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Under the Hungarian law on higher education, foreign university courses are tied to an agreement between Hungary and 

the university’s home state. 

Notre Dame will cooperate with Hungary’s Pázmány Péter University to offer courses in chemical and civil engineering 

as well as mechatronics, Szijjártó told MTI. The Pázmány University will offer a Vatican-approved course on sustainable 

development in Indiana, he said. The agreement will expand the two universities’ cooperation which so far involved small-

scale programmes and lecturer exchanges, he said.

Engineering courses by prestigious institutions such as Notre Dame, which ranks 150th among the world’s universities, 

will add to the quality of higher education in Hungary, which in turn will define the country’s competitiveness in years to 

come, Szijjártó said.

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó and Eric Holcomb, the governor of the US 
state of Indiana, signed an inter-state agreement allowing courses of the state’s Notre 
Dame University to be held in Hungary.
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VARGA HAILS HUNGARY’S 
ECONOMY AT SUMMER 
UNIVERSITY 

Hungary is on the right path to 

close the gap with more developed 

countries, Mihály Varga, Hungary’s 

finance minister, told a panel 

discussion at the 29th Bálványos 

Summer University in Băile 

Tușnad (Tusnádfürdő), in central 

Romania. The minister highlighted 

government measures in recent 

years to reduce the country’s risks 

and vulnerability, as a result of which 

the state debt has been continuously 

reduced and the economy is on a 

steady growth path, while exports 

and wages have increased. Varga 

noted, however, that “some 

improvements are still needed” in 

terms of state services to make the 

country more competitive. 

László Palkovics, the minister 

for innovation and technology, 

said it was crucial to further 

increase value-added as well as 

the competitiveness of Hungarian 

companies. He also said that 

digital training for employees was 

important, and noted that building 

innovation capabilities was key 

to competitiveness. “A lack of 

innovation capabilities is a general 

phenomenon especially with 

Hungarian firms,” the minister said. 

The summer university dubbed 

“Tusványos”, a major cultural event 

for ethnic Hungarians, is being held 

between July 24 and 29.

SOCIALISTS CALL  
FOR TALKS ON EURO

The Socialist Party has called for 

employers, unions and parliamentary 

parties to sit down for talks on 

Hungary’s adoption of the euro. 

Addressing a press conference, 

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi noted 

that national business association 

MGYOSZ earlier this week called on 

the government to start focusing on 

Hungary’s euro-zone accession. He 

said the government had a duty to 

discuss the potential introduction of 

the single currency with members of 

society. Hungary must not miss out 

on joining the euro zone, Ujhelyi said, 

adding that the government should 

consider the opinions of unions and 

employers on the matter. He noted 

that Slovakia and Slovenia were already 

euro-zone members and that Bulgaria 

has also applied to join. Ujhelyi said his 

party would propose a schedule for 

the trilateral talks in early September.

NUMBER OF NEW 
UNDERGRADUATES UP 
FROM 2017 

Hungarian universities and colleges 

accepted 75,230 students this year, 

2,500 more than in 2017, the human 

resources ministry’s deputy state 

secretary for higher education said. 

The higher education institutions 

announced their acceptance 

thresholds late on Wednesday. The 

most popular faculties are technical 

and information technology courses. 

Medical courses had the sixth place, 

while nurse and teacher training were 

among the 15 most popular, Zita 

Horváth said. The courses’ popularity 

mirrors the government’s strategy for 

higher education, she said.

Koloman Brenner, MP of the 

opposition nationalist Jobbik party, 

called on the government to give up 

its “anti-intelligentsia” policies and 

increase higher education spending. 

Speaking at a press conference, 

Brenner insisted that Hungary’s ratio 

of university graduates was among the 

lowest in the European Union, while, 

as he said, the number of students in 

higher education was shrinking. Jobbik 

demanded the establishment of an 

independent education ministry and 

said the government should ensure 

more places in state-financed higher 

education and more scholarships. 

Brenner also called for higher pay for 

lecturers in higher education.

DK TO COLLECT 
SIGNATURES IN SUPPORT 
OF INDEPENDENT 
MAYORAL ELECTION

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) is starting a signature drive to 

discourage the government from 

introducing a new system under 

which the Budapest mayor would 

be appointed by the government 

instead of an independent mayoral 

election. The mayor should be elected 

by citizens rather than by Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán, DK’s Budapest 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

JULY 27, 2018
MORNING ISSUE AM

representative Erzsébet Gy Németh 

said. She cited press reports about a 

survey being carried out by a research 

company linked to the government to 

assess whether public opinion would 

be in favour of a mayor appointed 

by the government for two years.  

This way ruling Fidesz would carry 

out a coup against the opposition in 

Budapest, she told a press conference. 

Fidesz has far fewer supporters in 

Budapest than around the country and 

this poses a threat to the ruling party in 

next year’s local elections, she added.

The signatures will be initially 

collected online and from late 

August also in the streets and at other 

locations, she said. DK would welcome 

civil organisations and other parties 

joining the signature drive, she added.

NEW RADICAL PARTY 
IN FAVOUR OF DEATH 
PENALTY

Hungary’s new radical party, 

Mi Hazánk (Our Homeland), on 

Thursday said it was in favour of 

restoring capital punishment and 

introducing imprisonment abroad 

to ease overcrowding, the leader of 

the party said.

Mi Hazánk recently split from 

the Jobbik party, a formerly radical 

nationalist party that has moved 

towards the centre. According to the 

latest Nézőpont poll, its support is no 

higher than 1% of the electorate.

Its leader, László Toroczkai, told 

a press conference that the two 

proposals received almost unanimous 

backing by 20,000 respondents to a 

public survey the party conducted 

last week. Crimes against vulnerable 

members of society such as children 

and the elderly should be treated as 

capital offenses, he said, insisting that 

“science” had proven “the deterrent 

effect” of the death penalty. He also 

raised the idea of getting Russia to 

host Hungarian prisoners for a daily 

fee. It costs 8,000-9,000 forints (EUR 

25-28) to house a prisoner in Hungary 

while in Russia the equivalent cost is 

2,000 forints, he said. He noted that 

Belgium had introduced a similar 

scheme and rented space for inmates 

in Dutch prisons. Hungary tops prison 

overcrowding figures in Europe, 

followed by Belgium, he added. 

Toroczkai insisted that the rights of 

victims outweighed those of inmates 

when asked about the human-rights 

aspects of the issue.

KÖVÉR EXPRESSES 
SYMPATHIES OVER GREECE 
FOREST FIRE VICTIMS

Hungarian House Speaker László Kövér 

has expressed his sympathies to the 

families of victims of the forest fires 

ravaging Greece since Monday, in a 

letter sent to his Greek counterpart 

Nikolaos Voutsis, the speaker’s office 

said. Kövér said he was shocked to 

learn about the fires, which killed at 

least 79 and injured 187. “On behalf of 

the Hungarian Parliament and myself, 

I would like to express our sincere 

condolences over the disaster hitting 

the Greek nation,” Kövér said. 

FOREIGN BUYERS 
ACCOUNTED FOR 5%  
OF HOME SALES LAST YEAR

Foreign nationals bought 7,371 homes 

in Hungary last year, accounting for 

just under 5% of total market turnover, 

according to the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH). Almost two-thirds of 

those foreigners were citizens of 

other European Union member states. 

Germans bought 1,079 homes in 

Hungary. Fully 84% of these homes were 

outside the capital. Chinese nationals 

bought 1,058 homes in Hungary, of 

which 91 % were in Budapest. They 

paid on average a little more than 41 

million forints per flat, well over the 17 

million paid by Germans. Romanians 

bought 1,012 homes in Hungary, Slovaks 

purchased 695 and Austrians 424.

APPENINN TO ACQUIRE 
RESORT ON LAKE 
BALATON 

Listed holding company Appeninn said 

it agreed to acquire 74.99% of Pro-Mot 

Hungária, a joint holding of Israeli property 

developers Shikun and Binui and AFI Group 

which owns a resort on Lake Balaton. 

Under the agreement, signed on July 

25, Appeninn will acquire 37 hectares of 

lakefront property that comprise Club 

Aliga, a former resort for officials of the 

Hungarian Socialist Worker’s Party, as well 

as asset management rights for another 

10 hectares attached to the resort.

Appeninn is controlled by the 

Hungarian investor Lőrinc Mészáros. 
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The transaction, which Appeninn is 

making through its wholly-owned unit 

Appeninn BLT, is expected to be closed 

by December 20, 2018.

Pro-Mot Hungária acquired 

ownership of the resort and 

management rights for 49 years for 

the attached properties from the Asset 

Directorate of the State Treasury in 

2007, public records show.

In a presentation of its business plan 

published in June, Appeninn put the 

gross asset value of its portfolio, which 

included 39 commercial properties at 

the time, at just over 101 million euros. 

The properties had gross leasable area 

of more than 82,000sqm.

F. SEGURA HUNGARIA 
TEAMS UP WITH MTA-
SZTAKI ON PLANT UPGRADE 

Spanish-owned automotive industry 

supplier F. Segura Hungária has 

signed a cooperation agreement 

with the Hungarian Academy of 

Sciences’ Institute for Computer 

Science and Control (MTA-SZTAKI) on 

the digitalisation of the company’s 

plant in Szolnok, in central Hungary. F. 

Segura Hungaria will spend 4 billion 

forints on the development, said plant 

director László Lipták-Fegó. First, it will 

connect its equipment to cloud-based 

computing systems, then it will adopt 

production planning and warehouse 

management systems, and finally it will 

start using even newer technologies 

such as the internet of things, he 

added. More than 500 people work at 

the plant, double the number at the 

start of 2017, Lipták-Fegó noted. The 

plant supplies Ford, Volvo, Mercedes, 

members of the Volkswagen group 

and, most recently, Jaguar Land Rover. 

F. Segura Hungaria had revenue of 

almost 62 million euros last year, public 

records show.

NEW HOME PRICES CLIMB 
ALMOST 9% IN Q1 

New home prices in Hungary climbed 

8.8pc year-on-year in the first quarter, a 

market survey by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) shows. Resale home prices 

rose 7.9% during the period, KSH said. 

Compared with prices in 2010, new 

home prices were up 27.4% and resale 

home price increased by 29.5% in Q1.

POPULATION DECLINE 
SLOWS BETWEEN JAN-MAY 

Hungary’s population decline 

slowed between January and May 

compared with the same period 

last year, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) reported. According to 

KSH figures, the number of births 

(35,542) was down by 2.9% while the 

number deaths (57,406) was 4.2% 

lower in the surveyed period than 

last year, bringing the population 

decline ratio down by 6.3%. The 

number of marriages decreased by 

an annual 0.5%.

GOING ‘INTO BRIDGE’  
ON THE BRIDGE

Over 200 wrestlers will 

simultaneously “go into bridge” 

in an attempt to set a record on 

Budapest’s Szabadság Bridge 

which will be closed to vehicle 

traffic on Saturday afternoon. 

Budapest is hosting the World 

Wrestling Championships between 

October 20 and 28 and the event 

is being held to promote the 

tournament, former Olympic 

silver medallist Sándor Bárdosi 

told MTI. Visitors will get to meet 

members of the Hungarian team 

competing in the championships 

and watch them train. Champlion, 

a wrestling lion mascot, be there 

too, he added.


