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Concerning the Sargentini report the European Parliament approved on Wednesday, Orbán said it was motivated by an 

“ultimatum” by German Chancellor Angela Merkel at a meeting with French President Emmanuel Macron to Europe under 

which countries on the bloc’s perimeter would relinquish some of their border control activities and hand them over 

to Brussels. “The plan is that if they cannot force Hungary to allow migrants in, they will strip the country of the right to 

control its borders,” Orbán insisted. “They want to stigmatise Hungary and they want to weaken Hungary’s resistance,” he 

said. “They want to replace Hungarian border guards and soldiers who have taken an oath and for whom the homeland is 

paramount and send mercenaries from Brussels who will let migrants in,” the prime minister said.

Orbán said the Sargentini report was adopted in a procedure which “does not involve any sanctions”. He insisted that the 

disciplinary process unleashed by the report’s adoption presented “no danger whatsoever” for Hungary.

The European Union is seeking to strip Hungary of its right to protect its borders, 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in an interview to public Kossuth Rádió.
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Schoolchildren at the 23rd Choose Your Own Sport Festival in Budapest
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OrbÁN: ep HAS  
prO-mIGrANt mAJOrItY 
FOr NOW

Noting that Europe would hold 

elections next May, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán called the current 

members of the European Parliament 

has-beens. The current EP has a “clear 

pro-migrant” majority whose mission 

“is to change the composition of the 

continent and replace its population”, 

Orbán said. He said certain EP 

politicians “hate all those who oppose 

their plans and organise resistance”.

In an interview to public radio, 

Orbán insisted that the Hungarian 

government had “responded to all 

claims” in the Sargentini report. He 

said 19 of those claims concerned 

contested procedures under way, while 

13 concerned past procedures and 37 

contained “factual mistakes”. The prime 

minister also said that the European 

Parliament had violated its own rules in 

approving the report. He argued that 

abstentions should have been counted 

as votes against the report and a two-

thirds majority was therefore reached 

unlawfully. He called out the EP for 

sanctioning a country for supposedly 

ignoring the rule of law while 

disregarding its own rules. Referring 

to Hungarian MEPs who backed the 

report, Orbán said he accepted that the 

opposition was embittered because 

it had lost three consecutive general 

elections. Sometimes in such cases 

emotions come to the fore, he said. 

“But it is appalling that the opposition 

cannot set aside its hatred of its 

domestic political rivals for the sake 

of the country,” he added. “Anyone 

who hates their political opponents 

more than they love their country is 

in trouble.” Orbán insisted that it was 

clear from the title of the report that it 

condemned Hungary rather than the 

Hungarian government.

He said that besides migration, the 

next European election would also 

concern “many hundred millions of 

euros” with which the EU was currently 

“supporting Soros organisations”. The 

European Commission, he insisted, 

funded “pseudo-civil” groups in Israel 

which “wage anti-Semitic campaigns 

against that very country”. “It is a 

fact that the centre of modern anti-

Semitism, where anti-Israel forces 

against Prime Minister Netanyahu are 

financed from, is in Brussels,” Orbán 

said. He added that this could not 

continue, and if it were up to Hungary, 

this situation would be changed in 

the May election. Hungary’s actions 

against anti-Semitism are a matter of 

humanity and honour, he said.

rULING pArtIeS tO SUbmIt 
DrAFt reSOLUtION 
CONDemNING SArGeNtINI 
repOrt

Hungary’s ruling parties will next 

week submit a draft resolution to 

parliament declaring the Sargentini 

report a “deceitful” document which 

the European Parliament “had to cheat 

to approve” and that Hungary will not 

allow itself to be stripped of its right to 

protect its borders, Fidesz’s group leader 

told a press conference at the end of a 

three-day meeting of the joint Fidesz-

Christian Democrats parliamentary 

group in Velence. Máté Kocsis said the 

Sargentini report had been drafted 

and approved by “associates of [US 

financier] George Soros”. “Soros’s 

mercenaries have stigmatised Hungary 

out of revenge” because Hungarians 

have made their views clear on illegal 

migration on multiple occasions, Kocsis 

insisted. He said the Sargentini report 

violated the European Union’s Lisbon 

Treaty, so the Fidesz-KDNP group will ask 

the government to “take every possible 

legal step” to defend Hungary against 

the report.

Péter Harrach, KDNP’s group leader, 

said he believed the Hungarian MEPs 

who voted for the report were guilty 

of treason. He agreed that the report 

had been adopted with the help of 

“procedural tricks”. He said MEPs who 

voted to approve the report had 

been pressured by representatives 

of a “decadent ideology” that 

“condemns Hungary for wanting to 

create a normal world”.

HUNGArY reCeIVeS 
US reCOGNItION FOr 
HeLpING perSeCUteD 
CHrIStIANS

The Washington-based Center for 

Security Policy has awarded the 

Hungarian nation for its efforts to help 

persecuted Christian communities. The 

award was received by Tristan Azbej, 

state secretary at the Hungarian Prime 
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Minister’s Office for persecuted Christians, 

at a gala dinner in Washington, DC, on 

Thursday night. In his laudation Gregg 

Mitchell, co-leader of the International 

Religious Freedom Roundtable, noted 

the Hungarian government’s readiness 

to help persecuted Christians in the 

world, with special regard to Hungary’s 

2016 programme aimed at helping 

Christians in the Middle East. He called 

the initiative exemplary and called 

on other governments to follow suit. 

Azbej blamed political correctness for 

belittling the gravity of the dangers 

facing Christian communities and insisted 

that “Christianity is currently the most 

persecuted religion”.

ÁDer CALLS FOr 
‘mOre AmbItIOUS’ 
COmmItmeNtS AGAINSt 
CLImAte CHANGe

Protecting the Earth’s climate requires 

“more ambitious commitments” 

than those made as part of the Paris 

Agreement, President János Áder said 

on the sidelines of the Global Climate 

Action summit in San Francisco. Áder 

expressed dissatisfaction with the 

implementation of the Paris Agreement 

and called for action to prevent the 

process from slowing down. He noted 

California Governor Jerry Brown’s Under 

2 movement, supported by states, 

provinces or cities representing as 

many as 1.3 billion people, saying their 

commitment to reducing emissions by 

80-95% could bring about significant 

results. Áder insisted that the US decision 

to quit the Paris Agreement would not 

disable its goals. “Apart from California, 

17 other states think that we must 

proceed and increase commitments.”

Áder met Nicholas Stern, former 

economist of the World Bank, and 

quoted him as saying that using 

modern technologies to avoid climate 

change could bring about “a new 

industrial revolution” and put the 

economies of countries tapping that 

opportunity on a growth path. He said 

that climate change was happening 

faster than Stern earlier assumed, 

but the development of technology 

had also sped up in the past decade, 

noting that the price of solar panels 

has fallen by 90%, making solar energy 

much cheaper than earlier expected. 

According to Stern, making use of 1.0-

1.5% of GDP would be sufficient to stop 

climate change, Áder said.

Áder had talks with Jerry Brown, 

and noted afterwards California’s 

commitment to completely eliminating 

its industrial and transport emissions 

by 2045 as well as to making energy 

production entirely carbon-free.

FOrD OpeNS NeW SerVICe 
CeNtre IN HUNGArY

US carmaker Ford has opened a 

regional service centre in Budapest. 

The new Budapest SSC is Ford’s 

biggest European administrative 

centre, Péter Szijjártó, the minister 

of foreign affairs and trade, said at 

the opening. In addition to several 

pricing and production planning 

functions serving all European 

markets, the centre will provide HR 

services to Ford units in Europe, the 

Middle East and Africa, he added. By 

the end of next year, Ford will have 

700 employees in Hungary, mainly 

highly-qualified young professionals 

speaking foreign languages, the 

minister said.

CONStrUCtION OUtpUt 
IN JULY Up 38%

Hungarian construction output 

increased by an annual 38% in July, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. Output rose by 4.5% from the 

previous month, based on seasonally 

and working-day adjusted data. In the 

January-July period, output increased 

by an annual 22.2%.

FArm ppI Up 1.2% IN JULY

Hungarian agricultural producer 

prices rose by an annual 1.2% in July, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. Crop prices rose by 4.5% while 

there was a 4% decrease in the price 

of live animals and animal products, 

the KSH said.


