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Whereas the report covers various other topics, these all concern issues that have already been concluded with agreements 

between Hungary and the European Commission, Gergely Gulyás told commercial Inforádió in an interview broadcast 

late on Tuesday.  He said the remaining issue was migration policy and what, in the eyes of Sargentini, “the Hungarian 

government is doing wrong”. Hungary is “protecting the European Union’s external borders and making it clear that it is 

up to the citizens of every country to decide with whom they want to live,” the minister added.

Every time Hungary is on the agenda at the European Parliament it concerns an “attack on Hungary”, Gulyás said, adding that 

it was right that Hungary should be represented and defended at the highest level, referring to the fact that Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán will participate in the upcoming European Parliamentary debate on the Sargentini report. Commenting on 

next year’s European elections, he said migration would be the hot issue. 

The Sargentini report “is an attempt to punish Hungary” for its independent and 
sovereign migration policy, the head of the Prime Minister’s Office has said.
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SARGENTINI REPORT, EP 
ELECTION MAIN TOPICS 
OF FIDESZ-KDNP GROUP 
MEETING

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán will 

brief government lawmakers on 

the European Parliament’s debate 

on the Sargentini report and on 

preparations for the 2019 EP election 

at the joint Fidesz-Christian Democrats 

parliamentary group Sept. 12-14 

meeting in Velence, the daily Magyar 

Idők said.

Orbán is due to take part in the 

debate of the report in Strasbourg 

next Tuesday. The report states there 

is a “clear risk of a serious breach by 

Hungary of the values of the European 

Union” and it calls for Article 7 to be 

launched. The EP is scheduled to vote 

on the report approved in June by the 

EP’s civil liberties committee on Sept. 

12. Magyar Idők said the government 

is preparing for the outcome of the 

report’s approval. Orbán will discuss 

the EU’s likely measures and the 

Hungarian government’s possible 

responses on Wednesday evening, 

when the outcome of the EP vote is 

expected, the daily said.

Meanwhile, Fidesz is looking forward 

to the 2019 EP election with “cautious 

optimism”, Magyar Idők said. Although 

no major changes are expected, Fidesz 

hopes that anti-migration parties 

working for “a Europe of nation states” 

will dominate, the paper said, adding 

that these parties may coordinate 

their vote-mobilisation efforts. On 

the second day, ministers inaugurated 

after the April election will brief their 

party colleagues and they will also 

discuss tasks related to the upcoming 

autumn parliamentary cycle. The 

third day will be dedicated to reports 

by longer-serving ministers and to 

plans regarding the reform of cultural 

institutions, the career path for public 

servants and changes in health care 

and education, the daily said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS FOR 
STRONG EU MEMBER 
STATES

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

called for “a strong European Union 

and a European community whose 

strength is founded on strong member 

states.”

Speaking at an economic forum 

in Krynica-Zdroj, in southern Poland, 

on Wednesday, Szijjártó said Europe 

had achieved its great success thanks 

to Christian values. “The more we 

grow apart from these values, the 

less chance we have to restore a 

competitive and strong Europe,” he 

said. “In central Europe we cannot 

understand why Western Europe 

wants to get rid of its Christian 

heritage.” Hungarians and Poles find it 

baffling that decisions are being made 

in other countries to remove Christian 

symbols from public areas and public 

buildings, he added. “It is not our task 

to protect Christianity as a religion in 

Europe, but we must protect Christians 

in Europe and in other places,” he said. 

Among the challenges the EU is facing 

he highlighted migration, energy 

policy, terrorism and Brexit.  

Szijjártó said he respected different 

opinions but insisted that “it would be 

anti-European to say that those who 

hold opinions that go against the 

mainstream in Europe are the enemies 

of Europe”. 

The minister called the concept of 

a federal union a “dead end”. Member 

states would be weakened if EU 

institutions were to take away their 

national competencies, he said. “How 

can integration based on weak links be 

implemented?” Successful integration 

hinges on EU dialogue being freed 

from hypocrisy, political correctness 

and double standards against certain 

member states, he added. Szijjártó 

cited criticism against Hungary and 

Poland by EU institutions as the main 

example of hypocrisy. Warsaw has 

been criticised for solutions already 

in use in Western Europe, he insisted.   

Political correctness has also been 

demonstrated in terms of migration, 

he said.

“No EU leader has ever described 

migration as a security challenge ... if 

we do not call it a security challenge 

we will be unable to maintain the 

continent’s security,” he said. Szijjártó 

also said that the economy of central 

Europe is increasingly competitive and 

criticised EU measures that threaten 

this, including tax harmonisation.

On another subject, he said that 

ministers of the Visegrad Group 

countries agreed to prepare by next 

autumn a feasibility study on building 

a high-speed rail link between their 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

SEPTEMBER 6, 2018
MORNING ISSUE AM

countries. The planned service is to 

connect Budapest with Bratislava, Brno 

and Warsaw and it will operate at speeds 

up to 250 kms per hour, he added. The 

Hungarian government has set aside 1.5 

billion forints (EUR 4.6m) for the study 

and a public procurement tender will be 

invited this autumn, Szijjártó said.

Szijjártó said he had held talks with 

Poland’s Minister of Infrastructure 

and Construction Andrzej Adamczyk, 

Slovakia’s Transport Minister Arpad 

Ersek, Poland’s Minister of Labour and 

Social Policy Elzbieta Rafalska, as well 

as the management of Polish state 

airlines LOT.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DISCUSSES 
BREXIT WITH UK CABINET 
OFFICE MINISTER

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó and United Kingdom cabinet 

office minister David Lidington 

discussed Britain’s divorce from the 

European Union, the foreign ministry 

said. “Hungary regrets the UK decision 

to exit the EU but respects the decision 

of British citizens,” the statement cited 

Szijjártó as saying. Hungary aims for 

continued close cooperation in trade 

and investment, he said. Hungary 

believes it is especially important to 

maintain security cooperation with 

Britain, considering that the EU faces 

serious security challenges and Britain’s 

intelligence and defence capabilities are 

indispensable in this respect, Szijjártó 

said. The UK should also continue taking 

a role in EU military and peacekeeping 

missions, the minister added. Szijjártó 

and Lidington met on the sidelines of 

an economic forum in Krynica-Zrdoj, in 

southern Poland.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DISCUSSES 
MIGRATION WITH 
BULGARIA DEPT PM

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó on 

Tuesday met Bulgarian Deputy 

PM Valeri Simeonov to discuss the 

challenges migration poses to the EU, 

the foreign ministry said. The ministers 

met in Krynica, in southern Poland, on 

the sidelines of an economic forum. 

They agreed that similarly to Hungary 

and Bulgaria, the EU should be capable 

of protecting its own borders, the 

ministry said. Szijjártó and Simeonov 

agreed that the bloc’s greatest 

challenge lies in the demographic 

situation and that Bulgaria and 

Hungary had done much to stop the 

population decline.

HUNGARY Q2 GDP 
GROWTH REVISED  
UP TO 4.8%

Hungary’s economy grew by an annual 

4.8% in the second quarter of 2018, up 

from 4.4% in the previous quarter, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. Its 

second Q2 reading was revised up 

from a preliminary 4.6%. KSH attributed 

the upward revision to better than 

expected performance of market-

based services, which contributed the 

most to growth.

Adjusted for seasonal and calendar 

year effects, the pace of economic 

growth quickened to 4.6%, up from 

4.4% in the first reading. Quarter on 

quarter, GDP rose by an adjusted 1%, 

slowing from 1.2% in Q1 but up from 

0.9% in the first reading. Growth in the 

first half of the year was revised up by 

0.1 percentage point to an unadjusted 

4.6% and an adjusted 4.7%.

Commenting on the data, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga 

told public television that growth 

expected in industrial output, 

consumption, employment and the 

investment sector made economic 

expansion sustainable on the long 

run. Furthermore, expansion is 

unhampered by indebtedness, he 

said. A 10% rise in real wages in the 

first half of the year supports a wide 

variety of services, Varga added. The 

second reading of the GDP forecast, 

4.6%, surpasses significantly the EU 

average, which is at 2.2%, he said. 

ING Bank chief analyst Péter Virovácz 

said growth was more balanced than 

in the first quarter of the year as 

industry and construction contributed 

a combined 1.7 percentage point to 

the headline figure. He projected a 

full-year GDP growth of 4.3%.

K&H Bank chief analyst Dávid Németh 

said the fresh data show the pace of 

growth is slowing from previous 

quarters. He put full-year growth at 

4.2-4.3% and next year’s at 3.3%. 

Takarékbank analyst Gergely 

Suppan said growth could continue 

at the same pace for the rest of the 

year, bringing annual growth to 4.6%. 

Next year, growth could slow to 4.1%, 

he added.
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RETAIL SALES CLIMB BY 
5.4% IN JULY

Retail sales in Hungary rose by an 

annual 5.4% in July, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said in a first 

reading of data. Sales growth slowed 

from 6.8% in June. When adjusted for 

calendar year effects, growth was 5.3%.

Adjusted food sales were up 2.2%, 

non-food sales climbed by 9.2% and 

fuel sales rose by 5.6%. In January-July 

2018, retail sales rose by 6.7% according 

to unadjusted and calendar-year 

adjusted data compared to the same 

period a year earlier. Adjusted food sales 

were up 4.1%, non-food sales climbed 

by 9.8% and fuel sales rose by 7.2%.

HUNGARY SUPPORTS 
AUSTRIA’S EU PRESIDENCY 
TARGET ON MIGRATION

Hungary supports the target of Austria’s 

European Union presidency to set a 

new direction for the EU’s migration 

policy, the Prime Minister’s Office said.

Pál Péter Schmitt, the deputy state 

secretary in charge of coordinating EU 

affairs, told his Austrian counterpart 

Alexander Schallenberg in Vienna on 

Tuesday that cooperation between 

the EU member states that focus 

on security and the protection of 

external borders would gain in 

importance in the period to come.  

Hungary will give Austria all possible 

support in developing a new plan that 

is based on the protection of external 

borders and replaces the non-feasible 

proposals for distributing migrants, 

Schmitt said.

He also told Schallenberg that the 

most important lesson to be learnt 

from the events of recent months 

is that migration must be stopped 

not only on land but also by sea, as 

Italy’s recent government measures 

demonstrated.

SZÉCHENYI STATUE 
VANDALISED IN ROMANIA

The statue of Hungarian statesman 

István Széchenyi was desecrated in 

Satu Mare (Szatmárnémeti), in northern 

Romania, the mayor’s office said. 

Unidentified perpetrators 

painted the words “This is 

Romania” in Romanian on the 

plinth, along with the red-yellow-

blue of the Romanian national 

f lag, the statement said.  Satu 

Mare’s mayor, Gábor Kereskényi, 

said that the message was “an 

attack on all inhabitants” of the 

town. Széchenyi, a 19th-century 

Hungarian politician dubbed “the 

greatest Hungarian”, stood for a 

united, prosperous and free Europe, 

he said. “The concept of progress 

is not exclusive to Hungarians and 

isn’t directed against anyone. All 

respectable people agree with it...” 

the statement said. Kereskényi said 

that diverse nationalities have lived 

alongside each other peacefully for 

nearly thirty years. During the past 

months, “certain politicians have 

been using impressionable people 

of suspicious backgrounds” to incite 

Hungarians and Romanians against 

each other, he said.


