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Addressing a debate in Strasbourg on a report prepared by the EP’s civil liberties committee criticising the state of the rule 

of law in Hungary, Viktor Orbán insisted that MEPs were ready to condemn Hungary because its people had decided that 

they “won’t become a country of immigrants”.

The report, authored by Green MEP Judith Sargentini, says there is a “clear risk” of a serious breach by Hungary of the values 

of the EU, and calls for launching the Article 7 procedure which suspends a member state’s rights.

“I am standing in front of you and defending my country because freedom, democracy, independence and Europe are 

questions of honour for Hungarians. As a result, the report in front of you dishonours Hungary and the Hungarian people,” 

Orbán said. He said the report had been “prepared by those who are unaware of even the most basic facts” and violated 

earlier agreements between Hungary and the EU.

The report will be put to an EP vote on Wednesday. To pass, it will need the backing of a majority of MEPs and will have to 

secure a two-thirds majority of votes cast.

The Sargentini report dishonours Hungary and the Hungarian people, the prime 
minister said in a European parliamentary debate.

ORBÁN: SARGENTINI REPORT ‘DISHONOURS’ HUNGARY

EP vote on Sargentini report

Fidesz-KDNP parliamentary group 
holds session in Velence

President János Áder in San Francisco

Stats Office report on industry in July

M
TI

/C
sa

ba
 K

riz
sá

n

Robot waiter in Chinese restaurant in Győr in W Hungary

http://mtva.hu/hu/hungary-matters/


All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

SEPTEMBER 12, 2018
MORNING ISSUE AM

ORBÁN: HUNGARY WON’T 
GIVE IN TO BLACKMAIL

Hungary will not give in to blackmail, 

but will protect its borders and the 

European values of democracy, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in 

a European parliamentary debate 

in Strasbourg. “I reject that the pro-

migration forces threaten, blackmail 

and defame Hungary and the 

Hungarian people,” he said.

Hungary’s decisions are made by 

voters, in parliamentary elections. 

“What you are saying is nothing less 

than that the Hungarian people cannot 

be trusted to decide what is in their 

best interest. What you believe is that 

you know better what the Hungarian 

people want,” he added.

Orbán also said that the report 

did not grant respect to Hungarians 

and applied double standards. It 

constituted “an abuse of power”, 

overstepped authority and the 

manner of its approval violated the 

EU’s founding treaty.

Hungary is being condemned by 

the European Parliament because its 

people have decided that they “won’t 

become a country of immigrants”, he 

said.

“Democracy and freedom for us in 

Hungary are not political but moral 

issues,” he said. “You want to pass 

moral judgement on and stigmatise 

a country and its people based 

on a quantitative majority,” Orbán 

told the EP. “You shoulder a serious 

responsibility when wanting to 

exclude a nation from the European 

decision-making process. You would 

strip Hungary of its right to represent 

its interests in the European family to 

which it belongs,” he said.

Orbán said Hungary and the EU 

have had and would continue to 

have disagreements. He said they 

disagreed on the continent’s “Christian 

nature”, the role of nations and national 

cultures, the essence and function of 

the family and held “diametrically 

opposing views” on migration. But 

these differences cannot give cause for 

stigmatising and excluding a country 

from participating in decisions, the 

prime minister argued. 

“We would never resort to silencing 

those who disagree with us,” Orbán 

said.

“You want to exclude a country 

which made clear decisions in EP 

elections, too. In 2009, the Fidesz-

Christian Democrat alliance captured 

56% of the vote and in 2014 it won with 

52% of the vote,” he argued, adding 

that “we are the EP’s most successful 

party.”

“Our Socialist and liberal opponents 

are understandably unhappy about 

these successes,” he said. “But taking 

revenge on Hungarians for not 

choosing them is not fair and not 

European.” He said the report contains 

37 serious factual errors and even the 

admission that they had failed to send 

an official delegation to Hungary.

“Our union is held together 

because we settle disputes under 

the arrangements of a regulated 

framework,” Orbán said, noting that 

he had struck compromises with the 

EC about the media law, the judiciary 

and even certain elements of the 

constitution. However, the current 

report goes against some agreements 

signed already years ago.

“If you are allowed to do that and can 

violate an agreement, then what sense 

does it make to sign an agreement 

with any European institution,” Orbán 

asked. “What you are doing is an attack 

against the EU and on constructive 

dialogue,” he added.

Orbán said he was aware that most 

MEPs had probably already finalised 

their positions and the majority 

would vote in support of the report, 

regardless of his speech. He said 

the reason that he had still decided 

to participate in the debate was to 

state that MEPs were actually passing 

judgment not over a government but 

over a country and a nation. He said 

they would condemn a country that 

rebelled and fought against a large 

Soviet army and made serious sacrifice 

for freedom and democracy, and also 

opened its borders to east Germans.

HUNGARIAN MEPS’ 
COMMENTS ON ORBÁN’S 
SPEECH, SARGENTINI 
REPORT

European lawmakers of ruling Fidesz 

praised while opposition MEPs 

slammed Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s 

speech at Tuesday’s EP debate on the 

Sargentini report, which proposes 

launching an Article 7 procedure 

against Hungary, which could 
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ultimately strip the country from its 

voting rights.

Fidesz MEP József Szájer condemned 

the report as a “revenge” on the 

Hungarian people, who oppose 

migration, and Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán, who “built the border fence that 

halted the influx of migrants”.

The claim that the rule of law is in 

danger in Hungary is a “lie”, Szájer said. 

It is rather endangered by critics of the 

government, including EP rapporteur 

Judith Sargentini and the EP’s civil 

liberties committee which accepted 

the document, he said.

Lívia Járóka, also an MEP of ruling 

Fidesz, said that the government 

should be praised rather than 

condemned for its approach to the 

Roma community. Once accepted, 

the report would undermine the 

EP’s credibility. Pointing to some 

factual errors in the document, she 

said that the series of attacks on 

people of Roma origin that claimed 

six lives had been committed before 

Orbán came to power, and the 

perpetrators had been sentenced 

to prison during Orbán’s term in 

office. Further, the far-right Magyar 

Gárda had been banned just after 

the Orbán government took office, 

she said.

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi accused 

Orbán of “lying” to defend his “sinful 

regime” from the law and rules of the 

European Union. Orbán lied both to 

the EP and Hungarian citizens and used 

the union’s funding to build an empire, 

he said. “His greatest sin,” however, is 

sowing division among Hungarians, 

Ujhelyi said, adding that he will vote 

in favour of the report.

Péter Niedermüller, an MEP of 

leftist opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK), said that Orbán 

had spoken of the EP punishing 

and pillorying Hungary while the 

Sargentini report merely aims 

to “bring Hungary back into the 

European family.” Earlier today, DK 

deputy head László Varju said that 

DK would vote in favour of the report.

Conservative opposition Jobbik’s 

MEP, Zoltán Balczó, rejected 

“accusations of racism and anti-

Semitism” in the report. Certain 

charges, however, such as of curbing 

the freedom of the press, were 

justified, he said. Balczó said he would 

abstain at the vote.

ORBÁN: ‘HUNGARIANS 
WHO VOTE AGAINST THEIR 
COUNTRY HATE ME MORE 
THAN THEY LOVE THEIR 
COUNTRY’

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in a 

European parliamentary debate in 

Strasbourg on Tuesday, said: “The 

problem with Hungarians who vote 

against their own country is that they 

hate me more than they love their 

country.”

Reacting to liberal EP group leader 

Guy Verhofstadt’s address in a debate 

on a report criticising the state of the 

rule of law in Hungary and calling for 

the launch of the Article 7 procedure 

which suspends a member state’s 

rights, Orbán said the MEP “hates 

conservative Christians more than he 

loves Europe”.

Verhofstadt had said that Hungary 

would not be accepted into the 

European Union today and that 

the criticisms laid out in the report 

prepared by the EP’s civil liberties 

committee were directed exclusively 

at Hungary’s government.

“Anyone who says that the report 

doesn’t condemn Hungary should 

read its title,” Orbán said. “It’s not 

about condemning the Hungarian 

government but Hungary”.

Orbán also issued a rebuttal to 

Manfred Weber, group leader of 

the European People’s Party, who 

had said launching the Article 7 

procedure could be warranted if 

Hungary refuses to address the EU’s 

concerns in ongoing disputes. Weber 

brought up the issue of Budapest’s 

Central European University (CEU) and 

Hungary’s amended higher education 

law, underlining the importance of 

academic freedom.

Orbán said Weber was wrong 

concerning the CEU issue, arguing that 

Bavaria had stricter higher education 

laws than Hungary. “You’re applying 

double standards, despite the fact that 

we belong to the same political family,” 

Orbán told Weber.

The prime minister encouraged 

MEPs to check the CEU’s website, 

which he said declares that the 

university’s future was secure and that 

all students enrolled there will be able 

to complete their studies in Budapest.

Orbán also said that the issue 

of migration was not a partisan 
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one, adding that he was ready to 

cooperate with all governments that 

are committed to protecting the EU’s 

borders.

As regards the issue of anti-Semitism, 

Orbán said it was on the decline in 

central Europe but rising in western 

Europe. “In fact, the centre of modern 

anti-Semitism is in Brussels, because 

that’s where they’re supporting anti-

Israel organisations from,” the prime 

minister argued. “It wasn’t us, but you 

who laid a wreath at the statue of [Karl] 

Marx, the father of modern anti-market 

anti-Semitism,” he told MEPs.

Addressing allegations of corruption, 

Orbán said all tenders in Hungary were 

public and any European company was 

free to bid for them.

ORBÁN: FIDESZ WANTS TO 
REFORM EPP

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz is a loyal 

member of the European People’s 

Party (EPP) but is working to reform it, 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said in Strasbourg.

Addressing a press conference 

following a European parliamentary 

debate, Orbán said his Fidesz party 

was committed to staying in the 

EPP. But he said the EPP must find 

its way back to the values, courage, 

character and path embraced by 

the group’s founders and former 

German chancellor Helmut Kohl so 

that Christian conservative thought 

and voters could have political 

representation in Europe. “Because 

today this is not the case,” he insisted.

Orbán said he believed the EPP 

was in trouble, arguing that in recent 

years, the political group had “lost its 

character”. “We’ve abandoned the 

teachings of our founding fathers and 

have become a political family without 

character that doesn’t have a will of its 

own, is always cautious and weighing 

things up, and basically we jump to the 

tune of the Socialists and the liberals,” 

the prime minister said. He said the 

EPP’s only goal was to avoid negative 

coverage in the European press and 

accusations at European forums.

Asked about his recent meeting 

with Italian Interior Minister Matteo 

Salvini, Orbán said border protection 

was not a partisan issue. He said he 

was indifferent about whether a 

government committed to protecting 

the EU’s borders was to the left or 

right of his own government. “All 

that matters is that they should be 

committed to protecting Europe’s 

borders because those are our 

shared borders.” Orbán stressed that 

he would work with any government, 

irrespective of political orientation, in 

an effort to protect Europe’s borders. 

“That’s all that’s worth reading into the 

cooperation between the Hungarian 

and the Italian governments,” he said.

Orbán called the debate on the 

Sargentini report “absurd”, arguing 

that in Hungary’s recent general 

election, Hungarians had decided 

on the country’s future and that the 

campaign had covered all the relevant 

issues, including those of Budapest’s 

Central European University and NGOs. 

Yet now the European Parliament 

is seeking to override the decision 

made by the Hungarian people and 

to force the Hungarian government 

to implement “what it’s trying to force 

on us” over the will of the Hungarian 

people, he insisted.

JOBBIK TO ABSTAIN FROM 
VOTE ON SARGENTINI 
REPORT

The conservative opposition Jobbik 

party said that it will abstain from the 

European parliamentary vote on the 

Sargentini report on Wednesday.

Jobbik said that Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán, contributing to an EU 

debate on the report on Tuesday, 

used the “flaws and distortions of the 

report to hold a campaign speech to 

his liking.” 

Jobbik said Orbán had “carefully 

avoided factual elements of the 

report regarding corruption, the 

governmental takeover of institutions, 

and the dismantling of the freedom of 

the press.”

Contrary to its original function, the 

EP debate has but provided a platform 

for the “corrupt Hungarian premier 

who is dismantling democracy”, the 

party said. Jobbik “is unwilling to take 

part in this pathetic farce”, it said.

SOCIALIST LEADER 
REAFFIRMS COMMITMENT 
TO EUROPEAN UNION

Bertalan Tóth, the head and 

parliamentary group leader of the 

Socialist Party, reaffirmed his party’s 
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commitment to the European Union 

in Sopron.

“We want to remain members of 

a European community whose core 

values we believe in, and do not want 

to belong to a community [Prime 

Minister] Viktor Orbán wants to evolve 

and lead,” Tóth told a press conference 

at the Austrian-Hungarian border, 

marking the anniversary of Hungary’s 

opening of its western borders at the 

end of the Communist era.

Standing at the site where then 

foreign ministers Gyula Horn of 

Hungary and Alois Mock of Austria 

cut the border fence between the 

countries in 1989, Tóth said that 

“the Socialists believe in Gyula 

Horn’s legacy”, in a fair Hungary 

and European values, in openness 

and cooperation. “We want a 

democratic, socially sensitive 

European Union that respects 

human rights,” he said.

LMP NOT TO VOTE IN 
FAVOUR OF SARGENTINI 
REPORT

The Hungarian people should not be 

punished for the government’s grave 

mistakes; for this reason, the green 

opposition LMP will not support the 

Sargentini report in the European 

parliamentary vote on Wednesday, 

László Lóránt Keresztes, the party’s 

co-leader and parliamentary group 

leader, said.

“LMP has asked its European 

lawmaker not to vote in favour of the 

report”, he said.

The LMP board has scrutinised 

the report by the EP’s civil liberties 

committee on the rule of law in 

Hungary and whether the country 

should be subjected to a process 

under Article 7 that could ultimately 

strip it of its voting rights in the 

European Union. It concluded 

that much of the criticism is well-

founded and justified, but the report 

is often “superficial and ideological”, 

he said.

Problems concerning the rule of 

law in Hungary should be handled 

internally, Keresztes said. LMP cannot 

support any procedure putting 

Hungary at risk of being stripped of its 

voting rights. It would be unacceptable 

if Hungary were unable to protect 

its interests in issues such as the EU 

budget or free trade agreements, he 

added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: OHCHR 
ATTACKS HUNGARY OVER 
ILLEGAL MIGRATION

The Office of the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR) is doing the same thing as 

Dutch green MEP Judith Sargentini and 

other pro-migration politicians: they 

attack Hungary because it does not 

let illegal migrants enter its territory, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said.

Szijjártó reacted to an OHCHR press 

release published on Tuesday in which 

UN experts expressed serious concerns 

about the Hungarian government’s 

latest measures concerning migrants 

and civil society.

The “pro-migration heavy artillery” 

has been deployed against Hungary, 

Szijjártó said in a statement.

“They will make every effort to flood 

Hungary and the whole of Europe 

with migrants,” he said. The OHCHR 

“represents the interests of George 

Soros and immigrants,” similarly 

to Sargentini and her followers, he 

added. The Hungarian government will 

continue to protect Hungary’s borders 

and considers the organisation of 

illegal migration a serious crime, which 

will be firmly sanctioned, Szijjártó said.

VARGA NOTES GROWING 
IMPORTANCE OF 
BILATERAL TIES WITH 
VIETNAM

Vietnam has been an increasingly 

important partner for Hungary, 

a tendency indicated by regular 

intergovernmental meetings, and 

growing trade and cultural ties, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said at 

the 2nd Hungary-Vietnam university 

rectors’ conference in Budapest.

The Vietnamese government is 

committed to broadening economic 

and cultural ties and mapping out new 

opportunities for cooperation, Varga 

said, adding that cooperation in recent 

years had been “exceptionally fruitful”.

Hungary appreciates Vietnam’s 

economic achievements through 

which Vietnam “has the development 

potential to dominate the South-East 

Asian region”.

Varga noted that bilateral trade with 

Vietnam grew by 80% in 2017, with a 
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turnover of 357 million dollars. The 

minister mentioned farming, food 

manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, 

chemical production, water 

management, health services, 

information and communications 

technology, engineering, defence, 

environmental industries and 

renewable energies as areas for further 

cooperation with Vietnam.

Varga noted that some 3,000 

Vietnamese students have graduated 

from Hungarian universities in recent 

decades.

Nguyen Phu Trong, the head of 

Vietnam’s Communist Party, pointed 

to the traditions of the education 

cooperation between the two 

countries, and said that the Vietnamese 

experts who had graduated from 

Hungarian universities since the 

1950s were an “invaluable asset” to his 

country. He also voiced appreciation 

to Hungary for offering scholarships to 

200 Vietnamese youths in the current 

Stipendium Hungaricum programme.

PRINCE ANDREW: UK 
CONTINUING TO STRIVE 
FOR CLOSE BILATERAL TIES

Though the status of the United 

Kingdom will change in the near 

future, it will go on building tight 

bilateral relations with its European 

counterparts, Prince Andrew, Duke of 

York, told a conference at Budapest’s 

Public Administration University.

Referring to British experience in 

public service, Prince Andrew said 

that involving local communities in 

a dialogue with authorities could 

greatly contribute to the success of 

those services.

The royal is on a two-day visit in 

Budapest. Tuesday’s conference was 

organised in cooperation between the 

Budapest university and the University 

of Birmingham.

HUNGARY INFLATION 3.4% 
IN AUGUST

Hungary’s consumer price index 

increased by an annual 3.4% in August, 

unchanged from the preceding 

month, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. Month on month, headline 

inflation rose by 0.1%.

HUNGARY NOMINATES 
NEMES’S SUNSET FOR 
2019 FOREIGN-LANGUAGE 
OSCAR

Sunset, László Nemes Jeles’s second 

feature film, will be Hungary’s 

contender for the 2019 Oscar for best 

foreign-language film, the Hungarian 

Film Fund said.

Earlier in September, the film won 

the FIPRESCI Critics Prize prize at the 

Venice film festival.

Made with an international 

cast of professional and amateur 

actors, the film tells the story of 

a young Hungarian woman who 

investigates the fate of her family and 

its Budapest shop circa 1913. It will 

be screened in Hungarian cinemas 

from Sept. 27.

Nemes Jeles largely worked with the 

crew that made his Oscar-winning first 

feature, Son of Saul.

The American Film Academy accepts 

one film per country, premiered in its 

country of origin between October 

1, 2017, and September 30, 2018, to 

be nominated for the title of best 

foreign-language film. The academy 

will publish its shortlist of five films on 

Jan. 22, and announce the winners at 

the Oscar gala on Feb. 24.

AFGHAN RAPE SUSPECT 
ARRESTED IN AUSTRIA

An Afghan man suspected of raping 

a woman in Budapest was arrested 

under an European warrant in Austria 

late on Monday, the Budapest police 

(BRFK) reported on its website.

According to the police, the 18-year-

old suspect sexually assaulted a 

woman in the toilets of a fast-food 

restaurant in central Budapest in the 

early hours of Sunday. The suspect was 

detained on a train to Frankfurt in the 

area of Linz by Austrian police officers.

The Afghan was granted asylum 

in Hungary and has resided in the 

country since last year. Earlier, the man 

was prosecuted for indecency on two 

counts.


