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Commenting on recent remarks by Andrea Nahles, the leader of Germany’s Social Democratic Party, Péter Szijjártó said SPD 

leaders were also to blame for Europe’s ongoing “struggle” with illegal migration. Policies that aim “to weaken” member 

states go nowhere, he added.

So far, the EU’s policy has encouraged those considering migrating to Europe to board the boats leaving from North African 

shores because they can settle in Europe, Szijjártó said. But it has to be made clear that this is not the case, he added.

He said Brussels has been driving home the message that illegal migration cannot be stopped, but Hungary “has proven 

the exact opposite” at its southern border. In addition, Italy and Australia have also proven that migration can also be 

stopped at a country’s maritime borders, he said. Szijjártó added that the EU’s job now was to stem further waves of illegal 

migration at the Mediterranean Sea.

Concerning his talks with his Italian counterpart Enzo Moavero Milanesi last week, Szijjártó said they agreed that the EU 

must abandon its policy that “encourages” illegal migration.

The European Union must change its policy concerning migration, the Hungarian 
foreign minister told public Kossuth Radio.

sZIJJÁRtÓ CALLs FOR Eu MIgRANt POLICY CHANgE

PM Orbán meets Italian Interior 
Minister Matteo salvini

Foreign minister holds talks with 
Moldovan foreign and European 
integration minister
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Kitesurfer riding stormy Balaton waves at Balatonfenyves
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PRO-gOVERNMENt NgO 
WANts Eu tO HELP MOVE 
MIgRANts BACK HOME

The pro-government Civil Unity Forum 

(CÖF) and associated public benefit 

foundation CÖKA have proposed 

that the European Commission should 

provide financial support for moving 

migrants back home or to safe zones. 

CÖF-CÖKA said in a statement that 

their proposals have been sent to 

President of the European Commission 

Jean-Claude Juncker.

The EC has offered to pay 6,000 euros 

per capita to countries that are willing 

to accept illegal migrants, which shows 

that the EU has the money needed to 

resolve the problem, it said. CÖF-CÖKA 

proposes that the EU should instead 

provide 6,000 euros per capita to move 

the migrants back home or in the case 

of persecuted people, to the closest 

safe country. At the same time, Europe’s 

borders should be “hermetically sealed” 

to all uninvited illegal migrants and it 

should be communicated that Europe 

is full and closed.

They added that Frontex, the EU 

border management agency, and 

NATO should stop the unlicensed 

“tourist transport” boats of human 

smugglers and NGOs. International 

organisations, such as the United 

Nations, should prevent the departure 

of such boats, CÖF-CÖKA said. 

The EU’s migration policy should 

demonstrate solidarity by protecting 

the civilisation of Europe’s indigenous 

Christian majority and guarantee their 

ownership rights in their place of birth, 

it added.

Countries that want to use illegal 

migrants to resolve their demographic 

and labour problems should undertake 

all related moral, financial and legal 

responsibilities, the statement said.

ORBÁN tO MEEt sALVINI, 
PutIN

The Hungarian prime minister will 

work under a tight schedule in the 

coming weeks, including talks with 

the Russian president and the Italian 

deputy prime minister, his press chief 

has said. Viktor Orbán will hold talks 

with Matteo Salvini, leader of the Italian 

League party, on Tuesday afternoon in 

Milan, followed by a press conference, 

Bertalan Havasi told MTI.

Orbán is scheduled to meet Russian 

President Vladimir Putin on September 

18 in Moscow. He will travel to Kyrgyzstan 

to attend the 3rd World Nomad Games 

at the coming weekend. On September 

12-13, Orbán will address a meeting 

of the co-ruling Fidesz and Christian 

Democratic parties’ parliamentary 

groups in Velence near Budapest.

Orbán will take part in the European 

Council’s informal meeting in Salzburg 

on Sept 19-20.

sOCIALIsts CALL FOR 
CRIsIs PLAN tO ADDREss 
EMIgRAtION

The opposition Socialist Party is 

calling for a “national crisis plan” to 

address the emigration of Hungarians. 

Emigration has now reached a level 

that clearly constitutes a national crisis 

situation requiring a national crisis 

plan, Zsolt Molnár, the deputy head 

of parliament’s national cohesion 

committee, told a press conference.

“We’re no longer talking about 

hundreds of thousands of people, 

but rather -- according to a fresh 

study -- 1-1.5 million, made up of 

mostly young people, who want to 

live and work in another country,” 

Molnár said. This phenomenon is not 

just a demographic, social security 

and pension system-related problem, 

but it will also leave entire economic 

sectors without labour, he said, 

highlighting the health-care, catering 

and construction sectors as examples.

Molnár said the government saw 

emigration as a “pseudo problem”, 

which he called “outrageous”. He called 

on the government to take the issue 

seriously and urged a parliamentary 

debate on it. Hungary needs to develop 

a strategy that addresses the issue and 

commission studies that reveal more 

about it, he added. He expressed 

hope that the government was not 

encouraging emigration and happy 

to see Hungarians who disagree with 

it leaving the country. But he insisted 

that neither Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán nor Deputy PM Zsolt Semjén 

felt responsible for the current situation.

Molnár named the rethinking of the 

government’s home creation scheme, 

wage hikes, university student support, 

SME support and addressing employee 

rights as possible solutions to the 

situation.
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HuNgARY DONAtEs EuR 
2M tO REBuILD CHRIstIAN 
tOWN IN IRAQ

A town in Iraq inhabited by a Christian 

community and destroyed by the 

Islamic State terrorist organisation in 

2014 has been rebuilt using a donation 

of 2 million euros by the Hungarian 

government, daily Magyar Idők 

reported on Monday. According to the 

paper, the town has been renamed Tel 

Askouf, meaning Hungary’s daughter, 

in recognition of the gesture. Tristan 

Azbej, deputy state secretary at the 

Hungarian Prime Minister’s Office, 

told the paper that the Hungarian 

government had spent a total 4.5 

billion forints (EUR 14m) on aid in the 

past 18 months to help persecuted 

Christians stay in their homelands.

DK WANts HOME CARE 
RECOgNIsED As FuLL-
tIME JOB

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) called on the government to 

recognise home care as a full-time 

job. In response to a question about 

reports that the organisation dubbed 

Migration Aid plans to become a party 

named Night Guard in order to avoid a 

special tax imposed on organisations 

helping migration, DK deputy leader 

László Varju told a press conference 

that “innovative political ideas are 

needed to go against the regime of 

[Prime Minister Viktor] Orbán”.

Asked whether DK would be willing 

to participate in a joint left-wing list 

in next year’s European parliamentary 

elections, Varju said DK plans to field 

an independent list but it is open to all 

solutions that help efforts to counter 

the “Orbán regime”.

KÁsLER AttENDs 
HuNgARIAN FEstIVAL  
IN CLuJ-NAPOCA

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler attended the closing gala 

of the Kolozsvár Hungarian Days in 

Romania’s Cluj-Napoca (Kolozsvár), 

on Sunday evening. In his address 

at the gala, the minister spoke about 

the links of culture and history 

between peoples of the Carpathian 

Basin, and called for “further 

bridges to be built”. “After many an 

unjustified and fruitless conflicts and 

losses Central Europe could become 

a winner again if it revives its values 

and identity,” Kásler said. He argued 

that peoples cannot be forcefully 

changed, but “harmony can be built” 

between them.

HOusE sPEAKER sENDs 
CONDOLENCEs OVER 
BuLgARIAN Bus CRAsH

House Speaker László Kövér has 

sent a message of condolences 

to Tsveta Karayancheva, his 

Bulgarian counterpart, over the 

bus crash that killed 15 people and 

injured 27 others in Bulgaria this 

past weekend. In his letter, Kövér 

expressed his deepest sympathies 

with the families of the victims and 

wished a speedy recovery to those 

injured in the accident. “I can assure 

you, Madame Speaker, that we are 

with our Bulgarian friends in spirit 

in these mournful hours,” Kövér 

wrote. The tourist bus was carrying 

pilgrims returning to Sofia from a 

weekend trip to a nearby Orthodox 

monastery.

MAstER gOOD PLANs 
HuF 15BN CAPACItY 
EXPANsION

Hungarian poultry company 

Master Good is planning a 15 

billion forint (EUR 46.3m) capacity 

expansion at its base in Kisvárda, 

in north-eastern Hungary, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó announced. 

The government will provide a 

grant of 3.4 billion forints to the 

project, Szijjártó told a press 

conference. The investment will 

raise Master Good’s revenue by 

50% within two years af ter its 

completion, managing director 

László Bárány said. It will also put 

the base in Kisvárda among the 

six biggest poultry processors in 

Europe, he added.


