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At a press conference after the talks, Orbán said that Hungary has proven that illegal migration can be stopped, though 

“everybody said earlier that it could not be done either in legal or physical terms”. 

Orbán spoke highly of Salvini “taking the historic mission” to stop migrants at sea, which “no coastal country had done 

before”, and said that Europe’s security is dependent on the Italian minister’s success. Hungary will provide Italy with all 

assistance to protect its borders, he added.

Illegal migrants already in Europe should not be distributed among member states but turned back to their homelands, 

Orbán said. “Aid must be provided where there are problems rather than import those problems,” he said. 

Referring to next year’s European Parliamentary elections, Orbán said that “we need a new Commission and new European 

Parliament” to protect the community’s borders and stop illegal migration. “We need a different Europe, based on new 

ideological foundations,” the prime minister said, and called for voter support in both countries.

Migration is Europe’s gravest topical issue, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said after talks 
with Matteo Salvini, the Italian interior minister, in Milan on Tuesday.

ORBÁN: MIGRATION EUROPE’S GRAVEST ISSUE

EU defence ministers’ informal 
meeting in Vienna

Budapest general assembly holds 
extraordinary meeting

Stats Office report on labour, 
unemployment in May-June
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PM Orbán meets Italian interior minister in Milan

http://mtva.hu/hu/hungary-matters/


All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

AUGUST 29, 2018
MORNING ISSUE AM

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU SHOULD 
SPEED UP ENLARGEMENT

The European Union should speed up 

its enlargement process, Hungary’s 

foreign minister said on Tuesday. 

Hungary’s government believes 

that the only way for the EU to be 

successful in the long term is if it can 

look beyond its everyday issues and 

make sensible decisions on strategic 

matters, Peter Szijjártó told a meeting 

of Hungarian ambassadors after talks 

with Tudor Ulianovschi, Moldova’s 

minister of foreign affairs and European 

integration, in Budapest. The EU faces 

serious challenges, Szijjártó said, 

arguing that the migration crisis had 

created parallel societies and brought 

an unprecedented threat of terrorism 

to the continent. “The more members 

we have the stronger we are,” Szijjártó 

said, and noted that 2019 will be 

the first year when, with Brexit, the 

community will lose a member rather 

than grow. “This trend must soon be 

reversed,” he said, and added that 

Britain’s exit, in light of the country’s 

economic weight, will “not do good” 

to the community. 

Szijjártó said that promoting the 

Eastern Partnership programme was 

a tool for integration, and added that 

Moldova was in the forefront of that 

scheme. He said that if countries in the 

east are stable, they can contribute to 

the fight against ideologies supporting 

terrorism, and added that those 

countries were also instrumental in 

ensuring energy security. 

Referring to recent criticism from the 

international community concerning 

Moldova’s electoral system, Szijjártó 

said that “the basis for that criticism 

is questionable”. “Hungary never 

provides other states with unwelcome 

advice, and never tells other countries 

what laws they should pass; it is their 

own decision which the Hungarians 

respect,” Szijjártó said. 

The foreign minister also voiced 

his government’s disapproval of the 

EU’s delaying payment of a macro-

financing subsidy of 100 million euros 

to Moldova. 

Ulianovschi noted that Moldova 

has agreed on a free trade deal and 

gained visa-free status with the EU. 

It has also been hard at work on the 

implementation of an association 

agreement with the bloc, he added. 

For Moldova, European integration is 

not an end, but a means to better the 

country, the minister said.

GOVT SPOX: EUROPEANS 
‘FED UP’ WITH EU PRO-
MIGRATION POLICY

The public opinion tide in Europe is 

turning and people on the continent 

“are fed up” with Brussels’s pro-

migration policy, the government 

spokesman told public news channel 

M1 late on Monday. Migration has 

become a matter of European 

democracy; the issue has created a 

rift between the left wing elite that 

upholds its “utopian” pro-migration 

ideology and ordinary citizens who 

have opposite interests, Zoltán Kovács 

told the broadcaster. A solution to the 

problem of migration must be found 

outside Europe, he said, adding that 

economic migrants must be returned 

to their home countries.

Speaking prior to Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s talks with Matteo 

Salvini, Italy’s deputy prime minister 

and leader of the League Party, Kovács 

said Hungary and Italy agree that illegal 

migrants must be sent back to their 

home countries. He noted that over 

90% of migrants staying in Italy had 

entered the country illegally. Policies 

encouraging migration go nowhere, 

the spokesman said, stressing that 

illegal migration must be stopped.

LMP SUSPECTS GRAFT 
AROUND SALE OF 
MICROSOFT PRODUCTS TO 
STATE CLIENTS

Green opposition LMP has said it will 

file a criminal complaint for abuse of 

office and misappropriation of funds 

over what it suspects is corruption 

surrounding the sale of Microsoft 

products to state institutions. Speaking 

at a press conference on Monday, 

Gábor Vágó, a spokesman for the 

party, said the US software giant had 

first sold its products to intermediary 

companies at substantially discounted 

prices, after which those companies 

sold them to state institutions at their 

full prices or at even higher ones.

“While in Romania, ministers 

were taken away in handcuffs for 

the exact same thing, in Hungary, 

company leaders who were fired 
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over this scandal have ended up at 

the Prime Minister’s Office,” Vágó said, 

adding that the FBI has launched an 

investigation into the case.

Vágó said he did not expect the chief 

public prosecutor’s office headed by 

Péter Polt to “do much” about the case, 

but voiced hope that since the statute 

of limitations on corruption crimes is 12 

years, an investigation into the matter 

will be possible in the future.

CHARGES RAISED AGAINST 
KURDISH NATIONALS FOR 
SUPPORTING TERRORIST 
GROUP

The Csongrád County prosecutor’s 

office has raised charges against 

a Kurdish man and woman for 

supporting a terrorist group, the head 

of the office said.

The suspects are believed to have 

supported militants of the outlawed 

Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) in 

northern Iraq, which is classified as 

a terrorist organisation, between 

2010 and 2015, Zsolt Kopasz told MTI. 

According to the indictment, the man, 

who is a Turkish citizen but of Kurdish 

nationality, joined the group in 2009, 

while the woman of Iranian citizenship 

joined in 2010. They are both believed 

to have received military training and 

served under the PKK in Iraq. Rather 

than serving on the battlefield, their 

job was to transport clothes and 

food to the units returning from and 

fighting in Turkey.

In 2014, the suspects were transferred 

to Syria, where they were stationed at 

a base near the town of Kobanî. There 

they were tasked with carrying out 

logistics operations under the Syrian 

Kurdish YPG militia, the PKK’s local 

affiliate. The suspects -- who became 

romantically involved during their 

service in Syria -- later decided to flee 

to Iraq. In 2016, shortly after marrying, 

they set off for Europe with the help 

of people smugglers. On Dec. 6, 2017, 

they submitted asylum applications at 

the transit zone in Hungary’s southern 

border town of Tompa, which were 

rejected by the authorities.

The suspects will be tried at the 

Szeged Court of Justice in southern 

Hungary.

GOVT TO LAUNCH NEW EV 
SUBSIDY SCHEME IN OCT

Hungary’s government will wind up a 

subsidy programme for the purchase 

of electric vehicles at the end of 

August, but replace it with another, 

this one with simplified conditions, 

in October, the Innovation and 

Technology Ministry said. The 2 billion 

forint (EUR 6.2m) funding allocation 

for the current programme will be 

topped up with 300 million forints, 

the ministry said. Legal and natural 

persons may apply for up to 1.5 million 

forints in funding per vehicle under the 

programme. Since the programme’s 

launch in 2016, the subsidies have 

supported the purchase of more than 

1,000 EVs.

The conditions for the new subsidy 

programme will soon be posted on the 

website of e-Mobi Nonprofit: www.e-

mobi.hu

NUMBER OF BABY BOND 
ACCOUNTS CLOSE TO 
160,000

The number of Start “baby bond” 

accounts at the State Treasury has risen 

close to 160,000, daily Magyar Idők said 

on Tuesday.

A 42,500 forint (EUR 131) start-of-

life subsidy has been available to 

all Hungarian-born citizens who 

reside in the country since 2006, 

but the Treasury took over exclusive 

management of the baby bonds in the 

autumn of 2012. The bonds are also 

now available for Hungarian children 

living abroad who were born after June 

30, 2017. Some 47 billion forints is on 

the Start accounts at present, Deputy 

Finance Minister András Tállai told the 

paper. He noted that not just parents, 

but grandparents and other relatives 

can open the Start accounts to make 

savings for children in the family.

There were about 92,000 live births 

in Hungary last year, data from the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) show.


