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The report authored by Green MEP Judith Sargentini says there is a “clear risk” of a serious breach by Hungary of the values 

of the European Union and calls for the Article 7 procedure, which ultimately suspends a member state’s voting rights, to 

be opened. The report was approved with 448 votes in favour, 197 against and 48 abstentions. To pass, the report required 

the backing of an absolute majority of MEPs and a two-thirds majority in the vote itself.

Following the EP vote, the European Council will decide if fundamental values of the EU are indeed being violated in Hungary 

in a vote requiring a four-fifths majority. The Sargentini document enumerates a number of concerns regarding the rule of 

law in Hungary, its electoral system, the independence of the judiciary, corruption, freedom of expression, assembly and 

religion, as well as the rights of minorities and asylum-seekers and issues connected with equal opportunity. Applying 

Article 7 would require unanimous support by all other EU members, which analysts consider a near impossibility.

Members of the European Parliament in a vote approved the Sargentini report that 
finds the rule of law in Hungary wanting.

ep ApprOVeS SArGeNtINI repOrt ON HUNGArY

Áder meets California governor on 
sidelines of Global Climate Action 
Summit

Foreign minister meets Ugandan 
counterpart

Socialists, párbeszéd hold presser  
on Sargentini report

Audit office presser on hospital 
reviews

Inauguration of new passenger pier 
at Liszt International Airport
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Reverend Zoltán Lendvai at the opening of a skateboard track in Rédics, 
southwestern Hungary
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SZIJJÁrtÓ: SArGeNtINI 
VOte ‘pettY reVeNGe’

The European Parliament’s approval of 

the Sargentini report is a “petty act of 

revenge by pro-migration politicians”, 

the Hungarian foreign minister said, 

following the EP vote.

“Hungary and the Hungarian people 

have been convicted because we have 

proven that migration is not needed 

and it can be stopped,” Péter Szijjártó 

told a press conference in Budapest.

Szijjártó went on to say that the 

result of the vote was “fraudulent” 

and insisted that under European 

agreements abstentions should 

have been counted as votes against 

adopting the report. He added that the 

Hungarian government would study 

legal remedy options.

Szijjártó said the EP decision 

provided “more clear evidence that 

pro-migration politicians have a 

massive majority” in the EP. “We already 

knew this, but today it was proven 

that pro-migration politicians are in 

a majority in the European People’s 

Party, too,” he added.

The minister said the vote had 

“removed all doubt” that the EPP, social 

democrat and liberal MEPs who had 

voted to condemn Hungary were 

preparing to form a “pro-migration” 

coalition after next May’s European 

parliamentary election with a view 

to allowing the bloc to pursue a “pro-

migration policy” after the election so 

that the continent could be “flooded 

by migrants”.

He said MEPs knew Hungary 

would never accept or enact “pro-

migration” policies, arguing that this 

had also contributed to their decision 

to vote against Hungary. Szijjártó said 

the report itself was a “collection of 

certified lies” and a “pro-migration 

indictment of Hungary”. Though the 

Hungarian government had sent a 108-

page rebuttal to the report to all MEPs, 

yesterday’s debate demonstrated that 

“facts didn’t matter”, he added.

The minister said 13 of the 69 critical 

remarks in the report have already 

been settled. “But the report reopens 

these cases and practically says that 

it is pointless to reach agreements 

with EU institutions, because another 

institution can reopen a given case at 

any given time,” Szijjártó argued.

A further 19 remarks concern 

issues that are under discussion or 

in connection with which there are 

ongoing infringement procedures, 

he said. And there are 37 “untrue, 

deceptive, unfair and unfounded” 

accusations in it as well which are an 

insult to Hungary and “have no base 

in reality”, he said. Among these, he 

listed accusations of anti-Semitism 

and the erosion of press freedoms and 

academic freedom.

Szijjártó slammed the debate and 

the vote as a “show trial”, arguing 

that Green MEP Judith Sargentini, the 

author of the report, had compiled it 

without ever arranging a delegation 

visit to Hungary. He also insisted 

that Sargentini had only taken into 

consideration the opinions of NGOs 

critical of the Hungarian government. 

Szijjártó said Hungary’s ruling Fidesz 

party would fight for an EP and 

EPP in which politicians opposing 

immigration hold the majority.

In response to a question, the 

minister said Fidesz, based on 

domestic support, was the most 

successful member of the EP’s 

strongest political family. But it has 

become clear that the EPP is “seriously 

divided” on the issue of migration, he 

added. “We’re fighting to make our 

position the majority,” he said, adding 

that Fidesz wanted to steer the EPP 

back onto the Christian democratic 

path he said would preserve Europe’s 

identity.

SArGeNtINI repOrt’S 
ApprOVAL ‘ONe OF ep’S 
bIGGeSt mIStAKeS’, SAYS 
CDU pOLItICIAN

The European Parliament’s approval 

of the Sargentini report “condemning 

Hungary” is “one of the biggest 

mistakes” the legislative body has ever 

made, Arnold Vaatz, deputy leader of 

the CDU/CSU group in Germany’s 

Bundestag, told Hungarian public 

media in Berlin. Vaatz said he “deeply 

regretted” the EP’s decision to approve 

the report criticising the state of the 

rule of law in Hungary, as well as the 

fact that a number of MEPs from his 

own party “took part in the operation 

to punish Hungary”.

The politician said the EP’s 

move would have “destructive” 

consequences, as central and eastern 

European countries would now 
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think more seriously about “how 

they can turn away from Europe”. 

Vaatz criticised the report’s findings 

about the state of press freedom in 

Hungary, saying that “the western 

Europeans who prepared the report” 

had assumed that the western 

European press was “completely 

free”, when in reality, looking at the 

functioning of the German media, “it 

is questionable whether that really 

is the case”.

JObbIK: FIDeSZ 
SACrIFICeS HUNGArY FOr 
‘ArrOGANCe OF pOWer’

Ruling Fidesz has sacrificed Hungary 

for its arrogance of power, no-

compromise policies and unbridled 

hunger for money, conservative 

opposition Jobbik said on Wednesday 

in reaction to a European Parliamentary 

vote in support of the launch of article 

7 against Hungary.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

has clearly suffered a defeat and 

the seriousness of the decision 

is demonstrated by the fact that 

many members of the European 

People’s Party, of which Fidesz 

is a member, and Orbán’s “direct 

friends and allies” also supported 

the proposal, Jobbik said in a 

statement.

“It is immensely shameful for the 

Fidesz government that no other 

country had been subjected to such 

condemnation in the history of the 

European Union,” the statement 

added.

SOCIALIStS CALL FOr 
ALLIANCe WItH WeSt

Hungary needs allies in the West 

rather than to become a part of the 

“eastern world order”, the head of 

the opposition Socialist Party told a 

conference commemorating former 

Socialist Prime Minister Gyula Horn in 

Budapest.

Bertalan Tóth insisted that his 

party was a “committed adversary 

to illiberalism” but it was also critical 

of liberal democracy and capitalism. 

Instead, it seeks a social democratic 

ideal with the aim of increasing wages, 

protecting the interests of employees 

and resolving problems around 

education and health, he added.

Concerning the European Union, 

Tóth said that his party was pro-

European, but he expressed criticism 

over the EU, saying that its institutions 

were now “far from the everyday lives 

of ordinary people”. The community 

should seek ways to contribute to 

building those lives, he said. The 

Socialists accept the rules of capitalism 

but oppose “unlimited opportunities 

for multinational companies; we are 

not allied to international companies 

but to their employees,” Tóth said, 

adding that Hungarian wages should 

be raised to western European levels.

Tóth criticised the government 

for “turning back to the past” and 

“building a future based on obedient 

subjects” who automatically vote for 

the ruling parties. The Socialists believe 

the future lies in creative and critical-

minded young people who can adapt 

to new challenges, he added.

Concerning the European 

Parliament’s upcoming vote on the 

Sargentini report, Tóth said his party 

rejected being pilloried and “the idea 

that it should be ashamed because 

of its prime minister”. “What is now 

happening is not about the country; 

the report condemns a prime minister 

who has turned against his own 

people and has done nothing to 

remove inequalities in education or 

health care,” Tóth insisted.

UJHeLYI HAILS ‘HIStOrIC 
Step’ bY ep ApprOVING 
SArGeNtINI repOrt

The European Parliament has made 

a “historic step” by approving the 

Sargentini report, opposition Socialist 

MEP István Ujhelyi said. In a situation 

like this, in a “normal democracy” the 

government would voluntarily resign 

“because of what it has done against 

Hungary,” he told a press conference in 

Brussels. Ujhelyi described the decision 

as convincing, made by a firm majority 

and spanning over various party families.

Benedek Jávor, an MEP of the 

opposition Párbeszéd, said the 

outcome of the vote showed 

that the majority of the European 

People’s Party, of which ruling Fidesz 

is a member, also agreed with the 

conclusions of the report. The report 

criticised the Hungarian government 

for its actions that violate the interests 

and rights of the Hungarian people, he 

added. “The message to the Hungarian 
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government is clear: undermining and 

violating basic rights and values cannot 

go unpunished in Europe.”

Lmp LAYS bLAme FOr 
ep VOte OUtCOme ON 
OrbÁN, FIDeSZ

Green opposition LMP placed blame 

squarely on Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán and his Fidesz party for the 

European Parliament’s approval of 

the Sargentini report calling for the 

launch of an Article 7 procedure 

against Hungary.

LMP said in a statement that the 

report makes “numerous accurate and 

serious points about the state of the rule 

of law in Hungary”, adding, however, 

that only the Hungarian people had the 

power to “restore the rule of law”.

The party said losing voting rights in the 

European Council would ultimately hurt 

Hungary, rather than the government, 

adding that whether the Article 7 

procedure is launched would now be 

“Viktor Orbán’s responsibility alone”.

LMP noted that its MEP was absent 

from today’s vote. “LMP cannot 

support a procedure that makes the 

Hungarian people pay for the sins 

of the government and the prime 

minister,” they said.

DemOCrAtIC COALItION 
HAILS SArGeNtINI VOte

The European Parliament has made 

a “very important” decision, which 

clearly indicates that its majority “firmly 

rejects” the Hungarian government’s 

policies, Péter Niedermüller, MEP of 

the leftist Democratic Coalition (DK), 

said. Speaking at a press conference 

after the vote in which the EP adopted 

the Sargentini report on Hungary, 

Niedermüller said that the decision 

was “neither victory nor defeat but 

encouragement to the Hungarian 

people suggesting that they can resist 

and change politics”.

“Naturally I don’t think it is good 

that such a decision was made due 

to the Hungarian government’s 

policy but it is a very important signal 

that the Orbán government must 

pursue different policies,” the MEP 

said. Niedermüller called it important 

that leaders of the European People’s 

Party (EPP), of which Hungary’s ruling 

Fidesz is a member, also supported 

the report, and said it indicated that 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán was now 

isolated in his own camp. Meanwhile, 

DK spokesman Sándor Rónai called on 

the EPP to exclude Fidesz, at a press 

conference in Budapest.

LIberALS: ApprOVAL OF 
SArGeNtINI repOrt ‘WIN 
FOr DemOCrACY’

The Hungarian Liberal Party said that 

the EP’s approval of the Sargentini 

report is a win for democracy in 

Europe. A large majority of MEPs said 

no to the Orbán government’s illiberal 

policies, the party said in a statement. 

The MEPs have “stood up for 

European values, the rehabilitation 

of the rule of law and democracy in 

Hungary, and the Hungarian people,” 

the party said. They have also declared 

that they do not tar with the same 

brush Hungary and Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s illiberal government, the 

statement said. Orbán and his Fidesz 

party have been dismantling Hungarian 

democracy and the rule of law for 

years, endangering in the process the 

country’s EU membership, they said.

INDUStrIAL OUtpUt 
Up 6.2% IN JULY, KSH 
CONFIrmS

Hungary’s industrial output grew 

by an annual 6.2% in July, according 

to unadjusted figures, and by 3.9% 

based on working-day adjusted 

data, the Central Statistical Office 

said, confirming its advance reading. 

In a month-on-month comparison, 

output in July was down a seasonally 

and working day-adjusted 2%. For the 

period January-July, output increased 

by an annual 3.9%.

SZÁZADVÉG: FIDeSZ 
KeepS StrONG LeAD, 
OppOSItION SUppOrt 
SHrINKS

Hungary’s ruling parties maintained 

their lead over the opposition parties, 

which have seen their support 

shrinking, according to a fresh poll by 

the Századvég Institute.

Within the whole electorate, 36% of 

the vote would go to the ruling Fidesz-

Christian Democrat (KDNP) alliance if 

the election were held this Sunday, 

Századvég said.
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Among all voters, Jobbik has 8% and 

the Socialist-Párbeszéd alliance 7% of 

the vote. Green LMP’s support has fallen 

to 3%. Leftist Democratic Coalition (DK) 

stands at 4%. The ratio of undecided 

voters was 35%. Fidesz-KDNP has the 

support of 53% of decided voters. 

Jobbik has 14%, the Socialist-Párbeszéd 

alliance 13%, DK 7% and LMP 5% of 

the votes among decided voters. 

The poll was conducted by phone 

on a representative sample between 

September 3 and 7.

COUrt HANDS LIFe 
SeNteNCe IN bUDApeSt 
bOmbING CASe

The Municipal Court handed down a life 

sentence of at least 25 years imprisonment 

to a man charged with exploding a bomb 

in central Budapest in 2016.

In the attack on September 24, two 

police officers were wounded, one 

of them with life-threatening injuries, 

when the bomb exploded beside a 

shop entrance in Budapest’s central 

Teréz Avenue. The suspect, known as 

László P, was detained in Keszthely, in 

western Hungary, on October 19 last 

year on charges of a premeditated 

terrorist attack targeting the authorities.

The suspect had admitted to 

charges brought against him during 

the investigation but withdrew his 

confession during the court hearing. He 

further refused to appear in the court. 

His mental health was also examined 

by experts. The defence pleaded 

for the suspect’s acquittal, while the 

prosecutors asked for life imprisonment 

on multiple homicide charges. The 

ruling, which can be appealed, was 

announced in the suspect’s absence.

GLOVeYe WINS prIZe 
FOr eNtrepreNeUrS 
FOUNDeD bY prINCe 
ANDreW

GlovEye, a Hungarian startup that 

makes a device that “translates” 

printed text into Braille, has won Pitch 

at Palace Hungary 1.0, a networking 

platform for entrepreneurs founded 

by the Duke of York. GlovEye was one 

of twelve startups that pitched in 

Budapest on Tuesday. The runners up 

were CollMott Robotics, which creates 

drone light shows, and Cogito, which 

is making a social based e-learning 

platform for university students. 

Cogito also took the People’s Choice 

Award.

bUDApeSt AIrpOrt 
bUILDING SIX-StOreY  
CAr pArK

Budapest Airport is spending 

several million euros to build a six-

storey car park with capacity for 

2,500 vehicles, the operator of the 

capital’s Liszt Ferenc International 

said. The car park will have direct 

access to Terminals 2A and 2B. It 

is scheduled to be completed by 

Q2 2020.


