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The fund is aimed at aiding the implementation of technological innovations, Áder said in his speech. It will raise efficiency 

in infrastructure development by cutting the time for executing projects and boosting the return on investments, he said. 

Commenting on a report of the UN Water group, Áder backed the body’s call to triple the annual funding for water investment 

of about 200 million dollars a year. The move would be necessary to stop the looming water crisis, he said. Áder said a new 

approach would also be needed “to incorporate the value of water into policy and financial decisions”. “Prevention is much 

more important than damage control,” he added. 

The president said the most water-dependent sector is agriculture and highlighted a Hungarian innovation which improves 

the water balance of soil, reducing draught damage and pollution. He noted the Eindhoven biological water purification 

plant which was built in Dutch-Hungarian cooperation. Its investment and operating costs are about 25-30% smaller than 

those of an average plant, he said.

Hungary is setting up a nearly 200 million euro fund for water management 
development, President János Áder announced at the World Water Week in 
Stockholm.
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BUDAPEST CITY COUNCIL 
ALLOCATES HUF 1BN 
FOR FLOOD PROTECTION 

The municipal assembly of 

Budapest decided to contribute 

another one billion forints (EUR 

3m) to flood protection works 

in District 3 in the city’s north. 

The council decided to 

increase the budget for the 

complex project after changes 

in the plans necessitated by 

further inspection of the project 

sites. 

In the debate over the 

proposal, Socialist deputy Csaba 

Horváth called it “strange” that 

the deficiencies had not been 

detected earlier, adding that 

the designs had not been made 

with due professional care. 

Márta V. Naszályi of the 

opposition Párbeszéd party said 

it was “not just an error” in the 

designs but “a level of chaotic 

preparations aimed at wasting 

public funds”. 

Budapest Mayor István Tarlós 

said the assembly sought to 

“provide maximum funding so 

as not to pass further decisions 

again and again” and added that 

“the larger part of the [HUF 1 bn] 

sum would be saved”. 

Meanwhile civil activists held 

up signs in the assembly hall 

demanding that local residents 

should be consulted over the 

contested project.

TOP COURT: AMENDMENT 
TO WATER MANAGEMENT 
LAW UNCONSTITUTIONAL

Hungary’s amended water 

management law, which parliament 

passed in July, is unconstitutional, the 

Constitutional Court said in a ruling.

The amendment exempted the 

drilling of wells shallower than 80 

metres and designed for domestic 

use only, from the obligation to be 

reported to and approved by the 

authorities. 

President János Áder referred the 

law to the top court, which said that 

uncontrolled water withdrawal might 

harm ecosystems and vulnerable water 

supplies. It might also contribute to a 

deterioration in water quality, which 

may be a risk to public health, it said. 

In view of the fact that only 4% of 

Hungary’s water supply originates 

from within its borders and that 

Hungary is especially vulnerable 

to climate change, a responsible 

management of subterranean water 

supplies is of particular importance, 

the Constitutional Court said.

The top court now referred the 

amendment back to parliament for a 

review.

ORBÁN TO ATTEND WORLD 
NOMAD GAMES

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán will visit 

the Kyrgyz Republic this weekend to 

attend the 3rd World Nomad Games 

in the company of counterparts 

from Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Turkey 

and Uzbekistan, the Hungarian 

Competitive Sport Federation 

(NVESZ) said. The event held under 

the patronage of UNESCO will feature 

over 2,000 participants from 80 

countries competing in 37 branches 

of sport. Hungary will be represented 

in traditional archery, arm wrestling, 

sumo, sambo and mas-wrestling.

LMP CALLS ON GOVT 
TO HELP SWIFT APPROVAL 
OF EU BUDGET

The opposition LMP called on the 

government to promote the swift 

approval of the next seven-year 

budget of the European Union.

Instead of the planned vetoing of the 

financial framework, the government 

should make every effort so that it can 

be passed before next year’s European 

parliamentary elections, deputy group 

leader Márta Demeter told a press 

conference. 

The current draft would contribute 

to improving security and curbing 

migration as it earmarks resources 

for helping the migrants’ countries 

of origin, for strengthening the EU’s 

external borders and the border 

protection agency Frontex, and for 

introducing a new registry system, 

she said. 

The Hungarian cabinet criticises 

from the sidelines the EU’s efforts 

to curb illegal migration and 

human smuggling but fails to 

take a fair share of them, with the 

prime minister staying away from 
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several EU consultations on the 

issue, Demeter said. The unjustified 

and disproportionate reduction of 

EU support to Hungary would be 

unacceptable even if the criticism 

of past ways of using these funds is 

justified, she said.

STATE AUDITOR: ROMA 
SELF-GOVERNMENT FAILS 
TO FIX SHORTCOMINGS

Hungary’s national Roma self-

government ORÖ has largely 

failed to implement an action 

plan prepared on the basis of 

recommendations by the State 

Audit Office (ÁSZ), ÁSZ said in a 

statement. 

ÁSZ had conducted an audit 

of ORÖ in 2015 and found 

deficiencies in the organisation’s 

financial controls with regard to 

the utilisation of targeted subsidies 

from the central budget. ORÖ 

prepared an action plan to fix 

the irregularities, however, none 

of its 24 assignments have been 

completed by the given deadline, 

and 14 of the assignments have 

not been completed at all, ÁSZ 

said. ORÖ’s internal regulations 

and its operations “continue to 

be insufficient to ensure a regular, 

transparent and accountable 

utilisation of public funds”, the state 

auditor said. 

Under effective regulations, ORÖ 

has 15 days to take appropriate 

measures in the wake of ÁSZ’s 

warning.

DK: EUROPE’S FUTURE AT 
STAKE IN EP ELECTIONS

At stake in next year’s European 

Parliament elections is the future of 

the European Union and whether 

the bloc can be preserved in its 

current form or “a completely 

different kind of EU will emerge 

along lines embraced by Italy’s 

Matteo Salvini and Hungarian Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán”, an MEP of the 

opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) said.

Reacting to Orbán’s Tuesday 

meeting with the Italian deputy 

prime minister, Péter Niedermüller 

told Hungarian journalists in Brussels 

that it was a “typical choice” and a 

“strange sign” from the Hungarian 

prime minister to discuss the future 

of Europe with a politician “who 

opposes the current system” rather 

than with the likes of German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel or French 

President Emmanuel Macron. He said 

Orbán owed his European People’s 

Party group in the EP an explanation 

as to why he had discussed 

migration and the EU’s future with 

a “far-right politician who openly and 

obviously goes against the EPP and 

its values”.

Though both the Hungarian and 

Italian governments intend to stay in 

the EU, they want “a kind of Europe 

that isn’t founded on the principles and 

values that have been the foundations 

of the bloc till now”, Niedermüller said. 

Most Europeans may criticise the EU 

and oppose some of its measures, “but 

they want to keep the EU in its current 

form”, he insisted.

Concerning migration, he said both 

Italy and Hungary are arguing for 

sending asylum seekers back to their 

countries of origin. But he said this 

was impossible to implement either 

politically or logistically. He noted that 

Italy has asked the other EU member 

states to take in asylum seekers who 

have arrived at its shores, but Hungary 

has refused to take in any. This is an 

“obvious” source of disagreement 

between the two countries’ migration 

policies, the MEP said.

HUNGARY JOBLESS RATE 
3.6%

Hungary’s rolling average three-month 

jobless rate stood at 3.6% in May-July, 

the same as the previous period and 

down from 4.2% in the same period a 

year earlier, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said.

The rate covers unemployment 

among those between the ages of 15 

and 74. In absolute terms, there were 

166,200 unemployed in Hungary in 

May-July, 1,100 more than in April-

June but 27,200 fewer than in the same 

period a year earlier.

The unemployment rate among 

15 to 24-year-olds stood at 10.2%, 

changing only marginally from a year 

earlier. Still, the age group accounted 

for about one-fifth of all unemployed. 

The unemployment rate for 25 to 

54-year-olds dropped 0.5 percentage 

points to 3.2% and the rate among 
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55 to 74-year-olds was down 1.0 

percentage point at 2.4%.

Out-of-work Hungarians spent about 

15.5 months on average looking for 

employment during the period. About 

38.1% of the unemployed had been 

seeking work for one year or longer.

The number of employed 

Hungarians during the period stood at 

4,483,600, up 9,000 from the previous 

three-month period and up 50,000 

compared to one year earlier. The 

employment rate was 60.3%, slightly 

up from 60.2% in the previous period 

and up from 59.4% from a year earlier. 

The employment rate in May-July was 

67.9% for men and 53.1% for women.

The number of employed included 

159,100 Hungarians in fostered work 

programmes and 107,300 working 

abroad. 

KSH defines “employed” in line with 

International Labour Organisation 

standards as anybody who worked 

one or more hour a week or was 

temporarily absent from their job 

during the survey week. The data also 

include those employed in public work 

schemes and those working abroad for 

less than one year.

MVM HUNGAROWIND TO 
BUILD 110 SOLAR POWER 
PLANTS THIS YEAR 

MVM Hungarowind, a unit of the state-

owned electricity works MVM plans to 

build 110 small solar power plants, with 

maximum capacity of 0.5MW, as part 

of several projects across Hungary 

this year with European Union co-

financing, the company said. The new 

power plants are expected to start 

commercial operation before the end 

of this year. 

MVM Hungarowind will build 24 

small solar power plants in south-

western Hungary for 6.79 billion 

forints (EUR 21m), 19 in central 

Hungary for 5.38 billion, 21 in north-

eastern Hungary for 5.94 billion, 21 in 

western Hungary for 5.94 billion and 

23 in northern Hungary for 6.51 billion 

forints.

Once the investments are 

completed, the MVM group will 

have Hungary’s biggest solar power 

generation capacity, the statement 

said.

PÉTER EÖTVÖS AWARDED 
GOETHE MEDAL

Hungarian composer and conductor 

Péter Eötvös received the Goethe 

Medal, a German state decoration 

for non-Germans promoting cultural 

dialogue, in Weimar, central Germany.

The jury honoured Eötvös’s work 

addressing existential issues in music, 

the composer’s foundation said in a 

statement.

Born in 1944 in Transylvania, Eötvös 

established a reputation as one of 

the most successful contemporary 

composers. His works include the 

operas Lady Sarashina and Senza 

Sangue. 

The Goethe Medal is awarded 

annually in Weimar on the 

anniversary of Goethe’s birth to three 

individuals or groups using artistic 

means to promote empathy and 

tolerance. This year, Swiss-Brazilian 

photographer Claudia Andujar and 

the Colombian Mapa Teatro were also 

decorated. 

Hungarian prize holders from 

previous years include writer Imre 

Kertész, poet Dezső Tandori and 

philosopher Ágnes Heller.

BUDAPEST PARK TO BE 
NAMED AFTER NELSON 
MANDELA 

A park in Budapest’s south-western 

11th district will be named after 

Nelson Mandela, under a decision by 

the city council. The decision, however, 

requires approval by the district 

council, too. Nobel Peace Prize winner 

Mandela (1918-2013) was the Republic 

of South-Africa’s first black president 

serving between 1994 and 1999. 

Under another decision, a street 

in the northern 3rd district will be 

named after Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski, 

Archbishop of Warsaw, who was well 

known for his principled stand against 

Nazism and Communism.


