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The Munich-based carmaker announced late last month that it would build an over 1 billion euro factory for the production 

of conventional and electric cars in the eastern Hungarian city with a workforce of 1,000. 

The facility will herald a new phase of development in Debrecen and eastern Hungary as a whole, Gergely Gulyás told a 

regular press briefing. He noted that BMW will be the third major German carmaker to build a factory in Hungary, with Audi 

and Mercedes-Benz also operating plants in the western and central parts of the country, respectively.

In response to a question, Gulyás said the state contribution to the project would exceed 10 billion forints (EUR 31.1m) and 

involve the same types of subsidies granted for other similar projects.

Hungarian-German political relations should also remain strong and both countries have a vested interest in developing 

them, which was also the reason of Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s recent visit to Berlin, he said. Gulyás added that he would 

also visit the German capital, on August 29.

The factory German car manufacturer BMW will build in Debrecen demonstrates the 
long-term stability and strength of Hungarian-German relations, the head of the Prime 
Minister’s Office said.

BMW PLANT ‘SIGN OF STABLE TIES WITH GERMANY’

Sziget Festival ends

Opening of Mummies of the World 
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Preparations for September 1 at a school in western Budapest
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GULYÁS: LOW ENROLMENT 
NUMBERS BEHIND 
DECISION TO STOP 
FUNDING GENDER 
STUDIES COURSES 

Gergely Gulyás, head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, told a regular 

press briefing that the decision to 

discontinue state-funded courses on 

gender studies in Hungarian colleges 

and universities from next September 

had been made based on a review of 

the low number of applicants. The 

government’s position is that people 

are born man or woman and live a 

life of their choice, he said. The state, 

however, is unwilling to finance any 

education in this field, he added.

On another subject, Gulyas said 

that according to cautious estimates, 

the staff of Hungary’s central public 

administration will be cut by 15-20% 

by late this year to raise the efficiency 

of the system. The ministries and their 

background institutions employ 

fewer than 14,000 people but this 

number can be further reduced, he 

said, adding that the measures aim 

to eliminate overlaps as digitalisation 

enables fewer staff members to 

perform the same tasks.

GULYÁS: GOVT BANS 
SKYSCRAPERS IN 
BUDAPEST

The government has discussed a 

ban on skyscrapers to preserve the 

traditional profile of Budapest, Gergely 

Gulyás, who heads the Prime Minister’s 

Office, said at a regular press briefing. 

There would be an outright ban on 

buildings over 90 metres, and decisions 

would be taken by authorities on 

a case-by-case basis for buildings 

between 65 and 90 metres, he said.

The ban will not affect the 

construction of a 120-metre 

headquarters in the south of the 

capital for oil and gas company MOL, 

as the building was cleared before the 

ban, he said. Informal talks were earlier 

held with MOL, OTP Bank and Richter 

- Hungarian companies with high 

international profiles – on the possible 

construction of skyscrapers to serve 

as their headquarters, and only MOL 

wanted to avail of the opportunity, he 

added.

On another subject, Gulyás 

said that Hungarian tourism had 

seen considerable growth, with a 

5.3% increase in total turnover this 

year compared with 2017 and an 

over 10% increase in commercial 

accommodation revenues. The 

number of foreign visitors increased 

by 4% and the number of domestic 

tourists by 6.8% this year compared to 

the same period of last year, he said.

GULYÁS: HUNGARY’S 
WHEAT SUPPLY ENOUGH 
FOR 20M PEOPLE

Hungary’s agriculture has capacity 

to supply wheat of milling quality 

to twenty million people, twice 

the population of the country, the 

minister heading the Prime Minister’s 

Office said. Hungary produced 4.8 

million tonnes of wheat this year, half 

of which is of milling quality and the 

rest is for feed, Gergely Gulyás told 

a weekly press briefing. Around 1.2 

million tonnes is enough to supply a 

population of 10 million people, which 

clearly demonstrates the strength of 

Hungarian agriculture. With many 

regions of the world threatened 

by famine, it is extremely useful for 

Hungary to produce large amounts 

of grain for export, he said.

ÁDER EXPRESSES 
SYMPATHY OVER GENOA 
BRIDGE COLLAPSE

Hungarian President János Áder has 

expressed his condolences to his Italian 

counterpart Sergio Mattarella over the 

collapse of a motorway bridge near the 

port city of Genoa. In his telegram, 

Áder expressed his sympathies to 

Mattarella and the families of the 

victims and wished those injured in 

the disaster a speedy recovery.

On Tuesday, a section of a concrete 

bridge built on the A10 motorway 

came down from a height of about 100 

metres during a sudden and violent 

storm near Genoa, killing at least 22 

people, according to the latest reports.

LMP WANTS GREEN 
LICENCE PLATES RESERVED 
FOR FULLY ELECTRIC CARS

Green opposition LMP plans to 

submit an amendment proposal to 

parliament this autumn to ensure 
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that green licence plates and the 

accompanying allowances are 

reserved for fully electric cars. The 

current situation is unfair because the 

owners of hybrid cars, many of them 

luxury models, get excessive support 

for purchasing and also parking their 

cars, board member Szabolcs Turcsán 

said. LMP wants people with medium 

income to receive more help for 

purchasing fully electric vehicles, he 

added.

PÉTER RÁDI ELECTED TO 
SUCCEED PATYI AS HEAD 
OF ELECTION CTTEE

The National Election Committee 

(NVB) on Tuesday elected Péter Rádi 

as its new chair after András Patyi 

resigned the position. Patyi, who had 

served as the body’s chairman since 

its inception in 2013, told a meeting 

of the committee that he was 

resigning as its chairman effective 

immediately. The 11 members of 

the 14-member body who were 

present at Tuesday’s meeting voted 

unanimously to relieve Patyi of his 

post.

NVB deputy head Éva Bozsóki 

recommended electing Rádi as 

Patyi’s successor. Andrea Borbély, 

delegate of the conservative 

opposition Jobbik party and 

András Litresits of the Socialist 

Party argued that the committee 

was rushing the decision on Patyi’s 

successor. They said the NVB should 

wait until all of its members can 

be present for a vote so that the 

next chair could enjoy the largest 

possible backing.

After accepting the nomination, Rádi 

was elected head of the NVB with 8 

votes in favour and 2 against. Rádi, 

a lawyer, has been a member of the 

NVB since 2015. He has also served as 

a member of the election committee 

of Budapest’s 9th district.

Parliament elected the NVB’s seven 

members and three reserve members 

in 2013 for 9-year terms. Only members 

elected by parliament can head the 

committee.

PÁRBESZÉD PROTESTS 
GOVT’S ‘CURBING’ 
COURTS’ INDEPENDENCE

The opposition Párbeszéd party 

has called on the government to 

“stop curbing the independence 

of law courts” and refrain from 

delegating “partisan soldiers” to 

positions in the judiciary. Speaking 

at a press conference on Tuesday, 

Párbeszéd spokesman Richárd 

Barabás also demanded that the 

government should drop alleged 

plans to appoint András Patyi, 

outgoing head of the National 

Election Committee, leader of 

Hungary’s new administrative 

high court. Barabás voiced concern 

that the administrative court could 

be set up “in line with Fidesz’s 

political interests” and would be 

given “all those delicate cases in 

which the supreme court might 

pass decisions impacting the 

ruling party”.

FARM GATE PRICES FLAT IN 
JUNE

Farm gate prices in Hungary were 

unchanged in June compared to the 

same month a year earlier, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said.

Crop prices rose by 3.5%, while 

livestock and animal products prices 

fell by 5.6%. Grain prices were up by 

12.7% but the price of fruit fell by 

19.5%. Vegetable prices rose by 4.6% 

and potato prices jumped 34.2%. The 

price of live animals was down 7.9% 

and prices for animal products edged 

down 0.4%.

Farm gate prices were also 

unchanged year-on-year for the period 

January-June. Crop prices rose by 1.0% 

and the price of livestock and animal 

products dropped 1.7% during the 

period.

Agricultural input prices were up 

2.3% in January-June from a year earlier 

as intermediate consumption prices 

rose by 1.9% and investment prices 

rose by 5.5%, KSH said. Farmers’ terms 

of trade deteriorated by 2.2%.

LOW WATER LEVELS 
CUT DANUBE FREIGHT 
CAPACITY BY TWO-THIRDS

Low water levels on the Danube 

have reduced freight capacity on the 

stretch of the river that runs through 

Hungary by two-thirds, Attila Bencsik, 

who heads professional association 

Magyar Belvízi Fuvarozók Szövetsége, 

told MTI.
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Shipping companies are either 

waiting with their freight for higher 

water, racking up losses each day, 

or loading it onto smaller vessels 

or lorries, Bencsik said. On some 

stretches of the Danube, for example in 

Germany, ships can’t even navigate the 

river after they’re unloaded, he added.

Gábor Spányik, managing director 

of passenger ship company Mahart 

PassNave, told MTI that the low water 

levels have made navigation of some 

stretches of the Danube north of the 

capital impossible. Cruise ships with 

draughts over 16 decimetres can’t 

travel any further downriver than 

Komárom (NW Hungary), he added.

PAKS BLOCK 3 SHUTS 
DOWN

The third block of the Paks 

nuclear power plant shut down 

on Tuesday afternoon after a 

pump malfunctioned, the head 

of communications of MVM Paksi 

Atomerőmű told MTI. Antal Kovács said 

the event had no impact on nuclear 

safety and the operation of the other 

three blocks. Experts are replacing the 

pump and the block should again be 

operational at its nominal capacity by 

the second half of next week.

HUNGARY GDP GROWTH 
ACCELERATES TO 4.6% IN Q2

Hungary’s second-quarter GDP rose 

by 4.6% year-on-year, picking up 

from 4.4% in the previous quarter, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said in a first reading of data. “Most 

branches of the national economy 

contributed to the growth, market-

based services to the greatest 

degree,” KSH said. Adjusted for 

seasonal and calendar year effects, 

GDP was up 4.4%.

First-half GDP growth was an 

unadjusted 4.5% and an adjusted 4.6%. 

In a quarter-on-quarter comparison, 

GDP growth was a seasonally- and 

calendar year-adjusted 0.9%. Hungary’s 

government targets full-year GDP 

growth of 4.3%.

Takarékbank analyst Gergely 

Suppan said headline growth was 

much higher than generally expected. 

Growth could slow in the second 

half but will still be supported by 

investments in the public, business 

and retail sectors, as well as new 

capacity and a low base in the 

industrial sector, he added.

K&H Bank chief analyst Dávid 

Németh said mostly European Union 

funding had lifted Hungary’s growth 

rate over 4%, well above its potential 

for growth of around 2.5%. He put full-

year growth at 4.2%.

Finance ministry state secretary 

László Balogh told public news 

channel M1 that the figures 

demonstrate the Hungarian 

economy’s robust, vigorous 

and outstanding growth, with 

the impetus of the past period 

continuing. Market-based services 

played a primary role in growth 

and tan upswing in industrial 

production also contributed to it, 

he added.

AFGHAN MAN ARRESTED 
IN BUDAPEST UNDER 
EUROPEAN WARRANT

An Afghan man accused of committing 

robberies in Greece was arrested in 

Budapest under a European warrant 

on Tuesday, the Budapest police 

headquarters said on its website. The 

27 year-old man was also wanted by 

the Greek authorities for attempted 

murder, the statement said. He was 

apprehended in the 14th district of 

Budapest and taken into custody at 

the local police station.

SWISS STUDENT 9 
MILLIONTH VISITOR AT 
SZIGET FESTIVAL 

Organisers of Budapest’s Sziget Festival 

greeted the event’s 9 millionth visitor 

on Tuesday. Swiss secondary school 

student Joelle Gbeassor was spending 

her last day on vacation in the city 

and wanted to buy a day ticket for 

the festival, but was taken by surprise 

when she was given a lifelong pass 

for the annual event. Tuesday is the 

closing day of the 26th Sziget Festival, 

featuring Arctic Monkeys, Blossoms, 

War On Drugs, Lewis Capaldi, Nothing 

But Thieves, Zara Larsson, and Ifriqiyya 

Electrique.


