Coalition accused 

the government of “hiding behind the 

nation’s back” when insisting that the 

Sargentini report was drafted against 

Hungary. Ferenc Gyurcsány, the party’s 

chairman and group leader, called 

Orbán’s argument that the report 

was not about his government but 

the country as a whole “dumb”, 

saying that though its title does refer 

to Hungary, the document itself 

contains 48 critical remarks about 

the Hungarian government, but 

none about the country as a whole. 

Gyurcsány accused the government 

of “creating a dictatorship” and called 

Orbán a dictator. He argued that the 

government was taking away people’s 

right to be informed and “financially 

crippling its opponents and using the 

justice system to punish them”.

Green LMP said the migration 

debate launched by Orbán was a 

“pseudo debate based on a genuine 

problem” which the government 

was using to “obscure reality”. László 

Lóránt Keresztes, LMP’s group and co-

leader, said Orbán was not interested 

in a solution to Europe’s migrant crisis, 

but rather in continuing to use it as a 

campaign talking point. He said there 

had been no genuine debate at the EU 

level about the causes of the migration 

crisis, adding that Orbán was also one 

of the politicians who had failed to 

present any meaningful proposals 

for resolving it. On the subject of the 

Sargentini report, Keresztes said his 

party had not backed the document 

because they considered it wrong 

to punish an entire country for its 

government’s mistakes.

Párbeszéd group leader Tímea 

Szabó dismissed the ruling party’s 

accusation that opposition politicians 

were traitors, and called Orbán traitor. 

“You’re the one attacking Hungary 

and the Hungarian people,” she said, 

adding that the report was critical 

only of the Hungarian government, 

not Hungarians. She argued that it 

was not the people who were to 

blame for Hungary’s low pensions, 

“the persecution of homeless people, 

Europe’s shortest-term jobseekers’ 

allowance or the abolition of the 

science academy’s world-renowned 

research institute”. Szabó insisted 

that Orbán only cared about “money, 

stealing and power” and “couldn’t care 

less about Hungary or the Hungarian 

people”.

GOVT SPOX DERIDES 
WESTERN LEFTISTS 
‘LECTURING’ HUNGARY

Government spokesman Zoltán Kovács 

has derided western European leftists 

for “lecturing” Hungary and other 

countries in eastern Europe. These 

countries “fought against Communism 

to secure their freedom,” he said at a 

roundtable held in the Hungarian 

embassy in London. Kovács insisted 

that the current international debate 

on the situation in Hungary is “another 

attempt by the so-called liberals” to 

obtain the exclusive right to form 

political positions as well as to “take 

political revenge” on Hungary for not 

supporting “certain political decisions”. 

Kovács said the dispute on Europe’s 

future was mainly between federalists 

and supporters of the sovereignty of 

nations. He added that “honest and 

open dialogue has now become well-

nigh impossible” due to debate having 

been “hijacked”.
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The bulk of the issues referred to 

in the Sargentini report have already 

been legally resolved by Hungary 

and the European Commission, 

he said, adding that the European 

Parliament had no business acting 

like a court and reheating old issues 

according to their “political tastes”. The 

EP has tried to disguise the political 

Sargentini report as a legal matter, and 

as such, this violates the rule of law, 

he said. He said the only way the two-

thirds majority needed to adopt the 

Sargentini report was obtained was by 

ignoring abstentions. This, he added, 

was also a breach of the “the sanctity” 

of the rule of law.

Commenting on German Chancellor 

Angela Merkel’s statement last week 

that control of the EU’s external 

borders should be handed over to 

Frontex, the EU border service, Kovács 

said: “Hungary’s position is that this 

won’t happen.” The spokesman said 

that in 2015 more than 400,000 people 

had passed through the Hungarian 

border at will. He said today dozens 

were still trying to do so on daily basis, 

so it was untrue that the danger had 

passed.

Kovács said pro-migration forces 

were making serious efforts to “steal” 

some of the elements of nation-state 

sovereignty. Hungary maintains that EU 

member states should continue to be 

responsible for protecting the borders, 

he said, adding that this was “the most 

effective way” of doing so.

Regarding speculation that Britain’s 

Conservative Party had withheld 

its approval of the Sargentini report 

so as not to open up tensions with 

the Hungarian government in the 

middle of Brexit negotiations, Kovács 

said Hungary, like other EU member 

states, was not engaged in talks 

with Britain on this matter. The EU’s 

chief negotiator, Michel Barnier, 

is responsible for Brexit talks and 

Hungary abides by the rule in this 

matter that the EU negotiates as a 

single entity.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: TIES WITH 
RUSSIA INCREASINGLY 
BENEFICIAL TO HUNGARY

Growing economic cooperation 

between Hungary and Russia is 

increasingly beneficial to the Hungarian 

economy, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

told public media from Moscow. He 

called for continued dialogue between 

the European Union, its member states 

and Russia, saying that the “imminent 

global trade war” warranted cooperation 

based on mutual respect between 

eastern and western Europe.

He said Russia had been Hungary’s 

second largest trading partner before 

the EU introduced sanctions against it 

and they answered in kind. It has since 

slid to 12th place, he added. Hungarian 

economic players lost about 7 billion 

dollars-worth of export opportunities 

due to the sanctions, Szijjártó said. 

Many European countries now prefer 

the option of engaging in dialogue 

and “an honest reckoning with the 

effects of the sanctions” instead of 

their automatic prolongation, he 

said. After years of backsliding, trade 

between the two countries grew by 

30% to 5.5 billion dollars in 2017, he 

noted. Relations have seen a marked 

progress in finance, agriculture, health 

care and energy, he said.

As regards gas imports, the minister 

said Hungary will buy 4.3 billion cubic 

meters of natural gas from Russia next 

year. “We are now working towards 

an agreement in 2020 to ensure 

gas supplies for Hungarian industry 

and households,” he said. Talks are 

under way on expanding financial 

cooperation, too, he said.

GOVT OFFICIAL: 
SARGENTINI REPORT 
‘LYING’ ABOUT HUNGARY 
CHURCHES

The European Parliament’s 

recent Sargentini report contains 

“inconceivable and trumped-up 

lies” concerning conditions for 

church organisations in Hungary, 

state secretary Miklós Soltész 

said. Addressing a conference, he 

insisted that “churches have great 

opportunities in Hungary compared 

with other European countries”. He 

argued that Hungary was the only 

European Union member in which 

“32 churches, including ones with 

only a few hundred members, are 

granted the same rights”. Criticism over 

Hungary’s church law was groundless 

because “most of the contested 

stipulations have been changed”. 

Some passages, however, could not be 

changed in lack of opposition support, 

he added.
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POLICE REMOVE 
PROTESTERS FROM 
PARLIAMENT SQUARE

Police removed protesters from 

Kossuth Square who were reluctant 

to leave the Parliament area 

after Sunday’s anti-government 

demonstration. According to a police 

statement, people who refused to 

leave were physically removed from 

the area in the early hours of Monday. 

Nobody was injured in the police 

action, while a woman “behaving 

confused” was taken to hospital, the 

statement said. The police filed charges 

against 27 people.

DK CALLS FOR SERIES OF 
ANTI-GOVT PROTESTS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) is launching a series of anti-

government demonstrations, DK 

MEP and deputy leader Csaba Molnár 

said. DK invites “everyone who values 

the homeland and wants to see an 

end to the Orbán regime” to join its 

demonstrations at Kossuth Square in 

front of Parliament every afternoon 

starting on Tuesday, Molnár told a 

press conference. He also said he and 

fellow DK MEP Péter Niedermüller, 

having voted for the Sargentini report 

last week, will report themselves to 

Hungary’s chief public prosecutor for 

treason, referring to remarks from the 

ruling parties that Hungarian MEPs 

who backed the report were guilty of 

treason.

KÖVÉR: LAOS STRATEGIC 
PARTNER IN SOUTH-EAST 
ASIA

Hungary considers Laos more than a 

friendly country but also a strategic 

partner in the south-east Asian region, 

László Kövér, the speaker of parliament, 

said after meeting President of the 

National Assembly of Laos Pany 

Yathotou in Parliament. Hungary 

launched its policy of opening to 

the east in 2010, a statement by 

parliament’s press office cited Kövér 

as saying. Diplomatic ties with Laos 

go back 55 years and serve as a 

good basis for further developing 

and strengthening cooperation, the 

statement added. Kövér noted that 

Yathotou’s was the first official visit by 

a Laotian national assembly president 

to Hungary. They both called for the 

strengthening of bilateral ties in 

the economy, education, tourism, 

agriculture, water management and 

veterinary care, the statement said.

Yathotou thanked the Hungarian 

people for their sympathy and support 

in the aftermath of the disaster in 

Attapeu Province on July 23, in which 

a dam burst, killing dozens of people 

and making six thousand homeless.

PARLT CTTEE APPROVES 
NOMINATIONS RENEWING 
NBH SUPERVISORY BOARD 
MANDATES

Members of parliament’s economic 

committee approved nominations 

that would renew the terms of four 

members of the supervisory board of 

the National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

for another parliamentary term. The 

committee approved the nomination 

of Ferenc Papcsák as supervisory 

board chairman with a vote of 10:4. 

It also voted 10:4 for the nominations 

of supervisory board members László 

Madarász, Gábor András Szenyei 

and László Nyikos. Parliament elects 

the chair of the supervisory board 

and three more of its members. The 

government appoints two other 

members. The mandates of the 

supervisory board members coincide 

with the mandate of the current 

parliament.

VARGA OPENS MILLENÁRIS 
STARTUP CAMPUS

Central and eastern Europe’s largest 

startup centre was opened in 

Budapest’s Millenáris Park as the first 

project in a 5 billion forint (EUR 15.3m) 

programme. Finance Minister Mihály 

Varga said the initiative was aimed 

at “lending momentum to human 

assets” and improving conditions for 

businesses. The government is ready 

to support new ventures based on 

innovation and increasing efficiency, 

he added. Gergely Gulyás, head of 

the Prime Minister’s Office, said that 

the new centre could become a 

“cradle for development promoting 

the Hungarian economy”. The centre 

will contribute to the development of 

a “creative neighbourhood in which 

many could create new and useful 
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things”. The Millenáris Startup Campus, 

built using a 1.7 billion forint budget, 

has 180 work stations, 24 offices and 

meeting rooms and 3 auditoriums.

PM DISCUSSES 
DIGITISATION WITH 
DEUTSCHE TELEKOM 
HEADS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met 

Timotheus Höttges and Srini Gopalan, 

CEO and vice-director of Deutsche 

Telekom, and Tibor Rékasi, the CEO of 

its Hungarian unit Magyar Telekom, in 

Parliament to discuss achievements and 

challenges in digitisation. The regulatory 

environment, incentives for investment 

and frequency management are of key 

importance to strengthening the digital 

economy, which in turn drives Hungarian 

and European competitiveness, they 

agreed. The results and aims of the 

Digital Welfare Programme give Hungary 

a good chance of success in the digital 

era, they said. Höttges said that Hungarian 

Telekom will continue to spearhead the 

development of 5G standards and work 

for Hungary to become a regional centre 

in 5G development.

WORKERS SEEK 13% PAY 
RISE AT STATE-OWNED 
COMPANIES

The National Federation of Workers’ 

Councils is pushing for an agreement 

that would raise wages at state-owned 

companies by at least 13% next year, daily 

Magyar Idők said. An agreement was earlier 

reached on raising wages at state-owned 

companies, such as bus, railway and postal 

companies, by a combined 30% in 2017-

2019. The front-loaded agreement would 

raise wages by just 5% next year, so the 

trade union is pressing for a supplemental 

agreement that would add another 8% to 

the increase, bringing the overall rise to at 

least 13%, federation head Imre Palkovics 

told the paper. The additional increase 

is justified to achieve fiscal targets for 

consumption growth as well as the 

continued rise in real wages, he added.

PALKOVICS ‘REASSURED’ 
SOLUTION ON COHESION 
FUNDING IN SIGHT

Cohesion policy is important for 

every European Union member 

state and remarks suggesting the 

European Commission is willing 

to find a compromise concerning 

the extent of cohesion funding 

reductions and how these cuts 

are implemented are reassuring, 

Hungary’s minister of innovation 

and technology said after meeting 

Günther Oettinger, the European 

commissioner for budget and 

human resources. At a joint press 

conference held with minister 

László Palkovics on the sidelines 

of a conference organised by 

“Friends of Cohesion” countries, 

the commissioner said all member 

states “must understand that Brexit 

will result in fewer EU resources 

and also less money available for 

cohesion”. Oettinger said member 

states must accept a drop in EU 

financial resources of 80 billion 

euros in the next budgetary 

period, but the EU wants to carry 

this out in the least “harmful” 

way by mitigating dif ferences 

in development levels between 

individual EU states, taking into 

account dif ferences in GDP per 

capita.


