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“I see huge potential in an LMP-Jobbik pact,” László Lóránt Keresztes said in an interview to news portal Index on Thursday. 

Asked about a potential shift to the right of his party, Keresztes said, “You won’t find any remarks from me in which I claim 

to be a right winger. I’m conservative and nationally committed, but not a right winger. LMP is an eco-political party and 

will remain just that.”

On the topic of next year’s European parliamentary and local elections, Keresztes said he saw the latter as the “far more 

important one”, arguing that local councils were the only bodies in which an opposition could be mounted against “the 

current two-thirds regime”.

As regards the European parliamentary elections, Keresztes said, “I would do everything I can to make sure we focus on 

the issue of migration and solving the migration crisis”. He said LMP will seek to prove that the Fidesz-led government is 

only using the issue to solidify its power. “But they never talk about eliminating the migration pressure for the long term,” 

the politician argued.

The co-leader of green opposition LMP has ruled out a pivot to the right but added 
that he is in favour of forming a partnership with conservative Jobbik in an effort to 
defeat Prime Minister Viktor Orbán in upcoming elections.
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KErESZTES: rEAL 
POLITICAL DIVISIONS 
NEED TO BE MArKED OUT

The co-leader of green opposition 

LMP said it should be made clear 

where “the real political divisions” in 

Hungarian public life lie, insisting that 

they were not ideological in nature. 

“Fidesz, for example, wants to present 

itself as a right-wing conservative 

party, when it’s actually a socialist 

party that functions according to 

Bolshevik principles,” he insisted. 

Meanwhile, the parties considered 

left wing, like the Socialist Party or 

the Democratic Coalition, represent 

economically liberal principles, he said, 

adding that “they, too, have blended 

themselves into the System of National 

Cooperation established by Fidesz, 

and Fidesz is doing everything it can 

to make sure they survive”.

Opposing these parties are the 

“21st-century parties” like Jobbik, 

LMP and the Momentum Movement, 

which want to “outlive the System of 

National Cooperation”, Keresztes said. 

He said these were the parties that 

needed to work together, adding that 

next year’s local elections would be 

a “huge opportunity” for them to do 

so, since ideological differences can 

be put aside when it comes to local 

affairs. He said it was possible that 

the elections would yield “masses” of 

Jobbik-LMP mayoral or local council 

candidates, adding that Momentum 

could also be added to such a 

partnership.

Asked about the April general 

election, Keresztes said the main 

reason behind the opposition’s 

defeat was that it had failed to show 

any sign of strength or present a 

valid alternative to Fidesz.  “Too 

many people voted for Fidesz simply 

because they saw no other alternative,” 

he said. He also said he believed the 

opposition should have taken a clearer 

stance on the migration issue, seeing 

how important it was for voters.

Asked about the recent resignation 

of Bernadett Szél as LMP’s group and 

co-leader, Keresztes said he accepted 

her decision and her replacement 

will be chosen in due course. He 

said he will accept the position of 

parliamentary group leader if he is 

elected to it.

GOVT OFFICIAL PAYS 
TrIBUTE TO TOTALITArIAN 
rEGIMES’ VICTIMS 

Csaba Latorcai, state secretary at the 

human resources ministry, attended 

a commemoration on Wednesday, 

the eve of the European day of 

remembrance for victims of totalitarian 

regimes. In his address, Latorcai said 

that “the crimes of communism or 

Nazism cannot be forgotten”. The state 

secretary also said that “we owe the 

victims of dictatorships brave but well-

considered action in meeting moral 

and security challenges facing Europe”.

The allied ruling Christian Democrats 

also stressed the need to pay tribute 

to the victims of totalitarian regimes 

on Thursday, marking the European 

Day of Remembrance for Victims of 

Totalitarian Regimes.

On this day Hungarians must 

remember the heinous acts faced 

over the past century, the party said 

in a statement. “Hungary today is a 

truly democratic state where people 

live in safety and their assets are safe 

as well,” the Christian Democrats 

said. Hungarians, however, have 

experience in what it means to 

live under a communist or a Nazi 

regime, they said, highlighting 

the importance of “working 

further towards building a strong 

and sovereign country with a fair 

regime”. The party reaffirmed its 

creed that a system built on the 

Christian Democratic principle of 

safeguarding human dignity can 

be the best tool in the fight against 

totalitarian rule.

The European Day of Remembrance 

for Victims of Totalitarian Regimes has 

since 2011 been marked on August 23, 

the anniversary of the 1939 Molotov-

Ribbentrop Pact concluded by Nazi 

Germany and the Soviet Union.

LMP: MOrAL OBLIGATION 
TO rEVEAL SECrET 
AGENTS OF COMMUNIST 
ErA

The opposition LMP party has called 

it a “moral obligation” to confront 

the facts concerning Hungary’s 

communist-era state security 

apparatus. The party plans to publish 

a list of MPs who voted down a 

lustration bill that LMP is submitting 
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to parliament for the 18th time. The 

ruling Fidesz-Christian Democrats 

have voted down the bill 17 times, 

LMP co-leader László Lóránt Keresztes 

told a press conference on Thursday, 

marking the European memorial 

day of the victims of totalitarian 

dictatorships. This suggests they 

actually reject the values that they 

purport to uphold in public, the LMP 

politician said.

In response to a question about 

migration and the suggestion 

that the issue would be in the 

focus of next year ’s European 

Parliamentary elections, he 

said Hungary ’s ruling par ties 

had been using the issue as a 

means to retain power. Instead, 

a real debate should be held on 

the migration crisis,  he insisted. 

“The European political elite 

has also been unwilling to face 

up to this problem,” he added. 

LMP suggests approaching the 

problem from the point of view 

of green policies, focusing on 

climate change, water shortages, 

falling agricultural production and 

wars generated as a result of geo-

political interests.

Commenting on the 2019 local 

council elections, he said “21st century 

parties” would offer “a real alternative” 

to the ruling parties as well as to the 

opposition Socialists and DK. Jobbik 

and LMP have already been natural 

allies in local councils around rural 

Hungary, with many overlapping areas 

in the two parties’ ways of thinking, 

he added.

TOWN IN CENTrAL 
HUNGArY SITE FOr NEW 
250 MBPS NETWOrK

The state has provided more than 

100,000,000 forints (EUR 309,000) 

to the central Hungarian town 

of Jászfényszaru so that its 2,200 

households and local public 

institutions have access to a new 

internet network that operates at 

speeds of up to 250 Mbps. Invitel 

Zrt. has built the optical network 

Jászfényszaru in the past year, offering 

service packages of 250 Mbps. Balázs 

Károly Solymár, the deputy state 

secretary for infocommunications 

at the ministry of innovation and 

technology, told a press conference 

on Thursday that the government 

wants every household in Hungary to 

have internet access with bandwidth 

of at least 30 Mbps by the end of the 

year. This would put Hungary two 

years ahead of the deadline set by 

the European Union, he said, adding 

that Hungarians would become 

“the winners of digitisation”, thereby 

making the country more competitive.

JOBBIK CrITICISES GOVT 
rEJECTION OF MEN’S 
EArLY rETIrEMENT

Conservative opposition Jobbik 

criticised the government for rejecting 

the party’s proposal for allowing men 

to retire after 40 years of work, as is 

the case for women. If Fidesz rejects 

Jobbik’s proposal dubbed “Men40”, 

the main governing party says “no” to 

the existence of retired men overall, a 

Jobbik lawmaker said on Thursday, in 

response to a statement by the state 

secretary for family affairs. This policy 

acts against families, Péter Jakab said, 

adding that 60% of Hungary’s working 

men pay taxes and social contributions 

but die before reaching retirement age, 

namely before getting any old-age 

pension. 

Fidesz wants to spare the cost of 

paying men a pension, Jakab said, 

insisting that his party’s Men40 

programme would only need 150-160 

billion forints (EUR 463-493m) a year 

from the state coffers. 

According to some sources 

this amount is just about half of 

government spending on “overpriced” 

public procurement projects, he said.

Fidesz responded by saying 

that it was Jobbik’s behaviour that 

was “anti-family”. “What is against 

families is Jobbik’s failure to support 

either women’s early retirement, 

raising family tax preferences, the 

government’s housing subsidy or any 

other measures designed to benefit 

families, fathers and mothers,” the 

party said in a statement.

ALTEO TO STArT TEST 
OPErATION OF BATTErY 
POWEr STOrAGE PLANT 

Sinergy, a unit of Alteo Group has 

completed a 1.1 billion forint research 

and development project by 

inaugurating a battery power storage 

plant, a facility unique in Hungary and 
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in Central and Eastern Europe, Alteo 

said on the Budapest Stock Exchange 

website. The National Research, 

Development and Innovation Office 

(NKFI) supported the project with a 

500 million forint grant. In addition to 

participation in the frequency control 

of Hungary’s power network, the aim 

of the energy storage facility is to 

promote the market-based integration 

of renewable energy sources – 

especially weather-dependent wind 

and solar power plants, the statement 

said.

AUCHAN MAGYArOrSZÁG 
PrOJECTS DOUBLE-DIGIT 
GrOWTH THIS YEAr

The Hungarian unit of French retailer 

Auchan projects a more than 10% 

increase in its net turnover this year, 

CEO Dominique Ducoux said. Auchan 

plans to open four new stores in 2018. 

Operating 19 hypermarkets in Hungary, 

the retailer has opened towards 

smaller-scale stores, having opened its 

first supermarket in Szekszárd last year 

and its first superstore in the capital 

in April, the CEO said. The company 

will open supermarkets in Győr and 

Zalaegerszeg and another superstore 

in Sopron, he added. Auchan spent 10 

billion forints on developments last 

year and plans to spend 10-12 billion 

this year. The company employs almost 

7,000 workers. 

KSH: rETAIL SALES 
GrOWTH DECELErATES  
TO 6.8% IN JUNE 

Retail sales in Hungary climbed 

6.8% in June from the same month 

a year earlier, decelerating from 

a 7.1% growth in May, a second 

reading of data released by the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) shows. 

Calendar-adjusted data show retail 

sales were up by an annual 6.4% in 

June. The unadjusted figure for June 

was revised upwards from 6.5% and 

the adjusted one from 6.1% in the 

first reading published on August 

3. Adjusted food sales were up by 

3.1% in June, non-food sales climbed 

10.9%, fuel sales were up by 5.8% 

year-on-year. In absolute terms, retail 

sales came to 965 billion forints (EUR 

3bn) in June.

In January-June calendar year-

adjusted retail sales rose by an annual 

6.9% as did unadjusted sales. Adjusted 

food sales rose by 4.4% non-food sales 

climbed 9.9% and fuel sales increased 

by 7.5% in the first half of 2018.

rEAL ESTATE PrICES UP  
IN BUDAPEST 

Real estate prices continued to go 

up over the past twelve months 

in Budapest, where the biggest 

increase was reported in the 

residential area of Hűvösvölgy 

on the Buda side, business daily 

Világgazdaság said. Property prices 

per square metre exceeded 600,000 

forints (EUR 1,857) on average in 

mid-August, up 20% on the same 

month in 2017, the paper said, 

citing a recent survey by the portal 

Ingatlan.com. Property prices in 

leafy Hűvösvölgy have however 

seen an unprecedented 66% rise, 

bringing the per square metre price 

on the market to over 1.1 million 

forints, the paper added. Demand 

in Hűvösvölgy’s affluent 2nd district 

and the adjoining 12th district are 

pushed up by relatively low supply.

Prices have also gone up at an 

unprecedented rate in the category 

of pre-fab homes in the outskirts 

of the city, with the highest, 43% 

growth recorded in Pesterzsébet. 

Here, the price/sqm went up to 

405,000 forints during the surveyed 

period.


