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The agency reacted in a statement to recent press reports saying that Hungarian authorities were refusing to provide food 

to some asylum seekers in the transit zones.

The Government Information Centre said reports about the lack of services in transit zones were based purely on lies by 

“Soros organisations” and were parts of these organisations’ efforts to discredit Hungary. The Hungarian state spends more 

than an annual 700,000 forints (EUR 2,160) per capita on services for asylum seekers, the statement said. If a request for 

asylum is rejected, the asylum seeker who submitted it must leave the transit zone, they added. The laws pertaining to the 

care of asylum seekers and their implementation have not changed over the last several days, the centre said.

On Thursday, the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), acting on a request by the Helsinki Committee, a rights group, 

ordered Hungary to provide food to rejected asylum seekers who have submitted an appeal and are still staying in the 

transit zones.

All asylum seekers staying in a transit zone on Hungary’s southern border are eligible 
for care services and are receiving these services, the Government Information 
Centre has said.
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sZIJJÁRtÓ: ItALY, 
HuNgARY MIgRAtION 
POLICIEs ‘sAME IN MANY 
REsPECts’

The Italian and Hungarian 

governments’ policies on migration 

are identical on a multitude of points, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

on Thursday after meeting Italian 

counterpart Enzo Moavero Milanesi. 

“The Hungarian government 

cooperates with everybody who seeks 

to stop illegal migration and prioritises 

border protection,” Szijjártó told MTI 

after his meeting. Hungary maintains 

its standpoint that migrants should not 

be distributed among EU countries but 

should be prevented from coming to 

Europe.

The position of the new Italian 

government and the new Italian 

Interior Minister, Matteo Salvini, 

coincides with the Hungarian 

government’s in many ways, he said. 

“We agreed that the root causes [of 

migration] must be addressed ... 

and entering Europe must be done 

according to European rules.”

Szijjártó said that Milanesi had 

underlined Hungary’s view that border 

protection trumped all other issues in 

terms of managing the migration crisis, 

and that the EU should again assert 

its ability to protect its own borders. 

Australia, he added, has already 

shown that maritime borders can be 

protected.

On the subject of a meeting on 

Friday in Brussels, where EU member 

states’ European affairs officials will 

hold talks on ports and ships carrying 

migrants, Szijjártó said it should be 

made clear that only those who can 

enter legitimately should be permitted 

to do so at European ports. “No 

blackmail should be allowed either 

by smugglers or from pressure by so-

called NGOs,” the Hungarian minister 

said.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó said he had 

discussed with his Italian counterpart 

Ukraine’s “unacceptable” behaviour 

towards national minorities. He urged 

the Italian government to support 

Hungary, which, through international 

forums, wants Ukraine to “fulfil its 

international obligations and hand 

back Hungarians their rights”.

On the topic of the Genoa bridge 

collapse, Szijjártó told Milanesi that 

Hungary was ready to provide help in 

any phase of reconstruction by sharing 

its experience and technology.

KÖVÉR: ‘ABsuRD’ tO 
EXPECt EuROPE tO tAKE 
EVERYONE IN

It is “absurd” to demand that Europe 

should automatically take in every 

migrant seeking a higher standard 

of living just because some countries 

have lower living standards than 

Europe, House Speaker László Kövér 

said at a conference on migration in 

Balatonszárszó.

Hungary has and will continue 

to take in anyone in need or facing 

persecution, but both the Hungarian 

government and the Hungarian 

people reject the idea of granting 

automatic entry to people, Kövér said 

in a roundtable discussion that also 

involved Gergely Gulyás, head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office and Reformed 

Bishop István Bogárdi Szabó, at the 

Gathering of Reformed People. “This 

approach does not contradict Christian 

morals,” the house speaker added.

The international community, 

Europe and the European Union 

have a responsibility in how they 

manage and resolve the problems 

fuelling mass migration in other parts 

of the world, he said, adding that 

these issues should be debated at 

international forums rather than at a 

national level. International forums 

“shouldn’t be busy with” forcing nation 

states to accept mass migration, but 

rather with organising international 

operations and schemes allowing 

the improvement of living standards 

in countries that millions are fleeing, 

Kövér said.

Gulyás said every state’s primary 

responsibility was for its own citizens. 

“Others should be helped without 

endangering our own society,” he said. 

“Instead of bringing trouble over here, 

help should be provided at the point 

where it is needed,” he added.

On the topic of the emigration 

of Hungarians, Gulyás said the 

phenomenon Hungary was dealing with 

was more about the free movement of 

labour. When Hungary voted in favour 

of joining the EU, it knew that doing so 

would allow each and every Hungarian 

to take up work in any country within 

the bloc, the PM’s Office chief said. 
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But Gulyás added that “proportionally 

Hungary is still in good shape because 

this is the country from where the fewest 

people have left for western Europe.” 

However, the government’s goal is to 

close the gap in living standards to the 

West, so that Hungarians working there 

will consider returning, he said.

COuRt REFusEs tO HAND 
OVER MOL CEO HERNÁDI 
tO CROAtIA

A Budapest court has refused to carry 

out a European arrest warrant and 

hand over MOL President-CEO Zsolt 

Hernádi to the Croatian authorities, 

according to a statement released 

by the Metropolitan Court. The 

statement attributed the main part of 

its decision to “the danger that a forced 

handover may impede his right to a 

fair trial and an impartial judgement 

in his case could not be guaranteed.” 

An additional reason is that the 

Metropolitan Court already ruled in 

May 26, 2014 in connection with a case 

of alleged bribery that the case against 

Hernádi should be dropped.

PILOt PROJECt tO PLACE 
FOstERED WORKERs IN 
PRIMARY LABOuR MARKEt 
JOBs

A pilot programme will be launched 

next week at labour offices in 

the underdeveloped east of the 

country to place fostered workers 

in primary labour market jobs with 

the cooperation of employers, daily 

Magyar Idők said on Friday. The pilot 

programme will be implemented by 

the National Employment Nonprofit 

and a professional partner picked in a 

public procurement procedure, state 

secretary Sándor Bodó told the paper.

The programme will start in 

Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County 

and Hajdú-Bihar County, but will be 

expanded throughout the country 

after fine-tuning, he added. The 

programme involves transforming 

labour offices into employment 

centres that can match the skills of 

potential workers to the needs of 

local employers, while boosting the 

efficiency of adult education through 

short-term vocational courses. At 

least 50,000 Hungarians must find 

employment on the primary labour 

market for the programme to be 

deemed successful, Bodó said.

A little more than 131,000 Hungarians 

were participating in fostered work 

programmes in June, the latest data 

from the Central Statistical Office show.

HuNgARY POPuLAtION 
DECLINE sLOWs IN H1

Hungary’s population decline 

slowed in the first six months of 

the year compared with the same 

period in 2017 as both the number 

of births and the number of deaths 

decreased, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) reported. The figures 

show that there were 43,069 births 

in January-June, a 2.4% drop from 

the same period a year earlier. 

The number of deaths was 66,869, 

down 3.8% compared with 2017. 

The decline in births and the even 

greater drop in the death rate means 

that the rate of natural population 

decline was down 6.3% compared 

with the same period in 2017. 

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
NO DANgER OF WEst 
NILE VIRus EPIDEMIC IN 
HuNgARY

Hungary is not in danger of 

succumbing to an epidemic of West 

Nile virus, the chief medical officer 

said. Reports of the illness primarily 

involved people in a chronic state 

of health, with a weakened immune 

system, Attila Kovács said. West Nile 

virus has been present in Hungary for 

50 years and there are usually 10-40 

cases reported each year. Last year 

there were 23 registered cases, he 

said, adding that this year’s increase 

was due to an early start to the season. 

By August 23, a total of 58 cases were 

reported and 55 had to be treated in 

hospital. In the case of four deaths, 

West Nile virus may have played a part. 

They all involved men suffering from a 

chronic illness and three of them were 

above 80 years old, he said.


