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According to the Hungarian foreign minister, the two politicians criticise and “attack” Hungary because the country’s 

government has rejected to accept migrants and defended its borders.  “Macron will be a vocal leader of the pro-migration 

camp in next year’s European Parliamentary elections, while Juncker carries personal responsibility for the migrant crisis”, 

Szijjártó said. They “are attacking” Hungary because they want to see the largest possible number of migrants arrive in 

Europe, he said. “Their aim is to change the composition of the population living in Europe, which we resist as we do not 

want to have illegal migrants on this continent”, the foreign minister added. The EP elections in May next year will have an 

enormous stake since they will define the composition of the next European Parliament and European Commission which 

is crucial for the community’s future, he said.  The key question is which side will gain majority, the pro-migrant camp or 

their rivals, Szijjártó said.

French President Emmanuel Macron and EP President Jean-Claude Juncker are pro-
migration politicians, Péter Szijjártó said on Friday.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: MACRON, JUNCKER PRO-MIGRANT
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Religious festival at Csatka, in north-western Hungary

http://mtva.hu/hu/hungary-matters/


All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

SEPTEMBER 10, 2018
MORNING ISSUE AM

ROGÁN: SARGENTINI 
REPORT ‘LAST, DESPERATE 
ATTACK’

The European Parliament’s “pro-

migration majority” is preparing to 

launch a “last and desperate attack on 

Hungary”, Antal Rogán, the head of the 

prime minister’s cabinet, told reporters 

concerning the EP’s Sargentini report 

on the state of the rule of law in the 

country. Rogán spoke before a meeting 

dubbed Civic Picnic in Kötcse, in 

southwestern Hungary, on Saturday, 

and said that Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán would focus on the upcoming 

European Parliamentary elections in his 

address to the meeting, and added that 

the elections would be “dominated by 

the subject of migration”. 

Rogán insisted that the migration 

crisis has created a “democratic 

deficit” in Europe, and argued that “the 

majority of the EP and of the European 

Commission support migration, while 

more and more Europeans are against 

it, and the majority of the EP seems 

to be unwilling to acknowledge that”. 

He also insisted that a new EP and EC 

“without a majority of pro-migration 

politicians” would “restore order”. 

Concerning a vote in the EP on the 

Sargentini report next week, Rogán 

said that “the decision will not count... 

what counts is what people say in the 

EP elections next May”. 

József Szájer, MEP of ruling Fidesz, 

said on his arrival to the meeting 

that the EP was “preparing to take 

revenge” on Hungary. He also said 

that the European People’s Party, 

of which Fidesz is a member, has 

“different positions” concerning the 

document, and suggested that some 

EPP MEPs may not support Fidesz in 

the Sargentini vote.

FIDESZ CALLS ON OPPOSITION 
MEPS TO REJECT SARGENTINI 
REPORT

Ruling Fidesz has called on Hungary’s 

opposition MEPs to reject the 

Sargentini report in a vote in the 

European Parliament next week, a 

lawmaker of the party said on Sunday.  

In the upcoming vote “pro-migrant 

forces will seek to outcast Hungary and 

the Hungarian people for their stance 

rejecting migrants overall,” László 

Böröcz told a press conference. He 

added that Hungarian opposition MEPs 

will have a chance to show whether 

they stand on the side of pro-migration 

groups or the Hungarian people. 

Böröcz called the report authored by 

Green MEP Judith Sargentini a “political 

pamphlet” prepared to attack Hungary 

“with help from the Soros empire”.

He called it “farcical” that “a 

comprehensive report was prepared 

by an MEP about the situation in 

Hungary who had visited the country 

only twice or three times and states 

criticism over issues that Hungary and 

the European Commission had settled 

a long time ago”.

According to the report there is 

a “clear risk of a serious breach by 

Hungary of the values of the European 

Union”. The EP is scheduled to vote on 

the report approved in June by the 

EP’s civil liberties committee (LIBE) on 

September 12.

VARGA: HUNGARY TO 
SUPPORT EU BUDGET 
CHANGES THAT BENEFIT 
COUNTRY

Hungary is ready to support changes 

in the European Union budget that 

are beneficial to the country, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga said on Saturday.

Varga told MTI after talks with 

EU finance ministers in Vienna that 

they had discussed the European 

Commission’s proposals about 

deepening the Economic and 

Monetary Union of the European 

Union.  He expressed support 

for targets concerning increased 

investment but added that the 

proposal does not properly address 

geographical inequalities and this 

could weaken the economy and 

competitiveness of the entire union.

Commenting on the proposal 

concerning structural reforms and 

macroeconomic stabilisation, he said 

it is unacceptable that the planned 

cohesion policy would further restrict 

member states’ manoeuvring space for 

planning and decision making on the 

use of EU resources.

On the proposal about how to tax 

the digital economy, he said in the 

short term Hungary supports solutions 

that do not involve corporation tax 

harmonisation. Hungary will make 

every effort to prevent tax avoidance by 

IT companies in any EU country, he said.
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At Friday’s Ecofin meeting, finance 

ministers and central bank governors 

discussed the Austrian presidency’s 

proposal and a study by the Breugel 

Institute on the economic potential 

and risk of crypto assets. The 

development of a unified European 

approach is important for EU 

competitiveness and the free flow of 

goods and services, he said.

ORBÁN MARKS ROSH 
HASHANAH IN LETTER  
TO JEWISH LEADERS 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán on 

Sunday marked Rosh Hashanah 

and sent his New Year’s wishes 

to leaders of Hungary’s Jewish 

communities. 

In the letter, the prime minister 

expressed his wish that “similarly to 

previous years the new year should be 

spent seeking unity, mutual respect, 

as well as protection and further 

development of our shared culture”. 

The letter was sent to the heads 

of Jewish federation Mazsihisz, 

Jewish cultural foundation Mazsok, 

the Orthodox Jewish Community, 

and the United Hungarian Israelite 

Community (EMIH).

MONUMENT TO 
MINDSZENTY INAUGURATED 
IN NE HUNGARY 

A monument to the late Cardinal 

József Mindszenty was inaugurated in 

Máriapócs, in north-eastern Hungary, 

on Saturday, in a ceremony attended 

by Miklós Soltész, state secretary at the 

Prime Minister’s Office. 

In his address at the ceremony, 

Soltész referred to the late cardinal as 

one “showing the Christian way and 

an example in difficult situations”. 

Mindszenty facilitated the construction 

of churches and schools, and spoke up 

against the persecution of Jews as well 

as against the closure of religious orders 

in communist times, Soltész said. 

Mindszenty, bishop of Veszprém 

in 1944, protested against the 

Nazi genocide and was arrested. 

Following World War II, he was 

appointed archbishop of Esztergom, 

then cardinal. In 1948 he was arrested 

illegally by the communist authorities 

and sentenced to life imprisonment 

under false charges of conspiracy and 

espionage. He was imprisoned until 

the 1956 revolution. After his release, 

he gave a radio speech and stressed 

the idea of national independence 

and democracy. On November 4, 1956, 

the first day of Soviet intervention, 

the cardinal took refuge in the US 

Embassy in Budapest. Threatened 

with arrest, he could not leave the 

building until 1971. Mindszenty was 

then allowed to leave Hungary under 

an agreement between Hungarian 

authorities and the Vatican. He died 

in 1975 and was buried in Mariazell, 

Austria. After Hungary’s Supreme Court 

declared him innocent in May 1990, 

his remains were returned to Hungary 

and reburied in the Esztergom Basilica.

Máriapócs is a national shrine, its 

Greek Orthodox church a destination 

for many pilgrims each year.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: AUTOMOTIVE 
INDUSTRY OUTPUT UP 7 % 
IN H1

In the first half on 2018, the output 

of the Hungarian car manufacturing 

industry grew by 7% compared to 

the same period last year, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in Győr, 

in northwestern Hungary, on Friday 

at the inauguration of the Qualitative 

Production (QP) company’s 6,000 

sqm production hall. The Hungarian 

government supported the 6.2 billion 

forint (EUR 19m) investment project 

with a 1.5 billion grant. 

Szijjártó said the sector accounts for 

29.3%  of the manufacturing industry 

output and employs over 167,000 workers. 

He mentioned Audi, BMW, Mercedes 

and Peugeot as industry leaders seeing 

Hungary as a “country worth investing 

in”. Their giant investment projects 

also benefit Hungarian SMEs, he said.  

QP is a Hungarian family enterprise 

manufacturing engines and cylinders. 

The latest investment has doubled its 

production capacity and created 120 jobs.

LMP CALLS ON GOVT  
TO STOP LICENSING NEW 
COAL MINES

The opposition LMP party has called 

on the government to give up plans 

to license new coal mines.

While President János Áder has 

repeatedly called climate change the 

greatest problem, the government 

“refuses to take it seriously”, party 
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lawmaker Erzsébet Schmuck told 

a press conference.  The cabinet 

has been delaying for three years 

the review of a climate change 

strategy which would be crucial for 

environmental and also food safety, 

she said. Additionally, it neglects the 

problem of increasing air pollution 

outside Budapest, she insisted.

The cabinet has started the licensing 

procedure of a lignite mine in Ózd, in 

northern Hungary, and at the same time, 

hinders the spreading of renewable 

energy use, Schmuck said. Renewable 

energy resources would be all the more 

important because Eurostat estimates 

show that Hungary’s carbon dioxide 

emission has been increasing by an 

annual 5.6% since 2015, she added.

NEMES’S SUNSET 
AWARDED FIPRESCI PRIZE 
AT VENICE FILM FESTIVAL

Sunset, a film by director László 

Nemes Jeles, was awarded the prize 

of the international federation of film 

critics (FIPRESCI) at the 75th Venice 

film festival on Friday. Sunset was 

the first Hungarian film in 24 years 

invited to the prestigious festival, the 

Hungarian Film Fund said.

The film made with an international 

cast of professional and amateur 

actors tells the story of a young 

Hungarian girl who investigates the 

fate of her family and the Budapest 

family shop circa 1913. 

Nemes Jeles has worked with much 

of the crew from Son of Saul, for which 

he had won the Oscar prize in 2016, 

the statement said. The Hungarian Film 

Fund supported production with a 1.59 

billion forint (EUR 4.8m) grant.

Even before its world premiere, 

distributors from nearly 70 countries 

bought the film, the statement said.  

Sunset will be premiered in 

Hungarian cinemas on Sept. 27.

BOLSHOI TO HOST FIRST 
EVER KÁLMÁN OPERETTA 
GALA

Moscow’s Bolshoi Theatre will 

host an operetta gala to honour 

renowned Hungarian composer 

Imre Kálmán for the first time in its 

history on Sunday, organisers said 

on Friday.  The gala, opening the 

season of the theatre, will feature 

Hungarian soprano Andrea Rost 

and tenor Gergely Boncsér together 

with Russian counterpart Elena 

Guseva and Aleksei Nekliudov 

as well as Russian-born baritone 

Anatoly Fokanov and Austrian tenor 

Andreas Schager.

A special guest performing at the 

event will be Hungarian violinist 

Kristóf Baráti. Mikhail Shvydkoy, 

the Russian president’s envoy for 

international cultural cooperation, 

said that the gala had been 

initiated by Yvonne Kálmán, the 

composer’s daughter.

Prior to the gala evening, 

Hungary’s Human Resources 

Minister Miklós Kásler and Russia’s 

Minister of Culture Vladimir 

Medinskiy will sign a pact on cultural 

cooperation over the next two 

years, Norbert Konkoly, Hungary’s 

ambassador, said.


