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“If the EP falls into this trap, this will be bad for the whole of Europe,” Zoltán Kovács said. Recent statements by the French 

president and the Sargentini report are the means for them to achieve their goals, he said. “Hungary ... is fighting for its 

political standpoint and for what it knows is right ... because it has nothing to be ashamed of and in most past cases 

it has been proven right,” he said. Kovács said Hungary had become a central focus in Europe because it talked about 

matters “that are meaningful ... important and serious”. These are essential to the future of Europe and to the European 

project, he said. Hungary has presented a clear position in this respect in the past few years, Kovács said. Hungary’s views 

on migration, economic problems, the functioning of EU institutions and the state of European democracy are clear, 

he said, adding that “the democratic deficit that emerged in recent years” in European institutions was unsustainable. 

“If European institutions do not pay attention to voters and the real problems they face, they will have very serious 

problems in the long run.”

The government spokesman has said partisan and ideologically motivated forces 
could end up splitting the European Parliament by hijacking criticism of Hungary and 
Poland to achieve their own political goals.

EUROPE ‘IN DANGER’ IF EP SPLIT OVER MIGRATION

Orbán addresses EP debate on 
Sargentini report in Strasbourg

EU health ministers hold informal 
meeting in Vienna

Prince Andrew, Duke of York,  
on two-day visit in Hungary

Stats Office reports on consumer 
prices in Aug, commercial lodgings  
in JulyM
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Prince Andrew, Duke of York, at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
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KOVÁCS: HUNGARY VICTIM 
OF DOUbLE STANDARDS

Government spokesman Zoltán 

Kovács said double standards had 

been applied in several areas against 

Hungary in the past. He said it was now 

time to return to the equal treatment 

of EU member states, politically too. 

Western European countries must 

take Hungarian interests and aims 

into consideration, including its 

efforts in respect of migration, as 

equally important and decisive, he 

said. “The debate on Hungary should 

be based on the common sense, not 

on ideological grounds,” he added.

Asked about the Hungarian ruling 

party’s membership of the European 

People’s Party (EPP), Kovács said 

Hungary’s ruling party alliance forms 

part of the EPP and would help it 

to become the strongest party in 

the European Parliament in the EP 

elections next spring.

RULING PARTIES CALL 
ON OPPOSITION MEPS 
TO REJECT SARGENTINI 
REPORT

The allied ruling Fidesz and Christian 

Democratic (KDNP) parties have called 

on Hungarian opposition MEPs to 

reject the Sargentini report in the 

European Parliament this week, a 

spokesman for KDNP said.

“Whether they choose to defend 

Hungary or not will become clear 

in the debate and the vote on the 

report,” Lőrinc Nacsa said, referring 

to the report by green MEP Judith 

Sargentini which he called “yet another 

attempt by a majority of pro-migrant 

MEPs acting in alliance with the Soros 

empire to take revenge on Hungary” 

for rejecting migrants. Nacsa called it 

a duty of Hungarian MEPs “to defend 

Hungary and the Hungarian people”. 

The Sargentini report states “a clear risk 

of a serious breach by Hungary of the 

values of the European Union”. An EP 

debate on the report will be held on 

Tuesday and a vote is scheduled for 

Wednesday.

MEP Tamás Deutsch, of Fidesz, said 

that the “pro-migration majority in 

Brussels” was abusing its powers, “as 

proven by the absurd legal wrangling” 

linked to the approval of the Sargentini 

report. Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, 

he noted, will participate in Tuesday’s 

debate on the report which “it would 

be correct to call the Soros report”. 

“The pro-migration majority in Brussels 

is trying to create a situation that will 

unavoidably result in the decision 

they want so they can have Hungary 

convicted,” Deutsch said.

SOCIALISTS TO VOTE  
IN SUPPORT  
OF SARGENTINI REPORT 
WHICH ‘CONDEMNS 
ORbÁN GOVT’

Opposition Socialist MEPs will vote for 

the findings of the Sargentini report in 

the European Parliament because they 

see it as a document that condemns 

the Hungarian government, the party’s 

leader and group leader Bertalan Tóth 

said.

The participants in a Socialist Party 

board meeting in Sopron earlier in the 

day expressed agreement that the 

Sargentini report represented criticism 

of the government of Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán.

The 12 chapters of the report 

condemn the disintegration of 

the rule-governed state and the 

Socialists agree with its findings 

concerning administration of justice, 

constitutionality and social affairs. 

The Socialists have instructed their 

two MEPs to attend the vote and 

support the approval of the report, 

he added.

ORbÁN: HUNGARY 
TO bUILD STRATEGIC 
PARTNERSHIP  
WITH VIETNAM

Hungary and Vietnam will elevate their 

ties to the level of strategic partnership, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said, 

following talks with Nguyen Phu Trong, 

the head of Vietnam’s Communist 

Party. At a joint press conference after 

the meeting, Orbán called Vietnam a 

leading country in the Far East, and said 

that Vietnam’s example has proven 

that “a country can be -- and perhaps 

can only be -- successful if it builds a 

social, political and economic system 

which most fits its own culture”.

Orbán said that the world’s largest 

countries are striving to build an 

alliance with Vietnam and “there 

are more and more of us that are 
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interested in Vietnam’s success”. He 

added that Hungary was interested in 

an early conclusion of free trade talks 

between Vietnam and the European 

Union.

Orbán noted that Hungar y 

had launched a 500 mill ion 

euro loan programme in 2016, 

and said that the scheme could 

be instrumental  in “building a 

modern Vietnam in such areas as 

health, education, water supplies 

or farming”.

The talks also touched upon 

opportunities in tourism, promoting 

mutual investment projects, as well 

as Hungary’s scholarship programme 

under which 200 Vietnamese 

students are offered courses at 

Hungarian universities, as well as 

plans to open a Hungarian cultural 

representation in the Vietnamese 

capital.

Nguyen Phu Trong called for 

comprehensive partnership between 

the two countries. He said the talks 

were “extremely successful and 

conducted in a friendly, trustful 

atmosphere”. The two leaders agreed 

to boost the countries’ cooperation 

and simplify the investment 

environment. Vietnam “is working to 

use well” the Hungarian government’s 

grants offered for Vietnamese 

students at Hungarian universities, 

he said.

Vietnam supports Hungary’s 

aim to widen cooperation with the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN), and strives for stronger ties 

with the EU, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ WELCOMES 
OPENING OF TÂRGU 
MUREȘ HIGH SCHOOL

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

welcomed reports that a recently 

reopened Catholic high school in the 

central Romanian city of Târgu Mureș 

(Marosvásárhely), attended mainly 

by Hungarian students, started its 

schoolyear. Romanian authorities 

in 2016 suspended operations at 

the school. Hungary, however, said 

in response it would not support 

Romania’s OECD membership until 

the issue was resolved. Mother-

tongue education is one of the main 

guarantees of the survival of Hungarian 

minorities abroad, Szjjártó said. The 

agreement to reopen the school was 

a result of intense negotiations and 

the use of “diverse diplomatic tools”, 

he added. The Hungarian government 

will always stand up for Hungarian 

communities abroad, as it has done in 

the past. It will further “keep an eye” on 

the school to make sure all classes start 

duly, he said. The minister expressed 

hope to build Romanian-Hungarian 

cooperation based on the mutual 

respect born of this success.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
DEMAND HEARINGS  
ON GOVT RESIDENCY 
bOND SCHEME

The opposition Párbeszéd and LMP 

parties have called for parliament’s 

national security committee to be 

convened in connection with recent 

reports regarding the government’s 

residency bond scheme and an 

influx of Russians “of dubious 

background”. Richárd Barabás, a 

spokesman for Párbeszéd, cited 

a report by news portal 444.hu 

which said that influential Russian 

citizens, including politicians and 

the heads of state companies, had 

been granted permanent residence 

status in Hungary under the bond 

scheme. Párbeszéd also demands 

that bondholders residing in Hungary 

should be banned from the country, 

Barabás told journalists.

LMP called for a meeting of 

parliament’s defence and law 

enforcement committee to be 

convened to hear officials of the 

national security services, the 

immigration office and the government.

The Democratic Coalition said it 

would turn to the European Commission 

over the bond scheme, citing security 

concerns. Zsolt Gréczy, the party’s 

group leader, said that the government 

had allowed terrorists, criminals and 

spies to enter Hungary and the EU. “The 

Fidesz government’s scheme benefitted 

the chief of Russian intelligence and his 

family members and a key Russian mafia 

figure,” he added.

The Hungarian Liberal Party also 

called for a meeting of the national 

security committee. Lawmaker Anett 

Bősz said that the bond scheme had 

allowed some 20,000 individuals 

to enter Europe, including Russian 

intelligence officials and business 

people “of dubious background”.
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Under the scheme running from 

the summer of 2013 until March 

2017, foreign nationals who bought 

securities from a licensed agent backed 

by the residency bonds could apply 

for fast-tracked permanent residency 

in Hungary. The threshold for the 

residency bond purchase was set at 

250,000 euros early in the scheme and 

raised to 300,000 euros later on.

Ruling Fidesz said in response that 

it was Democratic Coalition leader 

Ferenc Gyurcsány who let Russian 

spies into Hungary when he was 

prime minister. “The whole issue is a 

false allegation. The people talking 

about Russians and national security 

risks are those who let Russian spies 

into Hungary. When Ferenc Gyurcsány 

was in government, the Russian and 

Hungarian secret services were 

cooperating,” the statement said.

bAKONDI: SEX CRIME 
COMMITTED bY AFGHAN 
REFUGEE ‘REVOLTING’

The sex crime committed by an Afghan 

refugee in central Budapest in the early 

hours of Sunday was “a revolting act”, 

the prime minister’s domestic security 

advisor said. György Bakondi added 

that he had asked the investigating 

authorities to make every effort to 

find the man. Every day shows that 

migration poses a risk to Europe and 

the security of European people. The 

new incident fits in a series of similar 

events in Europe, he said.

“It must be understood that Muslim 

culture has a different attitude towards 

women and how to respect women 

than Christian culture. European 

Christian culture respects, appreciates 

and protects women, and the 

authorities now have to make every 

effort to find the perpetrator,” he said.

Police reports show that an 18 

year-old Afghan refugee identified as 

Sarhadi Bilal Ahmad “forced a woman 

to undergo a sexual act” in the toilet 

of a fast-food restaurant at 3am on 

Sunday and afterwards fled the scene.

Opposition Jobbik said that the 

recent incident showed that ruling 

Fidesz was unable to protect Hungary. 

If the government says it is protecting 

Hungary, then it should not deny that 

it secretly gave asylum and protected 

status to some people, Jobbik lawmaker 

Ádám Mirkóczki, the head of parliament’s 

national security committee, said.

GOVT TO PROVIDE HUF 
1,000 bN DEVELOPMENT 
FUNDING FOR 23 CITIES 
NEXT YEAR

The government will provide 

1,000 billion forints (EUR 3.1bn) in 

development funding to 23 cities with 

county seat status next year under the 

arrangements of a scheme dubbed 

Modern Cities, the government 

commissioner in charge of city 

development said. Two-thirds of the 

support will be paid from the central 

budget, Alpár Gyopáros said. The 

cities have requested funding for 260 

projects, including 60 large transport 

development projects and 200 local 

projects. The total value of investment 

projects planned by the cities is 3,500 

billion forints, of which 1,500 billion 

forints will be paid for local schemes.

KÖVÉR: HUNGARY 
bACKS MONTENEGRO EU 
ACCESSION

Hungary actively backs Montenegro’s 

European Union accession process just 

as it supported its efforts to join NATO, 

the Hungarian Speaker of Parliament 

said after talks with his Montenegrin 

counterpart in Podgorica. László Kövér 

told a press conference held jointly 

with Ivan Brajovic that Montenegro’s 

speedy accession would also be a 

“great achievement” for the EU. Other 

western Balkan countries, meanwhile, 

could take its lead, he added. Kövér 

said delays should not be laid at 

the door of Montenegro but rather 

blamed on European institutions and 

EU enlargement policy. Budapest, he 

added, “has high hopes” that changes in 

the European Parliament and European 

Commission after the upcoming 

EP elections would accelerate the 

integration process. Kövér praised 

Montenegro for settling internal 

political disputes and developing its 

economy. “It has become one of the 

most stable countries in the region,” 

he said. He also welcomed “problem-

free and friendly” relations and called 

Montenegro “an honorary neighbour”. 

Kövér noted that Hungary was now 

the second largest EU investor in 

Montenegro, with the volume of 

bilateral trade increasing by 25% in the 

past five months.
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The speaker invited his Montenegrin 

counterpart to visit Hungary. Earlier 

in the day, Kövér met Prime Minister 

Duško Marković, President Milo 

Đukanović, as well as deputy Foreign 

Minister Zoran Janković.

SZIJJÁRTÓ MEETS OSAKA 
GOVERNOR

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó met 

Ichiro Matsui, the governor of Osaka, for 

talks in Budapest. The foreign ministry 

said the Hungarian government seeks 

to build closer economic ties with 

Japan, and noted that in 2019 the 

two countries will celebrate the 150th 

anniversary of their diplomatic relations. 

Osaka, as a location of companies with 

cutting-edge technologies, could play a 

crucial role in the modernisation of the 

Hungarian economy, the ministry said. 

Szijjártó expressed his sympathy over 

the natural disaster that has recently hit 

the Japanese city.

HUNGARY, RUSSIA 
OFFICIALS SIGN 
CULTURAL COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT

Miklós Kásler, the Hungarian 

minister of human resources, 

and Olga Yarilova, Russian 

deputy culture minister, have 

signed a cultural cooperation 

agreement in Moscow to promote 

cultural exchange and scientific 

cooperation. Kásler told public 

media that the agreement will 

boost cooperation in events like the 

St. Petersburg festival in November 

and the Budapest Spring Festival, 

where Russian ballet and music 

will be guests of honour. The 

agreement also concerns film and 

several genres of music and dance, 

he said. Common archaeological 

projects are also on the agenda, 

he said. “Hungarians’ origin history 

is connected to southern Russia. 

Such research projects would be of 

great value to the peoples currently 

living there, too,” he said. After 

the signing in Moscow’s Bolshoi 

Theatre, an operetta gala was held 

to honour renowned Hungarian 

composer Imre Kálmán.

bUDAPEST COUNCIL, HIPA 
AND IFK TO SHOW AT EXPO 
REAL

The municipal council of Budapest, 

the Hungarian Investment Promotion 

Agency (HIPA) and the Property 

Developers Round Table Association 

(IFK) are presenting development 

projects at a joint stand at the EXPO 

REAL International Trade Fair for 

Property and Investment in Munich 

from October 8 to 10. The partners 

said Liget Budapest and the capital’s 

four university quarters would be 

highlighted at the trade fair as well 

as projects by Atenor, Ceetrus, 

Forestay Development, Futureal, 

Gránit Pólus Group, HB Reavis, 

Horizon Development, Property 

Market and WING. EXPO REAL will 

feature over 2,000 exhibitors from 

75 countries. It is expected to draw 

40,000 professionals.

JAPAN’S bRIDGESTONE 
TO LAUNCH INVESTMENT 
PROJECT IN N HUNGARY

Japanese tyre-maker Bridgestone 

will launch another project in 

Tatabánya, in northern Hungary, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said. The project aims to create a 

10,000sqm warehousing facility at a 

cost of 9.2 billion forints (EUR 23.3m), 

to which the Hungarian government 

will provide a grant of 826 million 

forints. The new facility will create 

100 new jobs.


