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Authorities were informed of the overheated container and took restrictive measures to the necessary degree, Márton Hajdu said

László Kurucz, deputy spokesman for Liszt Ferenc operator Budapest Airport, said the shutdown affected eight flights. 

Flights were on schedule by morning. He confirmed that the container contained the isotope iridium. At no time were 

passengers in any danger.

The National Ambulance Service told MTI that there were no injuries at the airport and nobody had been brought to 

hospital from Liszt Ferenc.

MTI learnt that the container had been shipped from Dimitrovgrad, in Russia, via Istanbul. The delivery was bound for the 

Hungarian company Izotóp Intézet, a staff member told MTI. The company stressed that such increases in temperature are 

natural for deliveries of fissionable material.

A physicist of the National Public Health Institute said the container was not damaged and measurements carried out on 

the spot confirmed that no radioactive material escaped from it. The reason for the restrictive measures was that it was 

hotter than the environment, Ádám Salik said. 

Terminal 2B of Liszt Ferenc International Airport was shut down briefly late on Wednesday 
because of an overheated container of an isotope, a spokesman for the National 
Directorate General for Disaster Management told MTI.

HOT IRIDIUM CONTAINER SHUTS DOWN TERMINAL
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27th Farmer Expo opens in Debrecen
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Preparations under way for the Aug 20 fireworks
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RULING PARTIES TO STAY 
AWAY FROM SPECIAL 
SESSION OF PARLIAMENT

The ruling Fidesz-Christian Democrats 

will not attend an extraordinary 

parliamentary session initiated by 

the opposition parties, the Fidesz 

group said.

Friday’s session is scheduled 

to discuss two issues if it has the 

necessary quorum: a raise in home 

care service fees and ways to help 

forex loan holders who suffered 

financial damage.

Fidesz said the left-wing parties 

responsible for the forex loan crisis 

now want to use the victims for their 

own political purposes. Their action 

completely lacks credibility because 

they failed to reduce the burdens of 

loan holders at the time when they 

could have done this. Neither the 

Socialists, nor Jobbik or LMP voted in 

support of converting forex loans to 

forint denominated loans, it added.

Commenting on the plan to 

raise home care fees, Fidesz said 

consultations were already under 

way with professional bodies and 

interest associations, so a government 

decision is expected in this matter 

during the autumn.

JOBBIK LAUNCHES 
CAMPAIGN FOR MEN’S 
EARLY RETIREMENT

Conservative opposition Jobbik 

announced that it has launched 

a nationwide campaign to allow 

men to retire after 40 years of work, 

an option already open to women. 

János Stummer, the party’s deputy 

leader, said that Jobbik will ask men 

who have worked 40 years to send in 

letters sharing their personal stories, 

explaining why they would support 

the early retirement option, describing 

their working conditions and the effect 

it had on their health. At the end of 

the campaign dubbed “40 years, 40 

arguments”, Jobbik will bring 40 such 

letters to Parliament to “confront” the 

ruling parties “who have long rejected 

the initiative” with the experiences 

of men who have worked 40 years, 

Stummer said.

The politician argued that men in 

Hungary on average live 6-7 years less 

than women, and three-fifths of them 

die before reaching retirement age. 

Further, around 40% of men over the 

age of 60 live with chronic illness, he 

added. If these men could retire after 

40 years of employment, they could 

enjoy their old age in peace and could 

be replaced in the workforce by young 

people, Stummer said.

LMP BLAMES GOVT 
POLICIES FOR BEE DEATHS

The opposition LMP party has raised 

concern about a recent, massive 

decline in Hungary’s bee stock and 

blamed the government’s “severe 

irresponsibility” in failing to ban 

neonicotinoids in agriculture. LMP 

board secretary Máté Kanász-Nagy 

said that 10% of Hungary’s bee 

farms were affected by the problem, 

and slammed the government for 

facilitating technologies “detrimental 

to the soil and the environment, 

impacting the natural conditions for 

bees”. The government must ban 

neonicotinoids and stop supporting 

large German companies distributing 

such chemicals in Hungary, the 

politician said.

S&P TO REVIEW 
HUNGARY’S CREDIT 
RATING ON FRIDAY

Standard & Poor’s Global Ratings 

is scheduled to review Hungary’s 

sovereign credit rating on Friday. 

This will be the second and last 

scheduled sovereign credit rating 

review of Hungary by S&P this year. 

Standard & Poor’s affirmed Hungary’s 

‘BBB-/A-3’ long- and short-term 

foreign and local currency sovereign 

credit ratings and ‘positive’ outlook 

on February 16.

Fitch Ratings affirmed Hungary’s 

sovereign rating at ‘BBB-’, just over 

the investment grade threshold 

with a positive outlook in March 

this year. Moody’s Investors Service 

did not update Hungary’s Baa3 

rating with a stable outlook in its 

June review or at any of its three 

scheduled reviews last year. Fitch 

is set to review Hungary’s rating 

next on August 31 and Moody’s on 

November 23.

The three rating agencies put 

Hungary’s sovereign rating back in 

investment grade in 2016.
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PENSIONERS COULD 
AGAIN GET YEAR-END 
GROWTH PREMIUM

Pensioners could again get a growth 

premium for their pensions this year, 

if the rate of economic growth makes 

this possible. A decision on the matter 

could be taken during autumn, the 

finance ministry said.

Paying a premium is possible if 

annual GDP growth is above 3.5% and 

budget deficit develops according to 

plan, the ministry said, noting that 

economic growth in 2018 could 

be at 4.3%. The ministry said the 

government has already allocated 32 

billion forints (EUR 99m) for paying the 

premium.

Last year Hungarian pensioners 

got a 12,000 forint year-end premium 

as well as “Erzsébet” food vouchers.

VEHICLE FUEL SALES UP 
MORE THAN 8% IN H1

Sales of vehicle fuel in Hungary rose 

more than 8% in the first half from 

the same period a year earlier, the 

chief secretary of the Hungarian 

Petroleum Association said in daily 

Magyar Idők.

Ottó Grád said sales of petrol 

rose more than 5%, while diesel 

sales climbed almost 10%. In the 

first quarter, sales of petrol rose 

6.5% and diesel sales were up 7.7%, 

association data show.

SWEET CORN CROP ABOVE 
AVERAGE

Hungarian farmers’ sweet corn crop 

is expected to be above average this 

year, helped by favourable weather, an 

industry insider told MTI.

János Pereczes, a regional manager 

for Syngenta, which sells sweet corn 

seeds, said the mild winter and the 

warm spring were good for planting. 

Rain was sufficient, even for fields 

which are not irrigated, he added.

Local processors are ready to turn out 

about half a million tonnes of sweet 

corn this year, according to Syngenta.

Export sales could be lifted by weak 

output of sweet peas in Europe.

Hungary is the world’s second-

biggest producer of sweet corn after 

the United States. Sweet corn is grown 

on an area of about 35,000 hectares.

FIVE NEW FLIGHTS 
INTRODUCED IN BUDAPEST 
WINTER TIMETABLE

Five new airline services will be 

introduced in Budapest in the 

2018/2019 winter timetable, with 

Wizz Air, easyJet and Polish airlines LOT 

connecting the Hungarian capital with 

new destinations.

Wizz Air will fly twice weekly to 

Doncaster Sheffield in Britain and 

also twice weekly to Eilat-Ovda in 

Israel, Budapest Airport said in a 

statement. EasyJet will fly to London-

Southend and also to Manchester 

twice a week and LOT will operate 

12 weekly flights to London-City 

Airport. Doncaster Sheffield and 

London-City will be new destinations 

from Budapest.

With the new services included, 

eight airline companies will fly on 10 

routes between Hungary and Britain 

starting this winter.

Budapest Airport served 6.8 million 

passengers in the first half of this year, 

17.2% up from the same period of last 

year and the number of passengers is 

expected to exceed 15 million by the 

end of this year.

TWO-THIRDS OF YOUNG 
HUNGARIANS HAVE NO 
PLANS TO WORK, STUDY 
ABROAD

About two-thirds of Hungarians 

between the ages of 15 and 29 have 

no intention of either living or working 

abroad in future, the human resources 

ministry said, citing the recently 

published results of a survey.

The ministry noted that of the one-

third of young Hungarians who do 

see themselves working or studying 

in foreign countries, 83% plan to 

return home and capitalise on their 

experience abroad.

Family was the number one reason 

for staying in Hungary, followed by 

friends and attachment to country.

The survey, conducted in 2016, 

involved 8,000 participants.


