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Reacting to recent remarks by Jean-Yves Le Drian and Jean Asselborn, Péter Szijjártó said such a mandatory redistribution 

scheme would prove “extremely dangerous” and would increase the threat of terrorism in Europe. The minister said European 

leaders had a duty to restore the security of Europeans. But in order to accomplish this “we first and foremost have to be 

able to protect Europe’s borders both on land and at sea,” he added. Hungary’s government has succeeded in protecting 

the bloc’s land borders and now Italy is trying to secure the sea borders, he said, adding that this was the reason behind 

the recent alliance struck between Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Italian Interior Minister Matteo Salvini.

Szijjártó also accused his French counterpart of having “taken a colonialist tone” with Hungary “over the last few days”. 

“Hungary has never been and still isn’t a colony of France,” Szijjártó said, and called on Le Drian “to refrain from taking such 

a tone with our country in the future”.

The French and Luxembourg foreign ministers are still in favour of redistributing 
migrants among the European Union’s member states on a mandatory basis, 
Hungary’s foreign minister said.
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Humanoid robot named Pepper presented at Budapest Technical University
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V4 CHIEF PROSECUTORS 
MEET IN VISEGRÁD

The chief public prosecutors of the 

Visegrad Group countries held a three-

day meeting in Visegrád in northern 

Hungary this week. Hungarian chief 

prosecutor Péter Polt, Pavel Zeman of 

the Czech Republic, Slovakia’s Jaromir 

Ciznar and Bogdan Swieczkowski, 

Poland’s deputy chief prosecutor, 

discussed questions concerning 

the establishment of the European 

Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) and 

pledged to cooperate in combatting 

cybercrime. The chief prosecutors 

agreed that the establishment of the 

EPPO must not be allowed to weaken 

existing forms of international justice 

cooperation. They also vowed to 

devote close attention to tackling all 

forms of cybercrime, especially attacks 

against IT systems, online intellectual 

property infringement, child 

pornography and online identity fraud. 

The V4 chief prosecutors will meet in 

Poland next year, the statement said.

IT MINISTER MEETS US 
AMBASSADOR TO DISCUSS 
ENERGY, ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics met David Cornstein, the 

United States’ ambassador to Hungary, 

to discuss chances to cooperate in the 

areas of energy, economic development 

and innovation. Palkovics said ensuring 

the security of Hungary’s energy supply 

is a priority in the country’s energy policy, 

and an important part of this policy is 

diversifying gas supplies. Fully 95% of 

Hungary’s gas imports are delivered from 

Russia through Ukraine, thus the goal is 

to ensure supply from other countries, 

for example from liquefied natural gas 

(LNG) terminals in the north or the south 

of Europe, he said. Cornstein agreed 

that achieving energy independence 

is an important goal and said Hungary 

could count on the support of the United 

States in this effort.

Palkovics said that the US is 

Hungary’s biggest investor outside of 

Europe, while Hungarian companies 

are active in IT, life sciences and 

biotechnology in the US.

Doing business in Hungary is 

worthwhile, Cornstein said, noting 

the importance of strengthening 

economic, scientific and technological 

ties between the US and Hungary.

NÉMETH IN POLAND: EU 
SHOULD SUPPORT NATION 
STATES

The European Union should launch 

dialogue to build “optimal institutions 

to serve nation states”, Zsolt Németh, 

head of the foreign affairs committee of 

Hungary’s parliament, said in southern 

Poland. At an international economic 

forum in Krynica, Németh noted that 

one of the original ideas that led to 

the creation of the EU had been a 

system of cooperating nation states 

and a simultaneous superstructure, 

but added that “circles within the 

European Commission now seek to 

act as some counterweight”. Németh 

said that the Hungarian government 

was ready to participate in dialogue 

concerning changes to the powers of 

European institutions. He added that 

those powers could be expanded in the 

areas of European defence policy and 

developing Europe’s digital markets.

HUNGARY, POLAND 
RULING PARTIES’ YOUTH 
ARMS TO STRENGTHEN 
COOPERATION

Leaders of the youth arms of the 

ruling parties of Hungary and Poland 

agreed to strengthen ties, a lawmaker 

of the Hungarian Christian Democratic 

Party (KDNP) said in south Poland’s 

Krynica on Thursday. Addressing an 

economic forum, Lőrinc Nacsa said he 

held talks with the leaders of Poland’s 

Law and Justice Party (PiS), including 

Interior Ministry State Secretary Pawel 

Szefernaker. They agreed to set up 

a regional youth forum and send 

delegations to their respective national 

celebrations, Nacsa said. In his address 

at the Krynica forum’s panel discussion 

focusing on central Europe, Nacsa said 

the region would become “Europe’s 

economic, ideological and spiritual 

centre”. He emphasised the importance 

of close cooperation among the 

region’s countries on migration and 

promoting their “values” among the 

youth. The forum will be also addressed 

by Hungary’s deputy house speaker 

János Latorcai in the evening.

The economic forum dubbed “Davos 

of central Europe” is taking place 
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for the 28th time with some 5,000 

participants.

HUNGARIAN UNIVERSITIES 
PART OF AI CONSORTIUM 
WIN EU TENDER

Budapest’s University of Technology and 

Economics (BME) and Eötvös Loránd 

University (ELTE) are a part of the AI4EU 

consortium which has won a 20 million 

euro European Union tender to work on 

projects related to artificial intelligence. 

The consortium will create a platform 

for facilitating the transfer of technology 

from research to implementation in 

areas such as transport, health care 

and the processing industry, BME said 

in a statement on Thursday. It also aims 

to help the growth of startups and 

SMEs using AI, regardless of the sector 

they operate in. The universities will 

participate in the research work and BME 

will organise the marketing of the project 

in Hungary. French transportation 

services giant Thales Services SAS leads 

the 80-member consortium. Well-known 

industrial members include Phillips, 

Orange, Allianz and SAP, the statement 

said.

ZF HUNGÁRIA 
INAUGURATES HUF 31.5 BN 
PLANT

German-owned transmission maker 

ZF Hungária inaugurated a 31.5 

billion forint (EUR 96m) plant in Eger, 

in northeast Hungary. Construction of 

the 40,000 sqm plant was supported 

by a 6.7 billion forint state grant, Péter 

Szijjártó, the foreign affairs and trade 

minister, said at the inauguration.

The investment will create more than 

770 jobs by the end of next year. The 

plant will turn out 150,000 automatic 

transmissions a year, but capacity is 

expected to be ramped up to 500,000 

within a few years.

IKARUS JÁRMŰTECHNIKA 
INAUGURATES HUF 1.2BN 
EXPANSION 

Bus maker Ikarus Járműtechnika 

inaugurated a 1.2 billion forint 

expansion at its base in Székesfehérvár, 

in north-western Hungary. The 

investment, which broadens the 

company’s product palette, will create 

70 jobs, said owner Gábor Széles. The 

company was awarded a more than 

400 million forints state grant in the 

framework of the government’s 

Investment Support for Big Businesses 

programme, said Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga. Széles said Ikarus is 

developing an LNG-fuelled bus at 

the base in Székesfehérvár. The first 

prototype of an Ikarus electric bus, 

produced by a joint venture with 

China National Logging Corporation 

(CNLC), will be delivered to Hungary 

next week, he added.

KSH: INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT 
RISES 6.2% IN JULY 

Industrial output in Hungary 

rose by an annual 6.2% in July, 

the Central Statistical Of fice 

(KSH) said in a first reading of 

data. Adjusted for the number of 

workdays, output went up by 3.9%. 

In a month-on-month comparison, 

output dropped by 2.0%, adjusted 

for seasonal and workday ef fects. 

For the period January-July, output 

rose by 3.9% year-on-year, KSH 

said.

Commenting on the figures, 

deputy state secretary at the 

innovation and technology ministry 

Gyula Pomázi said industrial 

output had developed in line with 

expectations. He said industry had 

contributed 0.8 percentage points 

to Hungary’s 4.8% second-quarter 

GDP growth rate. Pomázi said that 

in addition to the auto industry, 

the rubber, chemical and medical 

product segments were expected 

to be drivers of growth in output for 

the remainder of the year.

ING Bank chief analyst Péter 

Virovácz said the headline figure, 

adjusted for workdays, was well 

under the 8% market consensus 

and could augur worse-than-

expected third-quarter GDP 

growth. Shutdowns at carmakers 

are the likely culprit behind the 

weak industrial growth, he added. 

Takarékbank analyst Gergely Suppan 

also said automotive industry 

shutdowns were probably to blame 

for the slowdown of growth in the 

sector. He put full-year industrial 

output growth at 4.8%, down from 

5.3% in 2017.


