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The previous record was set in 2016, when the Sziget Festival attracted 496,000 visitors. On Tuesday, the festival received 

its 9 millionth visitor since its start 26 years ago. 

Chief organiser Tamás Kádár said earlier that this year’s festival cost one billion forints (EUR 3m) more than in 2017, while a 

further increase of 500 million forints was planned for the next event. Kádár declined to mention names, but said that they 

were planning to invite performers that will “certainly attract large numbers” next year, too.

Among the headliners at this year’s festival were Kendrick Lamar, Gorillaz, Lana Del Ray, Mumford and Sons, Dua Lipa, Kygo 

and Arctic Monkeys. Headliners for next year’s festival could be announced as soon as next month, the organisers said.

Meanwhile the Budapest police headquarters (BRFK) has said that the crime rate was significantly down at this year’s Sziget 

Festival compared to last year. Police made 34 arrests during the 10-day event, most of which were drug-related, BRFK said 

on its website. Police arrested 45 people at last year’s festival.

This year’s Sziget Festival in Budapest, which formally closed on Wednesday, attracted 
an all-time record of 565,000 visitors, organisers said.

SZIGET FESTIVAL ATTRACTS RECORD 565,000

Ecumenical Charity on donation drive 
for new schoolyear

Inauguration of new section of M4 
motorway in Pest County

Defence minister attends marching 
band festival in W Hungary

New animal shelter opens  
in Budapest
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Festival-goers leaving Sziget Festival
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FINANCE MINISTRY 
EXPECTS 4.3% GDP 
GROWTH IN 2018

The finance ministry has calculated 

that GDP growth could reach 4.3% 

for the full year, Ágnes Hornung, 

the ministry’s state secretary, said 

on public television news channel 

M1. Hungary’s second-quarter GDP 

rose by an annual 4.6%, faster than 

expected, she said. The state secretary 

attributed the Q2 growth figure to 

growing service output and household 

consumption that was backed up by 

the good performance of agriculture 

and industry. Hungary’s government 

officially targets full-year GDP growth 

of 4.3%.

HOuSE SPEAKER 
EXPRESSES CONDOLENCES 
TO ITALIAN COuNTERPARTS 
OVER GENOA BRIDGE 
COLLAPSE

Parliamentary Speaker László Kövér has 

expressed his condolences to Italian 

Senate President Maria Elisabetta 

Alberti Casellati and Speaker of the 

Chamber of Deputies Roberto Fico 

over the collapse of a motorway 

bridge near the port city of Genoa, 

parliament’s press chief said on 

Wednesday. Kövér expressed his 

deepest sympathies with his Italian 

colleagues and the families of the 

victims of the tragedy and wished a 

speedy recovery to those who had 

been injured, Zoltán Szilágyi said.

On Tuesday, an 80m section of 

a concrete bridge built on the A10 

motorway came down during a 

sudden and violent storm near Genoa, 

killing at least 42 people, according to 

the latest reports.

LÁZÁR APPOINTED 
COMMISSIONER  
FOR DEFENCE  
OF NON-SMOKERS 

János Lázár, head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office in the previous 

government, has been appointed 

the prime minister’s commissioner 

in charge of “the protection of non-

smokers” effective August 15, the latest 

issue of the official gazette Magyar 

Közlöny reported. 

According to the announcement, 

the commissioner will work to 

“preserve the achievements of 

previous government measures 

aimed at protecting non-smokers” 

as well as to make preparations 

for and coordinate “government 

activities concerning the regulation 

of the tobacco market”. Lázár, in 

his new position, will coordinate 

the elaboration of short and long-

term strategies concerning the 

protection of non-smokers, as well 

as the government’s position on new 

tobacco products and e-cigarettes. 

The commissioner will report 

directly to Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

and will not receive the remuneration 

defined in the law on government 

members and state secretaries, Magyar 

Közlöny said.

SOCIALISTS uRGE 
DIALOGuE TO STOP 
EMIGRATION 

The opposition Socialists have called 

for a “meaningful parliamentary and 

social dialogue” to prevent further 

emigration of Hungary’s labour force. 

Socialist MP Zsolt Molnár told a press 

conference that the ruling parties overlook 

the “tragic” trend in which 600,000 people 

have left Hungary for other European 

countries in recent years, while another 

half million are planning to do so. 

“The Hungarian labour market will 

be lacking hundreds of thousands 

of skilled people, further increasing 

the labour shortage primarily in the 

construction, catering and health 

sectors,” Molnár said, adding that 

decent salaries and a predictable 

future could help ease the problem. 

Molnár called on the government 

to set up a state secretariat to focus on 

issues around emigration and conduct 

a “meaningful national consultation” 

concerning the matter.

uNION CONFEDERATION 
uRGES CONSuLTATIONS 
ON PLANNED PuBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION STAFF CuTS

The Hungarian Trade Union 

Confederation is urging consultations 

about planned staff cuts in public 

administration. It is “unacceptable” that 

the government has announced plans to 

cut public administration staff by 15-20% 

without proper consultations with the 
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unions concerned and any impact studies 

carried out, a Wednesday statement by 

the confederation said. Tasks need to be 

reviewed first and the necessary number 

of staff should be established on that 

basis, the statement added.

The confederation also criticised the 

timing of the announcement, saying that 

it was made soon after the announcement 

of wage hikes for MPs and ministers.

Gergely Gulyás, the minister heading the 

Prime Minister’s Office, said on Tuesday that 

according to cautious estimates, the staff 

of Hungary’s central public administration 

could be cut by 15-20% by January 1, 2019.

GOVERNMENT ALLOCATES 
HuF 16BN TO BOOST 
EFFICIENCY AT BuILDING 
COMPANIES

Hungary’s government has earmarked 

16 billion forints (EUR 49.5m) in 

funding to support developments at 

construction companies this year, a 

resolution published in the latest issue 

of the official gazette Magyar Közlöny 

shows. The funding will be used 

to upgrade technology and boost 

efficiency at construction companies. 

It will come from the budget of the 

Innovation and Technology Ministry.

REGIONAL FARM 
MINISTERS PRESS FOR 
EQuAL PROTECTION 
OF AGRIBuSINESSES, 
REGARDLESS OF SIZE

The farm ministers of the Visegrad 

Group – Hungary, the Czech Republic, 

Poland and Slovakia – together with 

their counterparts from Bulgaria, 

Croatia, Slovenia and Romania issued 

a joint declaration urging equal 

treatment for small as well as large 

agribusinesses in a draft directive 

of the European Commission at 

a meeting in Nitra, Slovakia, on 

Wednesday.

The EC directive would prohibit 

buyers of farm products from 

making unilateral or retroactive 

changes to their contracts with 

suppliers, and from cancelling orders 

for perishables at the last minute, 

the press office of Hungary’s farm 

ministry said. The directive, drafted 

thanks to the work of the Visegrad 

Group over the past several years, 

is a “step in the right direction” but 

provides limited protection to small 

and mid-sized agribusinesses, it 

added.

PAKS DEPuTY CEO TAKES 
OVER TOP EXEC POST

Géza Pekárik, the 53-year-old deputy-

CEO of the operator of the Paks nuclear 

power plant, has taken over the top 

executive position from István Hamvas, 

who is retiring, Paksi Atomerőmű said 

on Wednesday. Andrea Bártfai-Máger, 

minister without portfolio in charge 

of managing state assets, introduced 

Pekárik to workers at an event earlier in 

the day, Paksi Atomerőmű said. Pekárik, 

a reactor engineer, has worked at the 

Paks plant since 1987. Hamvas has 

worked at the plant for more than 40 

years and has been CEO since 2010.

CASHLESS SOCIETY 
PROMOTED AT CASHLESS 
FESTIVAL

Ágnes Hornung, the finance ministry’s 

state secretary, urged Hungarians to 

cut down on their cash transactions 

at a press conference at the Sziget 

Festival – which went cashless in 2011 

– on Tuesday.

Stock of cash in Hungary stands 

around 5,000 billion forints (EUR 

16bn) at present, more than 14% of 

GDP, well over the 8% average for the 

European Union as a whole, Hornung 

said. Cash transactions cost the 

national economy some 450 billion 

forints a year, she added. She noted 

that the government had recently 

approved a seven-year strategy to 

boost Hungarians’ financial savvy. 

State subsidies are also going to 

businesses that buy POS terminals 

which should raise the penetration 

rate for such devices close to 80%, 

she added.

Sziget Festival organiser Tamás 

Kádár said that festival-goers may 

pay merchants with their MasterCard 

contactless cards or with a wristband 

that can be topped up using the 

festival’s own mobile application. Top-

ups exceeded 1 billion forints by the 

festival’s fifth day, he added.

Budapest’s Sziget Festival, a week-

long musical extravaganza on an island 

in the Danube, is expected to draw 

more than half a million visitors this 

year. This year’s event officially ended 

on Wednesday.


