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Speaking at the oath taking ceremony of young military officers, Áder quoted author Sándor Márai and said that “Hungary 

could only survive in a new Europe with quality in the focus; we are not in a position to be mediocre”. 

Addressing the young officers, Áder said that “St. Stephen gave us a Hungarian heart and European conscience” and added 

that the 11th century king had been “aware that peace is conditional on preserving Western civilisation”. 

Hungary has been strong and could “withstand the storms of history” while other, greater nations have disappeared, Áder said.

St. Stephen’s legacy has helped build an “independent, free and European country, which many have attempted to capture 

but it has been saved through the faith, work and insistence of those that did not bend in the storm of times,” the president 

said. “This land has been ours for a thousand years and will stay our shared homeland as long as there are people in the 

heart of Europe that feel and understand the slogan: Homeland before all else,” Áder said.

Hungary must insist on “the Western culture King St. Stephen tied our future to”, 
President János Áder said in his address marking Hungary’s August 20 national holiday.

ÁDER: HUNGARY MUST STICK TO WESTERN CULTURE
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Aug. 20 procession of St. Stephen’s Holy Right Hand around St. Stephen’s Basilica
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KÖVÉR: PROUD NATIONS 
WITH STRONG FAITH WILL 
BE SUCCESSFUL

Nations with “pride and a strong faith” will 

be successful in the 21st century, House 

Speaker László Kövér said in Sárvár, in 

western Hungary, on Sunday. Kövér 

spoke at a ceremony marking the 50th 

anniversary of Sárvár receiving the rank 

of city, and said that “military victories 

or amassed wealth are worth nothing 

if people living in welfare and security 

lose their pride or faith” and insisted that 

“nations shrinking in spirit will soon shrink 

in size”. He argued that competitiveness in 

the modern age will continue to be based 

on “human achievements rooted in pride 

and identity”. 

“We, Hungarians, who lost the 20th 

century in a historical sense, are working 

to win the 21st,” Kövér said and added that 

it meant providing good “environmental, 

economic, and social” conditions to 

each Hungarian in Hungary and in other 

countries, as well as “leaving behind the era 

of historical conflicts with our neighbours”. 

“We will build a Carpathian Basin and 

Central Europe that provide security 

for all of us, which will contribute to the 

strengthening of the region’s nations and 

help revive Europe, now strongly under 

attack in its Christian values,” Kövér said.

SEMJÉN: EVERYONE MUST 
TAKE PART IN NATION 
BUILDING

Hungarians can only be true to the 

legacy of St. Stephen “if everyone 

does their part in helping to build the 

country and the nation wherever they 

may be”, the deputy prime minister 

said at an awards ceremony for ethnic 

Hungarians abroad held in Parliament on 

the occasion of Hungary’s St. Stephen’s 

day national holiday on Monday.

Ethnic Hungarians have “never 

received as much support from 

Hungary as they have from the current 

government”, Zsolt Semjén said. The 

government is giving Hungarians 

beyond the border everything they 

need to preserve their identity, “so 

that everyone can be a member of St. 

Stephen’s state regardless of where they 

may live in the world”, he added.

The deputy prime minister said the 

recipients of the Award for Hungarians 

beyond the Borders had an even bigger 

responsibility and were under even 

greater pressure than those living in 

Hungary to help develop the nation 

beyond Hungary’s borders.

This year’s recipients included, among 

others, Mária and Árpád Bíró, the heads 

of the St. Michael’s Children’s Home in 

Rativci, Ukraine, József Lőcsei, head of the 

Istria chapter of the Democratic Union 

of Hungarians of Croatia, the Western 

Canadian Hungarian Folk Festival and the 

Hungarian Scout Association in Slovakia.

US SECRETARY OF STATE 
MARKS HUNGARY 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 

expressed his greetings to the Hungarian 

people on the occasion of Hungary’s 

August 20 national holiday, in a 

statement posted on the US embassy’s 

Facebook page on Monday. 

Speaking on behalf of the US 

government, Pompeo called Hungary 

“a close friend and ally of the United 

States”. Pompeo said the US valued its 

cooperation with Hungary on a variety 

of important issues such as defence, 

regional European security and energy 

diversification.

“We deeply respect Hungary’s rich 

history, culture, and traditions, and we 

are grateful for the many contributions 

that Hungarian immigrants have made 

to American society in an array of fields, 

from the arts to business to technology,” 

the secretary said.

Pompeo added that bilateral 

exchanges and a growing trade 

relationship between the US and 

Hungary “help strengthen the robust 

people-to-people ties that bind our two 

countries together today”.

“We look forward to continued 

partnership with Hungary to advance 

our shared interests and commitment 

to freedom and prosperity in Europe,” 

the statement concluded.

KÖVÉR MARKS NATIONAL 
HOLIDAY IN RADIO 
INTERVIEW 

House Speaker László Kövér marked 

Hungary’s August 20 national holiday 

on its eve on Sunday, and said in an 

interview to commercial radio Karc 

FM that “Hungary is a nation state 

because its national culture is based on 

Christian values”. “Defending Hungarian 

national culture, in a broader sense, 
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means protecting the civilisation and 

culture of the whole of Europe,” Kövér 

said in his interview, adding that “we 

are the security and future of Europe”. 

Concerning Europe, Kövér said that 

Christian ethics was the continent’s 

spiritual basis, supported by “Greek 

philosophy, Roman law, and the Ten 

Commandments”. He insisted that the 

values built on those foundations are 

now being jeopardised by “massive 

immigration of people coming from 

different cultures, who won’t even 

respect Europe’s written law let alone 

non-written rules of ethics”, as well as by 

those that “manage, help, and propagate 

organised migration in order to loosen 

up and eliminate that spiritual basis”. 

Defending Europe means “protecting 

the sanctity of the family and of marriage 

and women’s equal dignity”, Kövér 

said. He added that “women and men 

could never be equal because of their 

biological characteristics, but it does not 

mean that they should not be equal in 

terms of their human dignity.” 

On another subject, Kövér said that 

parliament in the current cycle would 

be working to adopt laws “aimed at 

regulating the government’s room for 

manoeuvre”. He argued that in the past 

28 years parliament “has not been able to 

appropriately control executive power”. 

Increasing parliamentary control will be 

a top priority for the next four years, the 

house speaker added.

In an interview with commercial Echo 

TV, Kövér said that the migration crisis 

in Europe had made everyone realise 

that Europe is facing an unprecedented 

challenge. “There are powers outside 

Europe that make formal or informal 

attempts to intervene,” he added.

Asked to comment on his earlier 

remarks on “cultural autonomy”, he 

said it meant that a community decides 

“what values should be followed by 

future generations and this affects 

mass communications, as well as public 

education and higher education”. 

Commenting on literature, he said “we 

have not banned any works or writers” 

and added that equal chances cannot 

be guaranteed without political efforts 

and external influence.

Answering a question about the 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences, he 

said “there are some academics who 

are in their current position only as a 

result of political decisions made before 

1990” and there are those who are not 

members “only because the communists 

robbed them from their title”. “We should 

decide what the academy is” and if it is 

purely a scientific body “we must tidy it 

up”, he added. Commenting on a recent 

government decision to discontinue 

state-funded courses on gender studies 

in Hungarian colleges and universities, 

he said autonomy does not mean that 

academics or teachers stand outside of 

society and when it comes to such an 

“extremity” as including gender studies 

in the official curriculum, “it is necessary 

to take action.”

GULYÁS: HUNGARY’S 
INTEREST LIES IN STRONG 
NEIGHBOURING STATES

Hungary’s interest lies in having strong 

and successful neighbours, Gergely 

Gulyás, head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, told a roundtable in Cluj-Napoca 

(Kolozsvár) in Transylvania on Monday. 

Hungary would prefer to see the central 

European region strengthen together, 

Gulyás said.

The “Hungarian card” is generally 

played by those in domestic political 

matters “who aren’t strong enough to 

build political capital on their own”, he 

said.

Gulyás said that when it comes to 

dialogue with other central European 

countries, the fact that Hungary had 

to hold talks with “leaders of countries 

dealing with constant internal crises 

and sovereignty-related problems” 

rather than countries that are strong 

and getting stronger was “unfavourable”. 

But this cannot lead to a change in the 

goals of Hungary’s policy for ethnic 

Hungarians, he said.

JOBBIK: HUNGARY 
SHOULD FOLLOW 
SCANDINAVIAN MODEL 

Hungary should apply a Scandinavian 

model based on personal freedoms 

in the development of its society, 

the head of conservative Jobbik said 

at a celebration of August 20, on 

Monday. Tamás Sneider said that his 

party’s mission was to “show a golden 

middle way between individualism 

and collectivism” and advocated the 

Scandinavian model in terms of social 

security, pensions and education. 

Sneider said that Hungary’s “Orbán 

regime” has “reached its zenith” 

and voiced hope that Hungarians 
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could “again attain their freedoms 

against (ruling) Fidesz. He added that 

nearly half of the opposition’s voters 

had supported Jobbik at the April 

general election, and insisted that no 

party other than Jobbik could “lend 

Hungarian society faith and strength” in 

a fight against the current government. 

Speaking about another subject, 

Sneider did not exclude the possibility 

of cooperation “at some level” with the 

opposition LMP party, but noted that 

the two parties had conflicting views 

on some issues such as the integration 

of the Roma minority.

SOCIALIST PARTY POINTS 
TO ST. STEPHEN’S LEGACY 

King St. Stephen chose Western Europe 

and the Socialist Party believes this is the 

path Hungary should follow, Bertalan 

Tóth, the party’s leader, said in a video 

posted on the Socialists’ Facebook page, 

marking the August 20 national holiday 

on Monday. Tóth said August 20 was 

about celebrating St. Stephen’s founding 

of the Hungarian state and his decision to 

integrate Hungary into the West. He said 

St. Stephen’s admonitions made it clear 

that a king’s strongest virtue should be 

humility, not arrogance or hate. 

“Today in Hungary ... we see a 

government that preaches Christian 

democracy and the defence of Christian 

values and in defence of these it sticks 

stigmatising stickers on the doors 

of rights organisations, sends police 

officers after homeless people, uses 

police to evict Hungarian families and 

attacks the independent Hungarian 

judiciary,” the party leader said. “These 

policies have driven away 600,000 of our 

Hungarian compatriots and forced tens 

and hundreds of thousands of families 

into debt bondage.” He said the Socialist 

Party favours the path to Western Europe 

laid out by St. Stephen.

“We will fight for the rights of foreign 

currency loan holders,” Tóth said. “We 

will fight to make sure families don’t 

lose their homes and we will fight for 

the return of young Hungarians who 

have left the country.”

LMP CALLS FOR ‘NEW 
FOUNDATIONS FOR 
FUTURE’

Hungary’s future “must be laid on 

new foundations”, the opposition 

LMP party said in a statement marking 

the August 20 national holiday on 

Monday. “Hungarian families and 

local communities must be assisted 

with real solutions,” the statement 

said and suggested that 20% of the 

country’s tax revenues should be 

spent on education. Authors of the 

statement also suggested that the 

Hungarian government should drop its 

“campaign against Europe” and work 

towards “strong nation states building 

a strong Europe, which can face the 

challenges of the 21st century”. 

Hungary will be a successful country 

if families and local communities have 

“an opportunity to determine their 

future and have a say in decisions 

affecting their lives”, the statement 

said. “Citizens must be treated as 

partners rather than tools; building 

mutual trust rather than reckless 

centralisation is the right way,” the 

statement added.

ÁDER DECORATES 
DEMOGRAPHER DEMENY 
WITH HIGH STATE AWARD 

President János Áder decorated 

demographer Paul Demeny with the 

most prestigious state award, the 

Hungarian Order of St. Stephen, on 

Monday, Hungary’s August 20 national 

holiday. 

At the ceremony in the presidential 

palace, Áder said that only those 

European nations that “do not rely on 

external resources but have enough 

strength of their own to reinvent 

themselves” will have a future. He 

added that the Order of St. Stephen 

is given to “excellent Hungarians 

who find truths through their talent 

and work, walking their own path”. 

In his address, the president said 

that Demeny has worked to reveal 

how building families affected larger 

groups of society, as well as nations 

or even periods in history. Demeny’s 

career “holds a mirror to an aged 

Europe,” Áder said, and insisted that 

“if Europe wants a different future for 

its descendants, action cannot be put 

off much longer”. 

According to the official laudation, 

Demeny, one of the most famous 

experts of modern demography, 

was recognised for his promotion 

of Hungarian science and his life 

achievement aimed at reversing 

negative demographic tendencies.
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SZÁJER: MIGRATION ISSUE 
TO DOMINATE 2019 EP 
ELECTIONS 

Those parties will be successful at 

next spring’s European Parliamentary 

elections that represent the public’s 

opinion about migration, MEP József 

Szájer said in an interview with daily 

Magyar Hírlap published on Saturday. 

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz does not plan 

to leave the European People’s Party 

and it is unlikely that the EPP would 

expel Fidesz, Szájer said. 

“We believe that parties will be 

successful only if they take border 

protection more seriously and we 

will therefore continue the debates 

on this matter. I do not expect our 

membership to depend on this,” he 

added. He also said that expelling 

Fidesz because of the debate 

surrounding the Central European 

University would be a serious mistake. 

“We should continue to highlight the 

changes that need to be made in order 

to maintain the EU’s competitiveness. 

What’s most important is to regain 

the trust of voters who have become 

disappointed in political elites,” he said.

He added that he expects the EPP to 

remain the largest European political 

force after next spring’s election but 

it will have fewer mandates than 

currently.

SZILVÁSVÁRAD 
EQUESTRIAN CENTRE 
OPENS

The Szilvásvárad Lipizzaner Equestrian 

Centre, a major project in Hungary’s 

Kincsem Equestrian Programme, 

opened on Saturday. 

Speaking on the eve of the opening, 

Farm Minister István Nagy referred to 

the project as “the largest investment 

in the history of Hungary’s equestrian 

sports” aimed at promoting “the love 

of horses and riding” as well as building 

a broad popular base for horse riding. 

The minister said that Szilvásvárad, in 

the north, was a symbol for Hungary’s 

horse breeding, while “Lipizzans are a 

unique breed worldwide”. He noted 

that Hungary owed most of its trophies 

to Lipizzaner horses and said they 

“deserve being granted appropriate 

infrastructure that will serve future 

victories”. 

The new centre was built at a cost of 

6.8 billion forints (EUR 21m).

RUSATOM SERVICE 
OPENS BRANCH OFFICE IN 
BUDAPEST

Rusatom Service, a unit of Russia’s 

Rosatom that services nuclear 

power plants abroad, has opened 

a branch office in Budapest. The 

branch is Rusatom Service’s third 

foreign office in addition to ones 

in Bulgaria and Armenia, where it 

services VVER-type reactors. The 

company also services reactors 

in China and Iran. In Hungary, 

Rusatom Service is a partner of 

the Paks nuclear power plant which 

Rosatom is upgrading.


