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The report is “packed with untrue claims”, he added. The report of the EP’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 

Home Affairs (LIBE), spearheaded by Green MEP Judith Sargentini, will be debated in the parliament’s plenary session on 

September 11, and voted on on the next day. 

On another subject, Gulyás said that the European Commission will pay 54 million euros to Hungary, covering part of the 

900 million euros the country has spent on protecting its southern borders since the start of the migration crisis. The EC 

thus recognises that Hungary has been protecting the EU’s external borders, Gulyás insisted. The EC has approved 

more than 300 million euros of the total expense and will transfer 54 million euros which is currently available in the near 

future, he said. When the border fence was being built, everybody was debating whether it was indeed necessary and 

if Hungary was actually protecting the EU’s external borders, he noted. The EC is not providing the funds directly for the 

construction of the fence but to contribute to other security expenses, Gulyás said.

The Sargentini report is a “last, desperate attempt” of the pro-migration forces to punish 
Hungary for its consistent stance against migration before the next EP election, head  
of the Prime Minister’s Office Gergely Gulyás told a press conference.

guLYÁs: LIBE REPORt ‘DEsPERAtE AttEMPt’  
tO PuNIsH HuNgARY
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guLYÁs ON MACRON 
CRItICIsM, CHAIN BRIDgE 

Regarding French President Emanuel 

Macron’s criticism of a meeting 

between Hungarian Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán and Matteo Salvini, the 

Italian interior minister, head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office Gergely Gulyás 

said that Macron “belongs to the circle 

of politicians” supporting uncontrolled 

migration, while “the other side” seeks 

to protect the EU. On the provisions 

for asylum seekers in the transit zones 

on Hungary’s southern borders, Gulyás 

told a regular press briefing that all 

asylum seekers receive full board until 

their requests are decided. “All claims 

to the contrary are false,” he said. 

Gulyás lauded the recently appointed 

US ambassador to Hungary, David B. 

Cornstein, as the “first US ambassador 

in a long time who has the possibility to 

actually improve the relations between 

the two countries. The prime minister 

is to meet Cornstein soon, he said. 

The government will provide 7 billion 

forints (EUR 21.4m) in supplemental 

central funding for the renovation 

of the Chain Bridge and the Castle 

Hill Tunnel, as per the request of the 

Budapest metropolitan council, Gulyás 

said. At the same time, the cabinet has 

requested that the renovation should 

not take longer than a year and a half 

to finish, Gulyás said. 

On another subject, he said 

allowances supporting the start of the 

school year are arriving to the eligible 

families this week, helping nearly 1.2 

million citizens. Textbooks remain 

free of charge for over one million 

children attending 1st to 9th grade, 

he said. This has left 6 billion forints 

with families since 2013, he added. The 

government allocated 11 billion forints 

to funding the programme in 2019, he 

said. Over 600,000 children received 

free meals during the last schoolyear, 

he said, adding that the government 

budget for providing the same in 2019 

is 72 billion forints. Asked if he could 

confirm that a direct voting system will 

stay in place for the Budapest mayoral 

election next year, Gulyás said that 

there are currently no amendment 

proposals concerning the mayoral 

election before parliament. Gulyás said 

the government had an obligation to 

upgrade local roads and toll revenues 

will supplement funds earmarked for 

the Hungarian Villages Programme 

that are expected to remain available 

from 150 billion forints of general 

reserves in next year’s budget.

Since more upgrades will be 

needed, the electronic road toll will 

rise by 5.8% from January 1 with 

the extra revenue going towards a 

“village road fund” that will allow the 

government to develop the country’s 

least developed village roads, Gulyás 

said. Increased revenues technically 

have to be used for maintaining toll 

roads, but the government will use 

the extra proceeds to reduce standard 

maintenance financing and divert an 

equal amount for the renovation of 

lower hierarchy local roads, he said.

The price of motorway vignettes will 

rise in one category, that of passenger 

cars or motorcycle drivers buying a 10-

day national pass. Here prices will rise 

from 2,975 forints to 3,500 forints on 

October 1, 2018.

In response to news reports about 

a shortage of doctors in Budapest’s 

military hospital, he said the hospital 

had not asked for help from the 

cabinet to resolve this issue. He 

acknowledged that more doctors 

would be needed in emergency 

services and said the government 

would provide increased funding for 

this purpose. He added that higher 

wages could be the solution and noted 

that wages increased at a record rate in 

the recent government term.

Commenting on press reports 

about high water temperatures in the 

River Danube near the Paks nuclear 

power station, he said this was scare-

mongering and the water temperature 

of the Danube did not reach a critical 

level even in the hottest days of the 

summer.

ORBÁN tO AttEND EP 
DEBAtE ON LIBE REPORt 
ON HuNgARY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán will 

attend the European Parliament’s 

plenary session on September 11, 

when the EP is scheduled to discuss 

the civil liberties committee’s report 

on the rule of law in Hungary, daily 

Magyar Idők said on Friday. The EP 

is scheduled to vote on the report 

on the next day, the paper said. In 

spring 2017, the EP’s Committee on 

Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

August 31, 2018
AFtERNOON IssuE PM

Affairs (LIBE) was asked to prepare 

a report on Hungary with a view to 

holding an EP vote on launching 

the first steps of Article 7, which 

suspends voting rights. In the report, 

rapporteur and Green MEP Judith 

Sargentini said there was a “clear risk 

of a serious breach by Hungary of 

the values of the European Union”, 

which she said warranted launching 

the Article 7 procedure. The report 

warned of a curbing of freedom rights 

in Hungary. The committee adopted 

the report this June, with 37 votes in 

favour and 19 against. A letter sent 

to MEPs explaining the Hungarian 

government’s stance on the report 

has had no effect, the paper said. 

Orbán has said that the report could 

be considered a “Soros report”, aimed 

at pressuring Hungary to change its 

standpoint on the issue of migration, 

“but that will not happen”. Since its 

drafting, the mandatory quota system 

“has been taken off the agenda”, 

with a growing number of countries 

backing Hungary’s view, he said.

ORBÁN MEEts ROsAtOM 
HEAD

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán on Friday 

met Alexey Likhachev, the CEO of 

Russian energy giant Rosatom, and 

his colleagues in Parliament, the 

prime minister’s press chief told MTI. 

The delegation briefed Orbán on the 

current state of the upgrade of the 

Paks nuclear plant, where Rosatom 

is building two new reactor blocks, 

Bertalan Havasi said.

gOVt OFFICIAL: sWEDEN’s 
CRItICIsM OF HuNgARY’s 
MIgRAtION POLICY 
’BAsELEss’

The “pro-migration government” 

of Sweden has expressed “baseless 

criticism” over Hungary’s migration 

policy, foreign ministry state secretary 

for communication Tamás Menczer 

said. The Swedish foreign minister 

has falsely claimed that Hungarian 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Italian 

Interior Minister Matteo Salvini stand 

against the principles of democracy, 

Menczer told public news channel 

M1. The participants of Tuesday’s 

Italy-Hungary talks are true democrats 

because they represent the will of the 

European people when they fight 

against illegal migration, he added. As 

the European parliamentary elections 

draw closer, politicians have been 

divided into two groups: those who 

support migration and those who 

want to stop it, Menczer said. At the 

same time, the people of Europe are 

united in that they do not want illegal 

migrants, he added. In the recent 

period, voters expressed their will in 

national elections in Italy, Germany, 

Slovenia and Hungary, he said.

ORBÁN tO MEEt VIEtNAM 
COMMuNIst PARtY CHIEF 
IN sEPt

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán will host 

Vietnamese Communist Party General 

Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong for 

talks on September 8, the PM’s press 

chief has told MTI. Bertalan Havasi 

noted that the General Secretary 

will be reciprocating Orbán’s visit to 

Vietnam last September. At the press 

conference held after his talks in Hanoi, 

the prime minister said the Hungarian 

government wanted the two countries 

to develop a special relationship. Orbán 

said the reason why Hungary had 

chosen Vietnam as its strategic partner 

in Southeast Asia was because bilateral 

diplomatic cooperation has been good 

for a long time and that there are some 

3,000 Vietnamese citizens who have 

graduated from Hungarian universities. 

He also praised Hungary’s hardworking 

Vietnamese community. The Hungarian 

prime minister also cited strategic 

analysts saying that Vietnam is to 

become one of the fastest-developing 

countries in the next thirty years.

sOCIALIsts tO FILE DAtA 
REQuEst ON HEALtH CARE 
IRREguLARItIEs

The opposition Socialist Party’s Lajos 

Korózs said he will submit a request 

for public data to the State Audit 

Office (ÁSZ) regarding irregularities 

uncovered in Hungary’s health care 

sector. Speaking at a press conference, 

Korózs noted that earlier this month, 

László Domokos, ÁSZ’s head, said in an 

interview and a statement that an ÁSZ 

audit of hospitals and health clinics had 

found their financial management to 

be often “scandalous and chaotic”.

The politician said he wanted to 

know which hospitals and health clinics 
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ÁSZ has detected corruption in, who 

were involved in it, which institutions 

were found to be providing poor 

quality treatment to patients and which 

ones had poor financial management. 

He said he also wanted to know what 

measures ÁSZ has taken to ensure that 

the irregularities are dealt with.

Korózs added that “the damage 

being done in the health care sector” 

was causing patients to lose trust in 

health institutions. He said he had 

yet to receive a reply to a letter he 

had sent to the human resources 

minister asking whether Miklós 

Kásler had contacted Zoltán Balog, 

his predecessor, over ÁSZ’s findings. 

Korózs said he also had not received 

a reply to his question asking how 

much the irregularities had cost 

taxpayers and whom ÁSZ’s findings 

of corruption concerned. Neither 

has the ministry revealed whether 

it has filed any criminal complaints 

or launched any investigations over 

the findings of the audit, he added. 

Korózs added, however, that the Chief 

Public Prosecutor’s Office has tasked 

the Budapest prosecutor’s office with 

looking into the audit’s findings.

HuNgARY PPI uP 8.4%  
YR/YR IN JuLY

Industrial producer prices rose by 8.4% 

in July from the same month a year 

earlier, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. Prices for domestic sales 

were up 8.5% while export prices 

rose by 8.4%. In a month-on-month 

comparison, industrial producer 

prices were up 0.2% as domestic 

prices edged up 0.1% and export 

prices by 0.2%. Year-on-year, factory 

gate prices in the manufacturing 

sector rose by 8.1% in July. Prices of 

transport equipment were up 10%, 

and prices of computer, electronic and 

optical products were up 4.1%. Food, 

beverages and tobacco prices were up 

2.5%. Prices in the gas, electricity and 

steam supply segment rose by 9.8%. 

In a month-on-month comparison, 

producer prices in the manufacturing 

sector were up 0.4%. Prices of transport 

equipment rose by 0.6%, and prices 

of computer, electronic and optical 

products went up by 0.5%. Prices in the 

food, beverages and tobacco segment 

rose by 0.3%. Prices of gas, electricity 

and steam supply were down 0.8%.

In January-July 2018, industrial 

producer prices rose by 4.9% year-

on-year as domestic prices climbed 

5% and export prices were up by 4.9%.

HuNgARY JuNE tRADE 
suRPLus REVIsED DOWN 
tO EuR 1.02BN

Hungary’s June trade surplus was 

revised downwards to 1.02 billion euros 

in a second reading of data released by 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH). In 

the first reading, published on August 

9, KSH had put the June surplus at 1.07 

billion euros. Imports rose by 8% year-

on-year to 8.543 billion euros. Exports 

were up 9.1% at 9.568 billion. The trade 

surplus was up by 165 million euros 

from the same month a year earlier.


