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The sides agreed that the conditions for financing the research institutions are in accordance with the budget act and the 

legal and administrative conditions for the implementation of the law will be established. The budget of the Academy and 

its institutions for next year will be planned in the same way as in previous years, in a manner and with deadlines that are 

in line with regulations. Financing for the institutions next year will be finalised in an agreement.

After the agreement was reached, the ministry’s experts announced the restructuring of the innovation system. It is the 

ministry’s position that a review and assessment of institutions active in basic and applied research be conducted before 

the new system is introduced. The reviews and assessments will be carried out by the ministry for institutions within its 

own scope, and by MTA for institutions that belong to its own network. Decisions on the structures of institutions will not 

be taken before the reviews take place, MTA said. The ministry wishes to continue talks on the timeframe and method for 

undertaking the reviews, it added.

The Hungarian Academy of Sciences (MTA) and the innovation and technology 
ministry (ITM) have reached an agreement on the legal and financial foundations for 
the continued operation of the Academy’s network of research institutions, MTA said.
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Arnold Nagy, from Temerin in Vojvodina, Serbia, wins the National Gallop  
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TIME RUNNING OUT TO 
ACT ON CLIMATE CHANGE, 
ÁDER WARNS

The time to act on climate change is 

running out and the responsibility for 

action is growing, Hungarian President 

János Áder said in a speech delivered at 

the Global Climate Action Summit in San 

Francisco. It’s no longer just a question of 

what happens to the Earth’s atmosphere, 

the future of civilisation hangs in the 

balance. Áder said he hoped his initiative 

to allow cities and provinces to join the 

Paris Agreement on global action to 

avoid dangerous climate change would 

soon be realised. Hungary’s government 

has set targets to cut carbon emissions 

by 85% by 2050 and raise the proportion 

of clean energy, such as nuclear and solar, 

to 90-95% of output by 2030, he said.

ORBÁN HOLDS TALKS 
WITH RUSSIAN ORTHODOX 
DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATOR 
OF HUNGARY 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has held 

talks with Archbishop Antony, the 

Russian Orthodox Church’s diocesan 

administrator of Hungary, the PM’s 

press chief said. At their talks, Orbán and 

the archbishop reviewed the Russian 

Orthodox Church’s development projects 

for which the Hungarian government 

has provided financial support, Bertalan 

Havasi told MTI. He noted that the 

government’s 2.4 billion forint (EUR 7.4m) 

donation will cover the refurbishment of 

the Orthodox Cathedral of Our Lady in 

Budapest’s 5th district and the office of 

the diocese, the full-scale renovation 

of the Orthodox Church of St. Nicholas 

in Tokaj, the renovation of the Holy 

Trinity Greek Orthodox Church and its 

community centre in Miskolc as well as 

the construction of a new church in Héviz.

LEFT-WING OPPOSITION 
POLITICIANS CALL FOR 
SOLIDARITY, PROTESTS  
AT DEMO

Politicians of the left-wing opposition 

Socialist-Párbeszéd and Democratic 

Coalition (DK) called for solidarity and 

street protests to overturn the Orbán 

government at a demonstration in 

Budapest. Bertalan Tóth, the head of the 

Socialist Party, said that the approval of 

the Sargentini report by the European 

Parliament showed that Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán “is not the strong man of 

Europe but a branded populist” who 

professes to build a Christian democracy 

while the representatives of Christian 

Democrat parties vote against him. Orbán 

has “chosen the past, not the future, the 

East, not the West,” with his policies, he 

added. Tóth said the approval of the 

report is the victory of pro-Europe parties 

over those opposed to Europe. Parliament 

does not need a resolution condemning 

the report, but bills that can correct the 

problems the report protests, he added.

DK chairman Ferenc Gyurcsány called 

on people to demonstrate in the streets 

to topple the government. From now 

on, it is not just the right, but the duty 

of the Hungarian people to take the 

fate of the government into their own 

hands and “send this regime packing”, 

he said. He noted that governments had 

earlier been overturned with continuous 

demonstrations in Serbia, Egypt and 

Slovakia. A dictatorship lies behind the 

facade of parliamentary democracy, 

and dictatorships are not overthrown in 

parliament, Gyurcsány said. “We cannot 

rest until the crowd in the streets forces 

Viktor Orbán to resign and a new election 

is called, with new campaign financing and 

media regulations,” he added. Gyurcsány 

announced another demonstration for 

Tuesday, next to the parliament building. 

Gergely Karácsony, the co-leader of 

Párbeszéd, said he was proud of the 

Hungarian MEPs who voted in favour 

of the Sargentini report. Those people 

love their country more than to be 

afraid of the prime minister calling 

them traitors, he added. Karácsony 

said the first step should be to prevent 

Orbán from tearing apart the European 

Union as he has torn apart Hungary. 

Afterward, the EU’s social pillar needs 

to be strengthened, which requires 

sending as many progressive, pro-

Europe MEPs to Brussels as possible. 

Karácsony said that Orbán’s party 

loyalists cannot be allowed to get into 

the majority in the European Parliament 

in elections in the spring. Afterward, in 

local council elections, “small circles of 

freedom” must be organised, he added.

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi urged 

people to “take back our national 

symbols”, saying that one of the first 

symbolic steps in the “establishment 

of the Orbán regime” was the 

“appropriation of the cockade”, a 

ribbon rosette of the national colours 
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adopted by revolutionaries in 1848 as 

a symbol of independence.

The demonstration was organised 

a few days after MEPs approved the 

Sargentini report, so called because of its 

rapporteur, the Dutch, Greens MEP Judith 

Sargentini. The approval of the report, 

which cited the “existence of a clear risk 

of a serious breach by Hungary of the 

values on which the Union is founded”, 

triggered an Article 7 procedure against 

Hungary would could ultimately strip the 

country of its EU voting rights.

Demonstrators filled Bem Square, near 

the Danube, carrying Hungarian and 

EU flags, as well as displaying emblems 

of the three organising parties and 

the Momentum Movement. After the 

demonstration, some participants headed 

to Kossuth Square, in front of parliament, 

with a police escort. Some 300-400 

people continued to demonstrate at 

Kossuth Square, as a cordon of police 

stood in front of the parliament building.

Ruling Fidesz said in response to the 

demonstration that the opposition 

still fails to accept the decision of the 

Hungarian people. Opposition politicians 

supported “Brussels and pro-migration 

politicians in Strasbourg and continue to 

do so at home,” the party said.

WORK, CHANCE TO BUY  
A HOME AND EDUCATION 
KEYS TO KEEPING YOUNG 
PEOPLE IN HUNGARY - 
VARGA

Work, the chance to buy a home and 

favourable conditions for education are 

the keys to keeping young Hungarians 

in the country, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga told journalists after a 

presentation on the topic at a meeting 

of the national committee of Fidelitas, 

the youth arm of the ruling Fidesz party, 

in Balatonföldvár, on Lake Balaton.

Hungary’s youth employment rate 

is declining, relative to other countries 

in Europe, and is under 10% at present, 

he said.   Young Hungarians working 

abroad have been returning home 

since 2017 thanks to higher real wages, 

Varga said. “The trend has changed: 

an annual 20,000 people are coming 

home, that is, without going back 

[abroad] to look for work,” he added. 

GOVT TO LAUNCH NATL 
CONSULTATION ON FAMILY 
POLICY 

Hungary’s government will survey citizens 

on family policy in a national consultation 

that will launch in just a couple of weeks, 

state secretary Csaba Dömötör said 

at an annual meeting of the National 

Association of Large Families (NOE) in 

Tata, in the northwest of the country. It 

is the stated goal of the government to 

make Hungary a family-friendly place, 

Dömötör said. “We want to decide 

together on further measures necessary 

to achieve this goal in the framework of a 

national consultation,” he added.

TWO-THIRDS OF HUNGARIANS 
SUPPORT GOVT MIGRATION 
POLICY - PAPER

Two-thirds of Hungarian voters support 

the government’s migration policy, a 

survey conducted by the Nézőpont 

Institute for daily Magyar Idők shows.  

Of the voting age population, 86% of 

respondents were against and only 7% 

in favour of allowing the EU to resettle 

non-EU nationals in Hungary without 

the consent of parliament. Support 

for mandatory resettlement of asylum 

seekers is highest in Budapest, at 14%, 

but is under 10% for all other cities 

and demographic groups, it added. 

The closure of Hungary’s southern 

border is supported by 97% of Fidesz 

sympathisers, by 94% of the supporters 

of conservative Jobbik, and 57% of the 

supporters of leftist parties. 

SZIJJÁRTÓ SNUBS FRENCH 
MINISTER FOR ALLEGING 
HUNGARIANS LEFT OUT  
OF DEBATE ON MIGRATION

Hungary is the only state in Europe to 

have asked the people’s opinion on 

illegal migration, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said, responding to a claim by 

France’s minister for European affairs 

that Hungary is leaving its citizens out 

of the debate on the issue. Nathalie 

Loiseau, the French minister for 

European affairs, claimed on Twitter on 

Saturday that, unlike in France, Hungary 

and Italy had not organised debates 

on Europe. “Perhaps the populists are 

afraid to give the floor to the people?” 

she said. Hungary will not transfer 

its right to protect its border, even 

though the politicians in Paris, Brussels 

and Strasbourg want to take that right 

away and let in the migrants, Szijjártó 

said. Hungary’s government, acting on 
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the will of the Hungarian and European 

people, said no to illegal migration, 

while cowardly pro-migration politicians 

did not dare ask the people, he added.

DK: PM ‘DEFEATED’,’WEAK’ 

Viktor Orbán sounded unusually 

“defeated” and “weak”, as a political leader 

aware of the fact that he has no more 

chance to either change or manipulate 

the outcome of a vote, an MEP and deputy 

leader of the opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) said, in reaction to the prime 

minister’s radio interview on Friday.

DK is proud that its MEPs voted about 

the Sargentini report along with fellow 

MEPs “who stated the truth about 

the Orban regime”, Csaba Molnár 

told a press conference. He criticised 

the prime minister for “trying to use 

the Hungarian people as a shield” in 

response to the report. “The report is 

about the Orbán government rather 

than about Hungary,” Molnár said.

Asked about the view of the head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office that abstentions 

should have also been taken into account 

for the vote to be valid, Molnár said 

Gergely Gulyás “was lying”. The rules on 

voting in the European Parliament were 

established in 1979 and have remained 

unchanged ever since, Molnár said, noting 

that abstentions had never been taken 

into account during the procedure. 

SOCIALISTS: ‘EP IS DEFENDING 
HUNGARIAN CITIZENS’

By approving the Sargentini report 

criticising the rule of law in Hungary, 

the European Parliament has defended 

Hungarian citizens against their own 

government, the leader of the opposition 

Socialist Party said. Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s government refuses 

to acknowledge that “it has betrayed 

Hungarians and the European values 

Hungarians believe in and are committed 

to”, Bertalan Tóth told a press conference 

in Miskolc, in northeast Hungary.

“What happened in the European 

Parliament this week was bad for 

Orbán but a good message to 

Hungarian democrats,” he said. 

“Orbán doesn’t want to quit the EU 

because the funding comes in handy 

for him, his family and his circles,” 

Tóth insisted. “Orbán wants Europe to 

be like what he has turned Hungary 

into.” He said the Socialists party will 

“do everything they can to stop Orbán 

from achieving that goal”. On Monday, 

the party will submit to parliament a 

12-point proposal on “the restoration 

of the justice system, media freedom 

and constitutionality”, Tóth said.

GOVT TO RAISE PLASTIC 
BAG PRODUCT FEE FROM 
2019, PLANS BAN FROM 2021

The innovation and technology ministry 

plans to raise product fees for disposable 

plastic bags from next year and aims 

to introduce a ban on the bags from 

2021, the ministry told MTI. Hungarians 

use more than 80 plastic bags a year, 

on average, many of which end up in 

landfills, the ministry noted. The ministry 

said it also plans to raise product fees 

for plastic utensils, such as cups, knives, 

forks and straws. A draft of the new rules 

is expected to be released for public 

consultation at the end of September. 

Hungary introduced a product fee on 

plastic bags years before the European 

Union’s plastic bag directive came into 

force, the ministry said, adding that the 

draft measures on restricting disposable 

plastic products aims to comply with 

another planned EU directive.

GOVT EARMARKS  
HUF 14BN FOR CENTRES 
PLACING WOMEN  
IN FLEXIBLE JOBS

Hungary’s government is allocating 14 

billion forints (EUR 43m) from funding 

earmarked for development to set up 

71 Family and Career Points around the 

country, state secretary for family and 

youth Katalin Novák said in Esztergom, 

north of the capital. Each of Hungary’s 

counties is getting 3-4 of the centres 

which will help women find flexible jobs, 

Novák said. In terms of employment, 

Hungary is at the top in international 

comparison, but the proportion of 

women working in jobs with flexible 

hours is relatively low, she added.

65TH ANNIVERSARY  
OF RECSK LABOUR CAMP 
CLOSURE MARKED

A commemoration was held on 

Saturday to mark the 65th anniversary 

of the closing of the Recsk labour 

camp, also known as the “Hungarian 

Gulag”, in northern Hungary. Some 

1,500 people were imprisoned at the 
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camp in Recsk between 1950 and 

1953. The camp was shut down by 

Imre Nagy, Hungary’s prime minister, 

after the death of Stalin. “Speaking 

about Recsk and the oppression of 

the Communist dictatorship is not 

just an opportunity we may avail of 

since 1990, it is not just something we 

owe to the one-time prisoners, it is a 

duty we have in the name of universal 

human values,” Bence Rétvári, the state 

secretary of the human resources 

ministry, said at the ceremony.

CHINESE POET AWARDED 
JANUS PANNONIUS PRIZE

Yang Lian, a Chinese poet who lives 

in Berlin, was presented the Janus 

Pannonius Grand Prize for Poetry at a 

ceremony in Pécs, southern Hungary. 

“Yang Lian has successfully combined 

the forms of classical Chinese verse 

with Western avant-garde expressions,” 

Tamás Kemény, a poet and member 

of the international jury for the prize, 

said in a laudation. Yang Lian, born 

in 1955, is associated with the Misty 

Poets group, who reacted against 

restrictions of free speech using the 

tools of poetry. The Janus Pannonius 

Grand Prize for Poetry was established 

by Géza Szőcs, the president of the 

Hungarian PEN Club, in 2012. It comes 

with a 50,000 euro purse. This year’s 

prize was presented by state secretary 

for culture Péter Fekete.

HÓDMEZŐVÁSÁRHELY  
TO ERECT NEW MEMORIAL 
TO 1919 MASS MURDER

The Hódmezővásárhely city 

council has decided to erect a new 

memorial marking the centenary 

one of the most gruesome 20th-

century mass murders in rural 

Hungary. On July 25, 1919, during 

the Romanian occupation of the 

southeaqst Hungarian city, Romanian 

soldiers gunned down 56 civilians, 

mostly young men. The massacre 

was ordered by László Berényi, a 

Hungarian posing as an officer of the 

Romanian army. With the assistance 

of local resident Géza Nagy, Berényi 

had established a reign of terror in the 

city, pillaging and taking members of 

wealthy families as hostages. Afraid 

of a revolt, the Romanian military 

command later convicted and 

executed Berényi and Nagy. 

The proposal for a new memorial, 

submitted by Fidesz councillor 

Gabriella Bálint, was accepted 

unanimously. Péter Márki-Zay, the city’s 

mayor, initiated a donation campaign. 

Several city councillors offered one 

month’s salary for the cause.


